
Chairman, Ambassador Khalid Mehmood, 
Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am delighted to attend the Inauguration 
Ceremony of the China-Pakistan Study Centre 

The China-Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC) 
was formally inaugurated at the Institute 
of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) on 16 
June 2017. His Excellency Mr.Sartaj Aziz, 
Adviser to the Prime Minister on Foreign 
Affairs, was the Chief Guest of the ceremony. 
He was accompanied by His Excellency 
Mr. Sun Weidong, Ambassador of the 
People’s Republic of China. A large number 
of distinguished audience from across 
diplomatic missions, officials, scholars from 

think tanks, free-lance persons, and media 
etc. were present.

Ambassador Khalid Mahmood, Chairman, 
Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad 
delivered the Welcome Address and 
Ambassador Sun Weidong made his remarks 
at the occasion. The Chief Guest Sartaz Aziz 
delivered the Inaugural Address. Dr Ahmad 
Rashid Malik, Director of the CPSC, conducted 
the ceremony.  

Remarks by Mr. Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs

The China-Pakistan Study Center
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at the Institute of Strategic Studies. I believe 
that this Study Centre will be a promising 
addition for providing a dynamic platform 
for scholars of both the countries to jointly 
pursue research projects on many areas of 
common interests and further promoting and 
cementing academic and scholarly exchanges 
between Pakistan and China. 

Think-tanks and Study centres are the 
nerve-centres of ideas and policy initiative 
so necessary for overall development and 
growth of countries. They provide vision 
and guidelines to embark on the journey of 
prosperity and progress. Knowledge creation 
and innovative research is key to excel in this 
globalized world. In this regard, The Institute 
of Strategic Studies has rendered outstanding 
services in excellent research and interaction 
on strategic and related issues. 

Pakistan and China are “Iron Brothers”. 
History bears testimony to the fact that this 
great friendship has stood the tests of time 
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and has moved from strength to strength 
under successive generations of leaders of 
both the countries. But in the past four years, 
it is crossed new thresholds and culminated 
in CPEC. 

This strategic cooperative partnership must 
also include enhanced, pragmatic and 
meaningful cooperation in research, academia 
and science & technology. There is a need in 
this context to link Pakistani Think-Tanks with 
their counterparts in China. These linkages 
would help in promoting better understanding 
of the vision of the two countries and focusing 
on complementarities between the peoples 
of Pakistan and China. I have a great hope 
that this institute would also make a major 
contribution to this objective. 

I am confident that the timely initiative of 
establishing this centre will provide the policy 
makers and intelligentsia the key resources 

to fully understand contours of bilateral 
relations between Pakistan and China and 
also provide opportunities to explore and 
expand cooperation. 
It goes without saying that China’s rise and 
economic pre-eminence is creating a new, 
economically prosperous and vibrant region. 
We in the region are fortunate to be at the 
centre of these dynamic changes. Together 
we must employ our academic and research 
resources to promote regional connectivity, 
trade, cultural, economic and people-
to-people linkages, to create sustainable 
development and prosperity. 

In the recently held Belt and Road Forum 
in Beijing, a full session was dedicated to 
connectivity of think tanks among the OBOR 
countries. In my address there, I highlighted 
the need for closer cooperation among 
the think tanks for exchange of ideas and 
the need to come together and pool our 

intellectual resources. Through knowledge 
and experience sharing, both countries can 
learn, grow and progress together in the light 
of shared vision of common development and 
shared prosperity. 

In the context of the far reaching Belt and 
Road Initiative and its flagship project: China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), this Study 
Centre would prove to be a milestone for 
promoting academic exchanges and linking 
up think-tanks of both countries. I hope the 
centre will attract scholars and research of 
high quality. 

I can say with confidence that under the 
seasoned chairmanship of Ambassador Khalid 
Mehmood, the China-Pakistan Study Centre 
will play a significant role in the domain of 
academic and scholarly exchanges between 
two great neighbours and brotherly nations.  
I thank you

Statement of Ambassador Khalid Mahmood,
Chairman, Institute of Strategic Studies, Islamabad (ISSI)

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

Assalam -o-Alaikum!

It is with great pleasure that I welcome 
Honourable Mr. Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to 
the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs, His 
Excellency Mr. Sun Weidong, Ambassador of 
the People’s Republic of China and all of you 
at this ceremony of the Inauguration of the 
China-Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC) that we 
have recently established within the Institute 
of Strategic Studies Islamabad. To begin with, 
the Centre with Dr. Ahmad Rashid Malik as its 
Director has three researchers; Ms. Neelum 
Nigar, Mr. Muhammad Faisal and Mr. Ali Haider.
As you would know the ISSI was established 

in 1973, among other things, to advise the 
Government on strategic issues. The China 
Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC) likewise would 
act as an integral part of ISSI to provide 
research based input on various facets of 
Pakistan-China relations.

China is a great friend of Pakistan. The two 
countries have a history of splendid relationship. 
Their relationship guarantees peace and 
stability in South Asia and even beyond. This 
model relationship has been expanding in many 
directions, from the diplomatic to strategic, and 
now moving to achieve new milestones in 
the economic domain with the initiation of 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. The China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is the 

stimulus behind the launch of the CPSC, as we 
believe that the CPEC will also be a knowledge 
and research corridor.
The dedicated aim of the CPSC is to carry 
out research on China’s role in the region 
and the world and to see how it is helpful in 
further solidifying Pakistan-China relations. 
It would serve as the pivot of excellence for 
learning about the Chinese society, history, 
culture, politics, economy, and government. 
The Centre would provide policy inputs to the 
Government on China-Pakistan relations and 
act as a service-provider for businesses of the 
two countries as well as for academia and the 
public at large. The findings of the Centre will 
be published in the form of books, a regular 
bi-annual journal, reports, and monographs. 
The Centre will also conduct seminars and 
public talks.

ISSI and I personally are grateful to Honurable 
Sartaj Aziz for taking the time out of his busy 
schedule to inaugurate the China-Pakistan 
Centre today. It is reflective of his abiding 
interest in consolding and nurturing the 
precious friendly bonds between Pakistan and 
China. His services in this regard are widely 
acknowledged. I also thank His Excellency 
Sun Weidong for his participation in this 
event. The Institute is grateful to him and the 
Embassy of China for all their assistance and 
cooperation towards the establishment of the 
Centre. We look forward to their continued 
interest and support. And I am thankful to 
all of you, Ladies and Gentlemen, for gracing 
this occasion. This shows how much you value 
Pakistan-China ties and your commitment to 
see them grow further and prosper.

Thank you !



3 Newsletter The China-Pakistan Study Centre

Honorable Mr. Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs,

Honorable Amb. Khalid Mahmood, Chairman 
of the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad, 

Dr. Ahmad Rashid Malik, Director of the ISSI 
China-Pakistan Study Center, 

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,
    
Aslam Alegum and good morning to you all. 

It is my pleasure to attend the inauguration of 
the China-Pakistan Study Center established 
at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad. 
The establishment of the Center is the latest 
outcome of cooperation between the Chinese 
Embassy in Pakistan and the ISSI. And it marks 
that the Chinese Studies of the ISSI has reached 
a new level. On behalf of the Chinese Embassy 
in Pakistan, I would like to extend my warm 
congratulations to the ISSI for the establishment 
of its China-Pakistan Study Center.  
  
Dear friends,
The establishment of the China-Pakistan Study 
Center is just at right time. I notice that more 
and more Pakistani friends want to know 
more about China, its policies and relations. 
They are wondering how China emerges as 
the second largest economy of the world, 
what opportunities that China’s development 
will bring to the world and what impact will 
China’s peaceful development have on the 
international relations. These questions need 
to be addressed and explored by scholars 
of both countries. In my mind, there are 
at least three reasons behind China’s fast 
development. 
The first is the strong leadership of the 
Communist Party of China. China has come 
this far because the Chinese people have, 
under the leadership of the CPC, blazed a 

development path that suits China’s actual 
conditions. This path could be featured as 
focusing on economic construction, pursuing 
reform and innovation and pursuing common 
development through opening-up.
The second is peaceful development. China 
has always respected the sovereignty of 
other countries, upheld international justice, 
and attached great importance to a good 
and friendly neighborhood. China has never 
sought hegemony or expansion. China’s 
foreign policy has consistently been built on 
the five principles of peaceful coexistence. 
The third is the hard work and perseverance 
of the Chinese people. Hard work and 
perseverance are qualities that have defined 
the Chinese nation for several thousand years. 
We Chinese are not magicians. We know only 
too well that only hard work can change our 
future. For a big country with over 1.3 billion 
people, development can be only achieved 
with the dedication and tireless efforts.
Dear friends, 
China is willing to share its development 
opportunities with other countries while pursuing 
its own development. As Chinese President 
Xi Jinping once said, China’s development has 
benefited from the international community, and 
we are ready to provide more public goods to the 
international community.  
One of the pubic goods that China provided 
is the initiative of building the Belt and Road 
Initiative. The Belt and Road Initiative is 
carrying the virtue of peaceful cooperation, 
openness and inclusiveness, mutual learning, 
mutual benefit and win-win spirit. This is 
the great spirit of Silk Road. Today, we are 
building the Belt and Road Initiative under 
the principles of wide consultation, joint 
contribution and shared benefits so as to 
make this spirit shining again.
The Belt and Road initiative has been 
widely welcomed by regional countries 
and international community. As you have 
noticed, one month ago, the Belt and Road 
Forum for International Cooperation was 

Remarks by Ambassador Sun Weidong,
Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China
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held successfully in Beijing. More than 1,500 
distinguished guests from 130 countries and 
70 international organizations, including 
29 state or government leaders from all 
over the world gathered together and 
discussed cooperation on the Belt and Road 
construction under the theme of win-win 
cooperation. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
and senior ministers of Pakistan also attended 
the BRF forum in Beijing and contributed 
significantly to the success of the BRF Forum. 
And CPEC is a pilot project of BRI which has 
come into the stage of early harvest. 

Dear friends,
In the future, China will contribute more 
public goods to the common development of 
the world. During the BRF Forum, President 
Xi has announced a series of measures to 
promote the Belt and Road cooperation. For 
example, China will contribute an additional 
RMB 100 billion to the Silk Road Fund. The 
China Development Bank and the Export-
Import Bank of China will set up special lending 
schemes respectively worth RMB 250 billion 
equivalent and RMB 130 billion equivalent 
to support Belt and Road cooperation 
on infrastructure, industrial capacity and 
financing. China will provide assistance worth 
RMB 60 billion to developing countries and 
international organizations participating in 
the Belt and Road Initiative to launch more 
projects to improve people’s well-being. 

Dear friends,  
As a leading Think-tank in Pakistan, the ISSI has 
attached great importance to Chinese Studies 
and made great contributions in interpreting 
China’s development and its relations with 
Pakistan. In particular, Amb. Khalid Mahood, 
Chairman of the ISSI and Amb. Masood Khan, 
the former Director General of the ISSI have 
made personal efforts in introducing China 
and promoting China-Pakistan friendship. I 
would like to extend my appreciation for all 
your contributions. I also congratulate Dr. 
Ahmad Rashid Malik who acts as Director 
of the Center. I believe that under your 
leadership, the Center will become a better 
platform for Chinese Studies and a new bridge 
of friendship between China and Pakistan. 
The Chinese Embassy will continue to support 
the ISSI and the Center in the future. 
The Chinese Embassy will also work closely 
with our diplomatic colleagues from Pakistan, 
and deepen our cooperation and coordination 
in international and regional affairs so as to 
safeguard our common interests.

May I wish the China-Pakistan Study Center 
a full success. May I wish China-Pakistan 
friendship last forever. 

Thanks and Shukria! 

July 2017
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Dr Ahmad Rashid Malik, Director CPSC, conducts the inaugural 
ceremony of CPSC

Amb Khalid Mahmood, H.E. Sartaj Aziz, and Amb Sun Weidong
at the inauguration ceremony of CPSC 

H.E. Sartaj Aziz & Amb Sun Weidong visit the CPSC 

Audience at CPSC inauguration

Amb Khalid Mahmood, Chairman ISSI, presents memento
to H.E. Sartaj Aziz

Amb Khalid Mahmood, Chairman ISSI, presents memento
to Amb Sun Weidong

Audience at CPSC inauguration

Amb Khalid Mahmood, Amb Sun Weidong,
& Dr Ahmad Rashid Malik
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The year 2017, an important year for China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor, would enable 
Pakistan to witness new era of development 
with completion of CPEC early harvest projects. 
“A number of mega projects in infrastructure 
and Gwadar is breaking ground this year” 
remarked Federal Minister for Planning, 
Development & Reform while presiding a high 
level meeting here at Planning Commission to 
review progress on CPEC projects.

The meeting was attended by officials of the 
federal ministries, provincial governments and 
officials from Chinese Embassy at Islamabad.
Officials from line ministries briefed about 
progress on the ongoing projects under 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in 
various sectors including communication, 
railways, infrastructure, energy, Gwadar 
Port and special industrial zones.Federal 
Minister for Planning Ahsan Iqbal has 
expressed satisfaction over the progress 
on CPEC projects. He said the current year 
is important for CPEC as a number of early 
harvest project are achieving its commercial 
operation date in 2017.“Sahiwal Coal Power 
project has been completed much a head 
of its stipulated time, starting generation of 
1330 MW of electricity” Minister said, adding 
a number of energy project under CPEC 
and non CPEC will enable us to overcome 
the challenge of load shedding.He said that 
construction work on a number of projects 
in transport infrastructure sector is going 
on in full swing. “These road projects would 
ensure not only connectivity within Pakistan 
and well-being of the people belonging to 
the underdeveloped areas but in the whole 
region, paving grounds for sustainable growth 
and inclusive development. Minister said the 
timely completion of these projects would be 
a success for the people of Pakistan.

He said Pakistan and China have signed 
framework agreement of Pakistan Railway 
Main Line-1 project, an initiative which would 
revolutionize transportation system in the 
country. “This mega project, beginning this 
year, would completely upgrade rail system 
and the main track from Karachi to Peshawar, 
allowing Pakistanis to enjoy modern transport 
facilities.He further maintained that new 

technologies were being introduced in 
infrastructure, transportation and engineering 
sectors due to CPEC projects. “The Economic 
Corridor is helping Pakistan open new avenues 
of knowledge based economy as it has great 
opportunity to learn the state-of-the-art 
knowledge and technologies in transport 
sector, Ahsan Iqbal remarked. He said 
Pakistani universities and research institutes 
should tap those opportunities by making 
comprehensive planning in this regard. He 
directed the Higher Education Commission 
to ensure immediate introduction of 
academic programs in the sector of transport 
engineering.He emphasized that universities 
should establish linkages with Chinese 
institutes to ensure transfer of knowledge in 
this important field.

About Gwadar project, Minister instructed 
to fast track work on a number important 
mega projects. Framework agreement of 
Gwadar Eastbay Express way and grant 
agreement of international airport has been 
signed between China and Pakistan. Minister 
said that fully fledged construction work 
would commence on these projects within 
months. Minister directed to speed up work 
on water supply project in Gwadar to address 
the drinking water issue. He also instructed 
official of Gwadar development authority to 
immediately work for revitalizing the existing 
desalination plant at Karwat so that it can 
provide water to the local population during 
the summer season. Minister further stated 
that contract of the Gwadar Master City Plan 
has been signed. “This project would develop 
Gwadar at par with international modern port 
cities like Singapore and Hong Kong”

Minister said those Chinese citizens working 
in Pakistan on CPEC projects are our national 
guests who are busy in development of 
Pakistan. “Pakistani nation considers security 
of Chinese workers as a national duty”, he 
added. Minister said that Pakistan will leave 
no stone unturned for protection of workers 
on CPEC projects.

Associated Press of Pakistan (APP),
June 12, 2017

Completion of CPEC Early Harvest Projects would bring a new 
era of Development and Prosperity in Pakistan: Ahsan Iqbal

July 2017

Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Chief of 
Army Staff Qamar Javed Bajwa in Islamabad 
on 25 June 2017. Wang Yi said that Pakistan’s 
army plays a critically important role in the 
country’s national process and is a firmer 
supporter to China-Pakistan friendship. It is 
hoped that Pakistan’s military could make 
new efforts to defend national interests, 
safeguard regional stability and enhance 
bilateral strategic cooperation. The Chinese 
side appreciates Pakistan for its great 
contributions and national sacrifice to the 
cause of international anti-terrorism, thanks 
Pakistan for its firm support to fight against 
the East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), 
and will continue to firmly stand together with 
Pakistan on issues concerning the country’s 
core interests.

Wang Yi expressed that my visits to Pakistan 
and Afghanistan at invitation this time are 
mainly to, at the request of both sides, mediate 
to improve Pakistan-Afghanistan relations 
and push forward Afghanistan’s political 
reconciliation. Through friendly consultation, 
the three parties have reached a common 
stance and issued press communiqué, sending 
out positive and affirmative signals. One of 
the core contents of the press communiqué 
is that Pakistan and Afghanistan should set up 
a crisis management mechanism to exchange 
information in time, reestablish mutual trust 
and enhance crisis management, which is an 
important step for Pakistan and Afghanistan 
to improve relations. China appreciates the 
two countries’ open and inclusive manner. It 
is hoped that Pakistan and Afghanistan could 
reach an agreement on specific operational 
details of the mechanism at an early date, and 
earnestly implement various contents of the 
communiqué.

Qamar Javed Bajwa said that Pakistan and 
China are all-weather strategic cooperative 
partners. The Pakistani military commits to 
the endeavor of international anti-terrorism, 
does not allow any terrorist organizations 
to conduct terrorist attacks in Pakistan’s 
territory, and will continue to firmly fight 
against the violent terrorist forces of the 
ETIM. The Pakistani military thanks China’s 
efforts in mediating and improving Pakistan-
Afghanistan relations, supports the press 
communiqué reached by the three parties, 
and believes it not only conforms to the 
interests of various parties, but also is 
conducive to maintaining local peace and 
stability. Pakistan supports Afghanistan’s 
domestic reconciliation process, and thinks 
that stakeholders in the region should reach 
consensus on this and persistently advance it.

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Beijing,
June 25, 2017

Wang Yi Meets with 
Chief of Army Staff 
Qamar Javed Bajwa 
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Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) will soon 
set up a Chinese language and culture centre in 
Gwadar in collaboration with Beijing Institute 
of Graphic Communication (BIGC). A feasibility 
report to this effect is being prepared to 
establish the center at the earliest. It will be 
an educational response to China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC)

The News International (Rawalpindi),
June 5, 2017

Pakistan expects China to fund a long-
delayed Indus river mega dam project in 
Gilgit-Baltistan, with work beginning next 
year, Planning Minister Ahsan Iqbal said in an 
interview. The $12 to 14 billion Diamer-Bhasha 
dam should generate 4,500 megawatts (MW) 
of electricity, and a vast new reservoir would 
regulate the flow of water to farmland that 
is vulnerable to increasingly erratic weather 
patterns. The minister said a Chinese company 
from a Beijing-picked shortlist and a local 
partner would build the dam over a 10-year 
period, and work should begin in the “next 
financial year.”

Dawn (Islamabad), June 14, 2017

The first Pakistan-owned early-harvest 
wind power project constructed under the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
framework has started commercial operation 
after passing required assesments. The 
49.5MW facility developed by Sachal Energy 
Development (Private) Limited over 680 acres 
of land in the Jhimpir Wind Corridor in Sindh 
province was wholly financed by the Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of China.

The success of the project sets a good 
example for the construction of CPEC and 
the “Belt and Road” initiative, according 
to Global Times. Sachal Energy is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Arif Habib Corporation 
Limited, one of the largest private sector 
conglomerates in Pakistan. It has received 
formal notification from the Central Power 
Purchasing Agency (Guarantee) Limited. The 
company is committed to supplying electricity 
to the national grid through the National 

Transmission and Dispatch Company for 20 
years under an energy purchase agreement.
The project comprises 33 wind turbine 
generators manufactured by Goldwind of 
China whereas HydroChina is the engineering, 
procurement and construction (EPC) as 
well as operation and maintenance (O&M) 
contractor of the project. It is the first project 
that has received Sinosure-backed financing 
and has been 100% financed by the Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of China. IFC to provide 
$238m for largest wind power farm. Pakistan 
and China have signed $57-billion worth of 
energy and infrastructure projects under the 
CPEC framework. The bulk of the investment 
is going to the energy projects, including 
renewable and clean energy to bridge the 
energy shortfall.

The Express Tribune (Islamabad),
June 24, 2017

AIOU to set up 
Chinese language 
centre in Gwadar

China set to fund 
Diamer-Bhasha Dam

First Pakistan-owned wind power
project starts operation
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Minister for Planning, Development 
and Reforms Ahsan Iqbal has said that 
Pakistan is smoothly implementing 
the China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and we are very satisfied with 
the speed of the implementation. “China 
has promised $57 billion in investment 
in projects along CPEC, part of the Belt 
and Road Initiative proposed by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in 2013 which aims 
to link China with the Middle East and 
Europe,” he said in an interview on the 

sidelines of the World Economic Forum 
in Dalian, China. He said, “In addition 
to the investment pledges from China, 
Pakistan would invest close to $10 
billion. The economic corridor, to be 
completed in three phases by 2030, will 
boost Pakistan’s energy security and 
infrastructure, helping it to attract more 
foreign investment.”

The Nation (Islamabad), June 30, 2017

Govt satisfied with speed of
CPEC implementation
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The CICA Second Non-Governmental Forum 
Convened at Beijing

Construction work on $8 billion China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor’s project of 
Pakistan Railways - upgradation of Main Line-
1 - is likely to start this year. The inauguration 
of two phases of ML-I will simultaneously 
take place during 2017 while the 3rd phase 
will start after 2020,. Upgradation of ML-1 is 
planned to be implemented in three phases 
with an estimated cost of 8.2 billion whereas 
the phase-I and II would be completed 
together in next five years.

Pakistan and China have signed framework 
agreement of the project during belt and road 
forum last month. “Signing of this agreement 
has paved way for implementation of the 
ML-I upgradation project and now there is no 
hurdle in its execution,” sources said. Pakistan 

The Second Non-governmental forum of the 
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in Asia (CICA) was 
held in Beijing on June 28. CICA non-
governmental forum had its first annual 
session in 2015 in Beijing.

Nearly 300 delegations from CICA member 
countries, observers, former politicians, think 
tanks, social groups, and media attended the 
forum to discuss common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security in Asia, as 
well as the Belt and Road construction. Besides 
a plenary session, there were eight roundtables 
covering topics such as cyberspace security, 
anti-terror cooperation, climate change and the 
implementation of United Nations 2030 agenda 
for Sustainable Development. China now holds 
the CICA presidency.

Chinese President Xi Jinping sent a 
congratulatory message in which he stated 
that the CICA celebrates its 25th anniversary 
of founding this year, and has served the 
common expectations of Asian countries 
seeking security and development in the 

region. Stressing on the expansion of 
cooperation among countries and establishing 
peace all over the world, the Secretary of 
the Conference, Yuan Chen, in the opening 
ceremony of the second annual forum said 
that achieving these goals are not merely 
the mission of the governments and their 
organizations, rather the non-governmental 
entities should feel responsible and play a 
more active role to realise them.  

The establishment of the CICA Non-
governmental forum was an important 
initiative proposed by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping at the CICA Shanghai Summit in May 
2014.The First Conference of this forum was 
successfully held in Beijing in May 2015. The 
CICA Second Non-governmental conference 
was hosted by the Chinese People’s Institute 
of Foreign Affairs, organized by the People’s 
Government of Beijing Municipality, co-
organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
and supported by the China Public Diplomacy 
Association.

Report by Dr Ahmad Rashid Malik

On the invitation of the Chinese People’s 
Institute, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
People’s Republic of China, Dr Ahmad Rashid 
Malik, Director, China-Pakistan Study Centre 
(CPSC), ISSI, visited China on 26-30 June 
2017 to participate at the CICA Second Non-
Governmental Conference held at Beijing. 
He spoke on current security situation of 
Pakistan and emphasised that CPEC does not 

China appears to be nearing its dream to 
put a man on the moon, with an official 
saying that it would “not take long” before 
Beijing approved a manned lunar project. 
Yang Liwei, Deputy Director General of China 
Manned Space Agency, said China is making 
“preliminary preparations” for a manned 
lunar mission.
The Telegraph (London), June 7, 2017

Work on $8b CPEC 
railway project to 

start this year

CICA Second
Non-Governmental 
Conference, Beijing

China prepares 
for manned moon 

landing

CPEC Project Director Hassan Daud said 
Eastern and Western routes of CPEC will be 
completed by early 2019. In an interview, he 
said the first phase of CPEC envisages projects 
relating to road infrastructure, railways and 
energy sectors. These projects are expected 
to be completed by the end of this year.

He said the 2nd phase of CPEC envisages 
establishment of economic zones, which 
will bolster industrial growth in the country. 
Hassan Daud said that nine zones will be 
established in all the provinces including FATA. 
Feasibility reports are being finalized for these 
zones. He said the provincial governments are 
taking interest in the economic zones which 
will go a long way in boosting Pakistan’s 
industrial production.

Hassan Daud also made it clear that all the 
economic zones are not Chinese specific 
and Pakistani investors are being given 
equal opportunities and incentives for the 
investment. He said special incentives would 
be given to local investors who are willing to 
invest in the economic zones.

He was confident that CPEC will also increase 
people to people contact and education 
collaboration between Pakistan and China. 
He said top five universities of the both 
courtiers will be linked for research purpose. 
He said nine Pakistan study centers would be 
established in the Chinese universities while 
China has already established its centers in 
our universities. Vocational training centers 
are also being set up to take full advantage 
of the opportunities to be generated by the 
CPEC related project.

Pakistan Today (Islamabad),
June 29, 2017 (Condensed)

Eastern and Western 
routes of CPEC to be 
completed by 2019

and China have already completed the 
feasibility study of ML-1 and establishment of 
Havelian dry port in July 2016 as a prioritised/
early harvest project under CPEC.

The Nation (Islamabad),
June 24, 2017 (Condensed)

question India’s sovereignty as such and the 
Western route does not go into any Indian 
territory. Kashmir is a disputed territory 
and its resolution is pending in the United 
Nations. He said that in this perspective 
Indian objection on CPEC is baseless.    
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President Xi vows continuous support 
to Hong Kong

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi Visits Islamabad

Foreign Ministers of China, Afghanistan and Pakistan and 
a crisis management mechanism between Pakistan and 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi paid an official two-day 
visit to Islamabad on 24-25 June. Upon his arrival, Chief 
Minister of the Punjab, Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif 
welcomed the guest. Wang Yi visited Islamabad to discuss 
bilateral ties. He held talks with Sartaj Aziz, Adviser on 
Foreign Affairs, on wide range of bilateral issues and to bring 
peace in Afghanistan. He also held talks with Army Chief 
General Qamar JavedBajwa in Rawalpindi. Tension has been 
mounting high between Pakistan and Afghanistan and China 
wants to play the role of a mediator. China pushed for 
creating détente between Pakistan and Afghanistan and to 
set up athree-way crisis-management mechanism comprising 
China, Pakistan, and Afghanistan and to shuttle peace 
diplomacy. “China sincerely wishes for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan to improve relations, rebuild mutual trust strength-
en cooperation, achieve mutual safety and mutually develop-
ment,” Wang said, according to the communiqué.
Wang Yi said that China will continue to playing its role for 
development and progress in Pakistan. He said that the CPEC 
will bring peace and prosperity in the region. He said both the 
countries want to promote trade and industry. He praised 
speedy progress and economic stability in the Punjab and 
efforts of Shahbaz Sharif for good governance. Wang Yi said 
that Pakistan is China’s all-weather strategic and cooperative 
partner. This kind of bilateral relations are fairly unique in 
China’s foreign relations, and have gone through the test of 
history, wind and rain.China thanks Pakistan for its firm 
support to fight against the violent terrorism of the East 
Turkistan Islamic Movement. Being at the forefront of 
anti-terrorism, Pakistan has made important contributions to 
the cause of international anti-terrorism for many years. 
Sartaj Aziz said that recently, violent terrorist attacks occur 
frequently, making international anti-terrorism situation 
tougher.Deeply plagued by terrorism, the Pakistani side 
stands ready to make greater efforts with the international 
community to jointly combat all forms of terrorism. Pakistan 
is willing to strengthen contacts and improve relations with 
Afghanistan, and support political reconciliation process in 
Afghanistan, which completely conform to the common 
interests of both sides.
The Pakistani side has already made a series of political and 
diplomatic efforts, and hopes to reactivate relevant dialogue 
mechanisms and channels, which requires the two sides to 
meet each other half way. Pakistan is willing to, through 
consultation, establish trilateral meeting mechanism of 
Foreign Ministers of China, Afghanistan and Pakistan and a 
crisis management mechanism between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, enhance dialogue and cooperation, and proper-
ly handle differences.

Report by Dr Ahmad Rashid Malik


