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Nothing seems to be new in the 

Pakistan and US ties, and the 

latest set of allegations towards 

Pakistan come as no surprise.  

The Trump Administration has accused 

Pakistan of being selective in its 

approach towards fighting the Taliban 

and allowing Taliban-linked insurgents a place to plot deadly strikes in Afghanistan and regroup after 

ground offensives.1 After President Trump took office, Islamabad appeared confident about a more 

“substantive” and mutually "advantageous" engagement with the new administration.2  However, 

Pakistan's optimism which was established rather swiftly after a brief phone conversation between 

Pakistan's former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and the US President Donald Trump, followed by 

Islamabad’s direct contacts with the Trump team,3 seems to have come to an end earlier than expected.  

President Donald Trump and his administration is hardening its approach towards Pakistan to crack 

down on Pakistan-based militants launching attacks in neighbouring Afghanistan.4 Pakistan, a front line 

country and a major non-NATO ally of the US in its war on terrorism is once again faced with a 'do more' 

mantra all over again. Pakistan, it must be said, has categorically and repeatedly denied taking up any 

policy which favours a selective approach to terrorists.  

The Trump Administration has started to look back at Pakistan through the lens of Afghanistan, reviving 

the AfPak dogma; and as a consequence, pushing the relations back by years again. The hardening 

stance is also visible in the recent report published by the US State Department, characterising Pakistan 

as an influential external actor that is directly involved in affecting Afghanistan's stability.5 The US, in its 
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ritualistic manner, now threatens Pakistan that it will take away the country's status as a non-NATO ally6 

- merely a symbolic title with little or no benefits - and to significantly cut down on its foreign aid7.  

The Trump Administration in its utter ignorance fails to understand that the foreign aid that it threatens 

to take away from Pakistan does not come as an accounted favour. It is accompanied by a vicious cycle 

of conditions and technical lingo which the donor country exploits to put undue pressure on the 

recipient country. The foreign aid assistance which the US harasses Pakistan with has been used to fight 

the extremist groups and terrorists that the US is endeavouring to eliminate. Also, the billions of dollars 

of US military aid to Pakistan eventually ends up in buying US made weapons and other equipment.  

Furthermore, to throw more weight on Pakistan, the Trump Administration has proposed to restart and 

broaden the drone strikes inside Pakistan.8 Pakistan's Army Chief of Staff, General Qamar Bajwa has 

criticized this approach as "unilateral actions" and "counterproductive, and against (the) spirit of 

ongoing cooperation and intelligence sharing being diligently undertaken by Pakistan.9 

The US National Security Adviser Gen. H.R. McMaster, in an interview, has also asked Pakistan to change 

its "paradoxical" policy of supporting selective terror groups. Towing the line of Pakistan’s two 

neighbours - India and Afghanistan – Gen. McMaster has accused Pakistan of being selective in its war 

against terrorism.10 The accusations made by the US just reflects its obtuse attitude towards Pakistan's 

and the sacrifices it has made in the war that was brought to its doorstep, incidentally by the US itself. 

This significant change in the US stance comes after two major developments; firstly, after President 

Trump granted unrestricted powers to the US military in Afghanistan, and secondly; post Indian Prime 

Minister Modi's visit to the US in June 2017 and signing of numerous defence deals between the two 

countries. In spite of growing US-India strategic ties, many officials in the Trump Administration are 
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sceptical of the prospects of success, and that strengthening US ties to India, Pakistan's arch-enemy, 

undermine chances of a breakthrough with Islamabad.11 

The current mindset in the Trump Administration regarding Pakistan has been slowly built to chaperon 

the mindset of a select few. Washington needs to stop its romance with the select few countries in the 

region and come up with an empirical policy towards Pakistan, and the region. The recent statements 

point to the fact that the Trump Administration refuses to recognise the efforts made by Pakistan over 

the past few years against all the terrorist elements without any discrimination. Pakistan has never 

allowed anybody to use its soil against any other country12 and it does not play the politics of good or 

bad Taliban as it has been most effected by their existence.  

Pakistan today is a growing and thriving economy, and was upgraded from a frontier economy to an 

emerging market in the MSCI index.13 The economic growth of Pakistan and the success of CPEC projects 

despite all the internal challenges and external pressures, promises to make Pakistan an economically 

diverse country challenging the economic status quo in the region.  Keeping this reality in mind, the  US 

needs to change its 'selective' stance towards South Asia, specially with regards to its relations with the 

two nuclear power states in the region. 
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