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Ambassador Masood Khan, ladies and gentlemen. Assalam
Alaikum. | deem it a special privilege to have been invited by the Institute
of Strategic Studies Islamabad to deliver the Inaugural Statement to this
very important Seminar on ‘Pakistan’s Role in Nuclear Security Summit
Process’. |

At the outset | would like to commend the intellectually superior
role that the ISSI has played over the years in the development of
Pakistan’s strategic thought by focusing on subjects of national and
international concerns. As DG SPD for over 15 years, | followed the
discourses atf. this forum with particular interest because these
contributed directly and indirectly at self-education at the SPD itself. | am
particularly aware that after the appointment of Ambassador Masood
Khan as the Director General, the ISSI has moved strongly in actively
leading the Islamabad family of strategic think tanks in areas of strategic
analysis with renewed vigour, clarity and energy. His appointment brings
to Islamabad an extremely rich mix of diplomatic, intellectual and hands-
on experience of international diplomacy that he has so successfully
conducted in the service of Pakistan in important Capitals. | always
considered him and a few other key Pakistani Diplomats as our warriors
on the first line of defence while safeguarding the interests of Pakistan’s
Nuclear Programme. Knowing him personally and professionally for
about the same time as | was DG SPD, | have the highest respect for his
abilities and intellect and have no doubt that under his stewardship, ISSI
will continue to retain its first rate status as Pakistan’s leading think tank.

The selection of the subject of ‘Pakistan’s Role in Nuclear Security
Summit Process’ is a good example of keeping with the times on
important developments as the fourth and last Summit is being held in
Washington next week. This Seminar in many ways is therefore




ts commitments to the objectives of the Nuclear Security Summit.
Coming as it does as the brainchild of Ambassador Masood Khan. |
have no doubt that the Seminar will be enriched by his personal
stewardship having being Pakistan’s Sherpa for the previous three
Summits with extensive knowledge of the inner workings of the
preparatory meetings. | know personally that he and his team of
professionals have worked most astutely to balance Pakistan's interests
with the sometimes conflicting interests of the international community.

Ladies and gentlemen, when a state becomes 2 nuclear power, its
first priority is to ensure and demonstrate that its nuclear capability is
credible and effective. Simultaneously, the national command and
control system has to ensure that its nuclear assets facilities and
personnel are safe and secure. After becoming a2 nuclear power,
national security becomes closely intertwined with nuclear security and
hence a nuclear weapon state's most pressing priority. As is well
recognized by now, during the development of our nuclear capability and
after demonstrating it, Pakistan has attached the highest importance to
nuclear security.

When President Barack Obama took the initiative, in 2009, to
launch a Nuclear Security Summit process, we were fully prepared
because Pakistan had already taken a series of strong measures to
strengthen its nuclear security in a comprehensive manner. As |
mentioned earlier, we equate nuclear security with our national security.
Therefore, there could be no compromise on the security dimension of
our nuclear programme.

Over the years, the Strategic Plans Division that | had the privilege
of heading for over 15 years, conceived and developed a rigorous
nuclear security regime. After Pakistan successfully tested nuclear
weapons following India's tests in May 1998, our first task was of course
to operationalize nuclear warheads and delivery vehicles at priority, raise
tri services Strategic Forces as the end users while ensuring one
hundred per cent security. This was done at the strategic, operational
and tactical levels, and therefore, while we consider our operational






