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Pakistan had been on the path of eliminating terrorism and militancy long before the initiation of the 

National Action Plan, which came immediately after Army Public School (APS) attack. The year 2015 

witnessed major initiatives to curb and eliminate terrorism in all forms. The greatest challenge to 

Pakistan’s security came in the form of a brutal terrorist attack resulting in the massacre of innocent 

children at APS in Peshawar on December 16, 2014. The first National Internal Security Policy (NISP) was 

approved in February, 2014 with the aim of wiping out terrorism, establish the writ of the state and 

implement counter-terrorism measures. The NISP is divided into three parts: strategic, operational and 

secret.  

Prior to the implementation of the National Action Plan, the Operation Zarb-i-Azb was started with the 

intention of wiping out terrorist strongholds and also eliminating the presence of any transnational 

extremist organizations existing and operating in the tribal areas. The National Action Plan (NAP) was 

initiated in January, 2015 in the aftermath of the Peshawar School attack to counter terrorism and 

extremism with full force. The NAP was reinforcement of the NISP, but with the added features of death 

penalty and the establishment of the military courts. The rationale behind the death penalty and 

military courts has been the fast trial of terrorism related cases.  

According to official Pakistani sources, Operation Zarb-i-Azb started with almost 25,000 to 30,0001 

troops taking part in ground offensive, along with air-cover and a wide-ranging intelligence apparatus to 

provide the troops and commanders real-time situational awareness of the battlefield. A basic need for 

a military operation has existed in Pakistani Army since 2005, but the situation in North Waziristan 

worsened in 2014 and 2015 due to the accumulation of local and foreign militant groups and an 

alarming increase in the support of foreign terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda and Islamic 

Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU). This demanded immediate action. 

In particular, a large number of Uzbek militants had relocated themselves into North Waziristan after 

the military operation in South Waziristan. The need for Zarb-i-Azb arose for the reason that militants 

based in the tribal areas had time and again targeted big cities in Pakistan and had successfully launched 

attacks with the help of smaller terrorist organizations based in the country. An example of this can be 

seen in the shape of attacks throughout the country during different times. In 2009, a group of 12 TTP 

militants attacked the Manawan Police Academy in Lahore. The IMU has been involved in various 

terrorist activities within Pakistan over the years.  
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In 2011, four Uzbek terrorists attacked the PNS Mehran base in Karachi. In 2012, Uzbek militants played 

a major role in a jail-break incident at Bannu in which 100 militants attacked and some 400 inmates 

were freed.  Adnan Rasheed – a hard-core militant – was also among the freed. Then, in 2013, Uzbek 

militants played a crucial role in attacking the Dera Ismail Khan jail. The militants were able to free 170 

terrorists of the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Jundullah as a result of the jail break. On June 8, 

2014, a major terrorist incident occurred at Jinnah Terminal, Karachi. This attack shook the country to 

the core, after which the decision to launch operation Zarb-i-Azb was finalized. Against this backdrop, 

the decision to stop negotiations and launch a military operation was taken by the state, and thus 

operation Zarb-i-Azb began on June 15, 2014.  

The success of Zarb-i-Azb can be ascertained from the fact that there have been no major attacks in 

FATA since the inception of the operation and the achievements can also be measured in terms of the 

absence of any statements from the TTP and other similar groups. On 13 June 2015, the Pakistani 

military reported progress in the operation in the course of a year. It was reported that 2,763 militants 

had been killed so far, including 218 terrorist commanders in 9,000 intelligence based operations (IBOs).  

According to a military spokesman, “some 837 hideouts of terrorists have been destroyed and 253 tons 

of explosives recovered so far during the operation.” The Army also recovered 18,087 weapons, 

including heavy machine guns, light machine guns, sniper rifles, rocket launchers and AK-47s.2  

The entire nation, including all the political parties, civil and military leadership, all came together, and 

this led to the adoption of the National Action Plan. An All Parties Conference was convened which 

resulted in the agreement to launch the NAP, based on a 20 point agenda.  The APC decided to establish, 

for a period of two years, special military courts to be presided by Army Officers. For this purpose, an 

amendment in the constitution was introduced. The efforts against terrorism and militancy have 

witnessed many successes in recent months, and while the military has been at the vanguard in this 

effort, there is still some way to go before we can declare victory in this most important of wars. 

Operation Zarb-e-Azb has had its impact as has the Rangers Operation conducted in Karachi against 

terrorist and criminal elements. However, it may be noted that militancy cannot be defeated with the 

use of force only. The state needs to work on many other grounds as well. This includes the streamlining 

of religious schools and the evolution of a national narrative, which unites the nation in the fight against 

militancy and terrorism. The counterterrorism efforts must be coordinated between the center and the 

provinces, in order to achieve results.  
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The international community has appreciated Pakistan’s efforts in eliminating terrorist networks and has 

praised the successes achieved by the military operation Zarb-i-Azb. The United States and China have 

praised Pakistan in terms of this drive against terror. Soon after the launch of operation Zarb-i-Azb, Lt. 

Gen. Joseph Anderson, a senior commander for US and NATO forces in Afghanistan, noted in a 

Pentagon-hosted briefing from Afghanistan that the Haqqani network is now “fractured” like the 

Taliban.3  Similarly, the Vice Chairman of China’s Central Military Commission also praised Pakistan’s 

national consensus reached against terrorism and the country’s efforts and sacrifices in fighting the 

menace.4 However, the fight against terrorism and militancy is far from over, as Pakistan has to go a long 

way in completely eliminating the menace of terrorism from its entire territory. 
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