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Farewell to Ambassador Sun Weidong

Ambassador Sun Weidong paid a farewell call 
on Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi in 
Islamabad on 6 October. The Prime Minister 
commended the services of the outgoing 
Ambassador in further strengthening the 
strong bonds of friendship between Pakistan 
and China, and in facilitating the smooth and 
expeditious execution of the CPEC projects.

A farewell reception was arranged by the 
Embassy of People’s Republic of China at 
Islamabad on 9 October 2017 in the honour 
of the outgoing Ambassador Sun Weidong. 
The reception was attended by the Speaker 
of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar 
Ayaz Sadiq, various ministers, politicians, 
diplomats, and people from different walks 
of life. 

Ambassador Sun Weidong said “I am very 
fortunate to be the Ambassador of China to 
Pakistan in my first tenure as the Ambassador. 
China and Pakistan are “Iron Brothers”. The 
relationship between our two countries 
is a model of state-to-state relations. It is 
my glorious mission to contribute to the 
friendship between China and Pakistan”, 
he said. He Weidong closely worked on the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
since it was formally signed in 2015. He 
stated that “I am very fortunate to witness 
the birth and growth of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor. Under the joint guidance 
and support of our two leaders, CPEC has 
progressed smoothly in a short span of four 
years and entered the stage of Early-Harvest. 
It is our pride to see CPEC has become the 

flagship project of the Belt and Road Initiative. 
The economic and social benefits of CPEC will 
continue to increase, which will benefit the 
people of two countries and the region.” He 
also talked about the electricity shortage and 
the improvement of the security situation 
by effectively curbing terrorism during his 
tenure at Islamabad. He hoped that “the goal 
of building China-Pakistan Community of 
“Shared Destiny” will come true.” 

The Speaker acknowledged that the time-
tested and infinite relationship between two 
countries is based on the firm foundations of 
mutual respect, trust, peaceful co-existence 
and brotherly neighbourhood. It indeed goes 
to the credit of the visionary leadership of the 
two countries, he added. He also recognised 
the kind support of Ambassador Sun Weidong 
for Green Parliament Project and for all of 
his devoted efforts in promoting closer ties 
between China and Pakistan. Ayaz Sadiq said 
that said that the recent years have witnessed 
smooth development of bilateral relationship, 
increasingly strengthened constructive 
cooperation, active exchanges of people 
and culture and positive consultation and 
coordination on international affairs between 
Pakistan and China. 

Earlier, Ambassador Sun Weidong paid a 
farewell call on the Ayaz Sadiq at the National 
Assembly of Pakistan on 21 September. 
Ayaz Sadiq remarked on that occasion that 
“Pak-China strategic partnership is highly 
essential for peace and development in 
the region and beyond.” Referring to CPEC 
as game-changer project for the regional 
development, he stated that the realisation 
of CPEC is manifestation of shared dream of 
unprecedented prosperity for our region. He 
said that relations with China are bedrock of 
Pakistan’s foreign policy and further added 
that Pakistan and China are committed to an 
all-encompassing and enduring partnership 
to support each other at international and 
regional forums.

Speaking on the occasion, the Ambassador 
narrated historical facts of the Pakistan-China 
relations and said that these relations are 
durable, time-tested and beyond the effects 
of politics and economics. He said both China 
and Pakistan will continue supporting each 
other on international and regional issues and 
their friendship will grow stronger with the 
passage of time.

Embassy of People’s Republic of China and Dr 
Ahmad Rashid Malik
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Chairman of Senate 
Committee on Foreign 
Affairs Mushahid Hussain 
Syed said that China had 
always supported Pakistan 
at international forums 
on issues of economy and 
security. Talking to APP, 
he said it was a wrong 
impression that India has 
started to dominate the 
relationship of Pakistan and 
China. Mushahid, who is also 
chairman of CPEC committee, 
said the same things stated 
in BRICS conference were 
expressed a year before in 
Heart of Asia Conference in 
December 2016. Pakistan 
and China participated in 
that conference in Amritsar, 
he said adding the names of 
organisations taken in the 
BRIC conference were not 

owned by Pakistan. He 
said Pakistan also had the 
same viewpoint which was 
expressed by China during 
the conference. 

Foreign Offices of Pakistan 
and China were in touch 
about their stance, he added. 
Pakistan and China had 
complete coordination on 
the issue of terrorism and 
both sides had a forceful 
opinion, he added. He said 
friendship of Pakistan and 
China was higher than 
Himalayas, sweeter than 
honey and with the passage 
of time, it would become 
more strong. China had 
always supported Pakistan 
on the issues of Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG) and 
on the forum of United 

Nations, he added. Mushahid 
said India wanted to isolate 
Pakistan but it failed in its 
efforts due to deep relation 
and cooperation between 
Pakistan and China.

He said Donald Trump made 
the statement relating to 
Pakistan on August 21 while 
China held a high level 
conference on May 14 and 
India refused to take part 
in it. India even said that 
it would oppose the One 
Belt One Road initiative, 
he mentioned. He said 
after the statement of US 
President Donald Trump 
there was greater harmony 
among Pakistani parliament, 
government and the armed 
forces. Mushahid said now 
Pakistan was saying that 
United States should do 
more, adding Pakistan got 
the project of CPEC at a time 
when some people were 
saying that Pakistan stood 
isolated in the world. He 
said President of China came 
to Pakistan in April 2015 
and expressed confidence 
in Pakistan and signed 51 
projects worth $ 46 billion, 
which was a great step for 
the future of Pakistan.
Business Recorder 
(Islamabad), September 12, 
2017

Chinese Airline Increases Flights on 
Beijing-Islamabad Route

Chairman Senate Mian Raza Rabbani 
and Zhang Ping, Vice Chairman of the 
Standing Committee of China’s National 
People’s Congress, at their meeting held 
at St Petersburg decided to enhance their 
cooperative partnership at the parliamentary 
level. Referring to their existing deep-rooted 
friendship at people-to-people level, they 
said the elected representatives of the two 
countries could work together to improve the 
living conditions of their people by translating 
the President Xi’s dream of shared destiny. 
It was noted that there was great scope 
of further improving their socio-economic 
partnership through China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor and the Belt and Road Initiative.

Zhang Ping said China is ready to work 
with other countries to develop “open and 
inclusive” civilization. He called for replacing 
prejudice, confrontation and conflict with 
inclusiveness, dialogue and cooperation, and 
also urged other countries to respect cultural 
pluralism. 

Business Recorder (Islamabad), October 21, 
2017 (Condensed) 

The Blessing of Economic Zones

According to World Bank’s report 
there are approximately 3,000 
zones in 135 countries today, 
accounting for over 68 million 
direct jobs and over $500 billion 
of direct trade-related value added 
within zones.” SEZs in China 

accounted for about 22% of 
national GDP, 46% of FDI, and 
60% of exports. Moreover, it 
generated excess of 30 million jobs 
in China. The private property right 
protection encouraged foreign 
citizens, overseas Chinese, and 

compatriots to set up enterprises 
and other establishments on 
their own or in joint ventures 
with Chinese partners.  Income 
tax exemptions were given to 
foreigners working in the SEZs 
as well. In China, SEZs location 
trend remain closer to river, port, 
border or railways that created 
link between international and 
domestic parties.

China is a perfect example and 
Pakistan can learn a great deal 
of lesson from the Chinese 
experience of SEZs. China and 
Asian tigers followed this policy. 
The policy can convert Pakistan 
into another SEZs success story 
because of its strategic location, 
Gwadar port, close affinity with the 
Middle East, gateway to Central 
Asian market and proving access 

to the landlocked Central Asia and 
Western China, and Afghanistan. 
Given these scenarios, Pakistan 
could easily become an export-
oriented economy for these 
regions and luring Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) and 
hub for textiles and garments 
with abundance of youth bulge, 
cheap labor and market on all 
over its borders.  The CPEC is just 
converting Pakistan into a window 
of opportunity.  Out of 46 industrial 
zones, 9 have been identified in all 
regions all over the country in the 
first phase. Multinational Chinese 
companies have been taking huge 
interest in setting up SEZs under 
the CPEC. The setting up of the 
SEZs would be the beginning of a 
new industrialized export-oriented 
Pakistan.
Analysis by Dr Ahmad Rashid Malik

Parliamentary 
Exchanges  
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Dolphin Force Created to Defend CPEC

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is also a knowledge corridor 
and four universities are planned along 
the CPEC route. Prime Minister Shahid 
Kahqan Abbasi inaugurated the Gilgit-
Baltistan University by elevating the 
campus of the Karakoram International 
University at Skardu on 25 October. 

Around 1,500 kanal has already been 
donated by the G-B Government. It set 
up at a cost of Rs 1769.845 million, the 
university would cater needs of around 
2,000 students. Two out of 10 districts in 
Gilgit Baltistan would host universities, 
while sub-campuses would be set up at 
Ghizer, Chillas and Hunza. Pakistan and 
China have already agreed to conduct 
joint research on the CPEC at university 
level between Lanzo University and the 
Karakoram International University. 

Reports by Samaa TV (Islamabad), 
October 25, 2017 & Dr Ahmad 
Rashid Malik

The Establishment 
of Baltistan 
University

Special Protection 
Unit (SPU) for CPEC

A Special Protection Unit (SPU) of 700 
personnel has been raised to protect the 
CPEC in Gilgit-Baltistan. The CPU will comprise 
of all districts of GB and amount of Rs. 2.5 
billion has been allocated.  Talking to the 
media people, the GB Inspector General of 
Police said that SPU personnel would be 
trained by the top institutions of the country. 
The IGP said residential buildings and offices 
for the SPU would be constructed at Gilgit, 
Hunza, Diamir, Skardu and this project would 
be completed in two years. The force would 
help eradicate unemployment and enhance 
capacity of GB police.

Dawn (Islamabad), October 6, 2017

In Punjab, Dolphin Force has been created 
to defend CPEC projects. It was stated by the 

Punjab Chief Minister Punjab Shahbaz Sharif 
on 21 October while addressing the passing 
out ceremony of the Dolphin force, adding 
that the idea of special force was hailed 
from Turkey, adding that the troops will play 
important role in weeding out crime. The 
force has been formed at the cost of billions 
of rupees and everyone was observing their 
performance. A plan to form the force was laid 
out in 2013 aiming at fighting street crimes by 
equipping 700 police personnel.

Daily Pakistan, October 21, 2017

US Announces “Full Support” for CPEC
The United States has announced full backing 
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), acknowledging the mega-project’s 
benefits to people of the South Asian country, 
a Gulf-based newspaper has claimed. “We 
believe that the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) — and particularly its focus 
on transportation infrastructure and energy 
development – has the potential to contribute 
to stability and prosperity in Pakistan and the 
region,” a US State Department spokesperson 
said in an email response to Gulf Today. 

The report in the newspaper further quoted 
the spokesman as saying that “the United 
States welcomes all development programmes 
that benefit the Pakistani people.” The State 
Department official also tried to dispel the 
impression that the US is unhappy with close 
cooperation between Pakistan and China, a 
rising superpower, the report added. “We 
have a shared interest with China in a stable 
and prosperous Pakistan. 

China can play an important role in expanding 
and improving Pakistan’s infrastructure and 
promoting power generation projects.” More 
broadly, the spokesperson said, “We support 
open and inclusive initiatives that expand 
economic connectivity in South and Central 

Asia. “The United States has been a strong 
supporter of regional economic integration, 
which has great potential to benefit all 
countries of the region. “We welcome new 
forms of infrastructure investment as long 
as they adhere to the high standards of 
international financial institutions related 
to governance, which encourage host 
country institution building, and which 
include transparent, debt sustainability, 
environmental, and social safeguards.”The 
statement comes weeks after the US criticism 
by Defence Secretary James Mattis. 

In a statement before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, Mattis had said that “the 
One Belt, One Road initiative goes through 
the disputed territory”, an obvious reference 
to CPEC’s route through Gilgit-Baltistan. Both 
China and Pakistan had swiftly rejected the 
criticism on the corridor. However, the latest 
US stance is likely to improve Washington’s 
ties with Islamabad which are already on the 
mend following a successful rescue operation 
by Pakistan’s security forces to free a North 
American family from Taliban captors.

Times of Islamabad (Islamabad), October 21, 
2017
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Rising Chinese Investment Pushes 
FDI Up by 56.3 Percent
Foreign direct investment (FDI) in Pakistan 
continued to show encouraging growth, 
thanks to the Chinese government who had 
been continuously increasing its investment 
in Pakistan, in the backdrop of China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). According to data 
released by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), 
the overall investment in the first three 
months of current fiscal year, July- September 
2017, increased to $661.9 million from $423.3 
million, an increase of 56.3 percent.

With a total investment of $414.2 million 
in the first three months, 3MFY18, China 
remained the top of the foreign investors’ list 
in Pakistan, up from $138.9.7 million invested 

in the same period of the last fiscal year, FY17, 
the SBP report shows.  Pakistan with the help 
of China had been focusing on its energy 
projects to meet growing demand and end 
power load-shedding in the country. Under 
the CPEC, a number of coal based projects 
had been in progress, attracting $173.1 
million investment so far, mainly from China. 
The other destinations of incoming capital in 
energy sector were thermal power with $31 
million and Hydel power with $76.8 million. 
Total investment so far made in power sector 
increased to $281 million, the SBP data shows.

Khurshid Ahmed, Daily Times (Lahore), 
October 19, 2017 (Condensed)

A joint China-Pakistan coal-fired power 
plant signed a loan contract with banks 
in Southwest China’s Sichuan province. 
Hubco Coal Power Plant raised $1.5 
billion from a consortium of banks led by 
China Development Bank. 

Construction of the power plant, costing 
about $2 billion, began in March by 
China Power Hub Generation Company, 
a joint venture between Pakistan’s Hub 
Power Holdings Ltd and China Power 
International Investment Ltd. With a 
total capacity of 1.32 gigawatts, the 
project comprises two coal-based power 
plants with capacity of 660 megawatts 
each. 

The power plant is expected to start 
operations in August 2019, eventually 
producing 9 billion kilowatt-hours, 
meeting needs of 4 million Pakistani 
households and create 10,000 jobs in the 
country. It is also one of the projects of 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, which 
connects Kashgar in Northwest China’s 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region with 
Gwadar Port.

China Daily (Beijing), October 25, 2017

Pakistan Coal Power 
Plant Signs Loan 

Contract with 
Chinese Banks

The All Pakistan Gems Merchants and 
Jewelers Association (APGMJA) has 
started developing a plan comprising 
a chain of gems and jewellery projects 
in different areas of the country for 
inclusion in the China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor seeing potential of gems and 
jewellery exports to fifty billion dollars 
within next three years. With the help 
of a committee of experts of gems and 
jewellery, the APGMJA would be able to 
finalize this mega plan within next three 
months; provided Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan extended its 
cooperation and support,

Pakistan Observer (Islamabad), 
October 20, 2017 (Condensed)

APGMJA demands 
inclusion of 
gems, jewellery in 
CPEC through 
special zones

China Radio International, in collaboration 
with Radio Pakistan, launches Dosti Channel 
FM-98 in Lahore. The Chinese Consul General 
in Lahore, Long Dingbin, the Director General 
Radio Pakistan Sheraz Latif, Director News & 
Current Affairs Javed Khan Jadoon, Director 
Programme Fayyaz Baloch, Station Director 
Lahore Shakila Nazakat, Station Director 
Islamabad Shamim Anjum and Chinese 
officials attended the colorful ceremony. 
Speaking on the occasion the Chinese Consul 
General termed Dosti channel as a milestone 
in the Pakistan China friendship. He said China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor has ushered 
in a new era of strong and robust bilateral 
relations. In his address, the Director General 

Radio Pakistan Sheraz Latif said Pakistan and 
China enjoy excellent bilateral relations in a 
host of fields and Dost channel will further 
strengthen multifaceted bilateral ties. The 
joint venture between the broadcasting 
organizations of the two countries is aimed 
at further expanding cooperation between 
Pakistan and China and taking people-to-
people contacts to new heights. Dosti Channel 
airs six hours of Urdu programs daily for its 
Pakistani listeners. China Radio International 
and Radio Pakistan are planning to launch 
a dedicated CPEC radio channel further 
boosting coverage from Kashgar to Gwadar.

Dosti Channel: FM 98

Ten electric ‘Chinese Red’ busses hit the roads 
in central Beijing on 22 October 2017. First 
10 electric “Chinese red” buses were put into 
service. The buses, 18 meters long in length, 
use PM 2.5 automatic filtration device for 
the first time, along with an enhanced safety 
system. 

The electric buses are shaped like bionic 
dolphins with lightweight design. They also 
have a multi-functional area for passengers 
who are unable to move freely. Beijing 

Laoshan charging station for electric buses 
has been established. Fourteen vehicles can 
be charged in 15 to 20 minutes at one time 
through the high-power quick-charging piles. 
By the end of this year, 4,536 electric buses 
will hit the roads, and at least 100 charging 
stations will be provided. The line one, the 
current route of these 10 buses, will be 
exclusively for electric buses in the future as 
more vehicles and supporting facilities are 
established.
China Daily (Beijing), October 23, 2017

Electric Buses Ply on Beijing Roads
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China’s Largest 
Robotic 

Industrial Base 

Carmakers in China are scrambling for 
batteries as it is increasingly evident that 
electric cars are to continue their rise as 
the star of the future automotive industry. 
That development has led carmakers to take 
out their cheque books and lay out hard 
cash to buy stakes in the car battery sector. 
Dongfeng Motor Corp has recently become a 
shareholder of CATL, which is based in Fujian 
province, is one of the biggest battery makers 
in the world, but became widely known when 
it became a BMW supplier. 

Dongfeng will also invest at least 10 billion 
yuan ($1.54 billion) by the end of the year in 
terms of batteries, electric motors and electric 
control systems. Dongfeng was not the first to 
join hands with battery-makers. Earlier this 
year, SAIC Motor, China’s largest automaker, 
announced it was forging partnerships with 
CATL. Industry insiders and analysts said such 
moves were understandable, especially when 
China has demanded that every carmaker in 
the country produce a number of new energy 
cars, starting from 2019.

China has been the world’s largest market 
for new energy vehicles since 2015 and is 
planning to put 5 million such cars on its roads 
by the end of 2020. The China Association 

China’s Rising Electric Car Market

Siasun’s high-tech industrial park, the largest 
robotic industrial base in China, went into 
operation in Shenyang, capital of Northeast 
China’s Liaoning province. In the industrial 
park, there is China’s first demonstration 
manufacturing project for Industry 4.0, a 
digital intelligent factory with an annual 
production capability of more than 10,000 
sets of robots, and intelligent manufacturing 
equipment. It integrates robots, intelligent 
equipment and information technology into 
the manufacturing process, which covers the 
production, quality and logistics processes 
of manufacturing and can realize the 
transformation process from product design 
to manufacture.

Siasun’s President Qu Daokui said at the 
opening ceremony that the company, after 17 
years of development, has become a name 
card of China’s robotic industry to the world. 
Belonging to Chinese Academy of Science 
(CAS), Siasun Robot & Automation Co Ltd 
(Siasun) is a leading robotic enterprise in China 
and has the most comprehensive robotic 
product lines in the world. The industrial park 
will serve as a new ecological platform that 
integrates the industry, finance, education and 
innovation. Siasun, taking the manufacturing 
of advanced intelligent equipment and the 
R&D of robotic technologies as its core, leads 
in manufacturing mobile robot, service robot, 
industrial robot, vacuum and specialized 
robot. The robotic industry in China has 
witnessed rapid development recently as the 
government is attaching great importance to 
it. In 2015, the “Made in China 2025” strategy 
was launched in China to upgrade China’s 
manufacturing, especially in areas such as 
intelligent manufacturing and robotics.

China Daily (Beijing) October 19, 2017 
(Condensed)

of Automobile Manufacturers estimates 
that sales this year could reach 700,000, 40 
percent growth year-on-year.

In terms of car batteries, BYD held 17 percent 
of the market in China, second only to CATL, 
which took a 25.8 percent market share in 
the first half of the year. As part of its plan to 
further improve its market position, BYD is 
now in the process of building a joint venture 
with Guoxuan High-tech Power Energy Co, a 
battery-maker in Anhui province. International 
carmakers are building their battery plants in 
China. BMW is soon to unveil a battery plant at 
a Chinese joint venture in Shenyang, Liaoning 
province. The plant is expected to produce 
33,000 high-voltage battery packs a year for 
its localized new energy cars. Daimler AG has 
announced plans to produce batteries as part 
of its electric car program in China. Daimler 
and Chinese partner BAIC Motor will invest 
655 million Euros in the production of battery-
powered electric cars, and this includes an 
investment of “three-digit million euros” for 
battery production by the joint venture. 

Some carmakers are going even further to 
secure supplies of resources such as lithium 
and cobalt for batteries. Late last month 
Great Wall Motor, China’s biggest SUV-maker, 
said it will spend 146 million yuan on a 3.5 
percent stake in Pilbara Minerals, which owns 
the Pilgangoora lithium-tantalum project in 
Western Australia. In China, prices of such 
raw materials are rising rapidly because of 
the bright prospects for new energy cars. Of 
159 lithium-related companies listed on the 
Chinese mainland, 133 saw their revenue 
grow in the first half of the year, according to 
the Securities Daily. 

With these bright prospects comes fierce 
competition. “China now has some 200 
battery-makers, but only 40 or 50 will survive 
three to five years later and the top five will 
hold at least 70 percent of the market”, Fang 
Jianhua, former head of Guoxuan High-tech 
Power Energy told the Securities Daily.

China Daily (Beijing), October 23, 2017 
(Condensed)
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The Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad 
(ISSI) in collaboration with the Embassy of 
Colombia to Pakistan and the Externado 
University of Colombia hosted a Public 
Talk on “Successful Experiences of the 
Colombian Peace Process” on 24 October, 
2017. A Memorandum of Understanding was 
also signed with the Externado University 
of Colombia. The MoU is part of the First 
Colombian Week celebration in Pakistan to 
further the cultural linkages between the two 
countries. Speaking at the occasion, H.E. Mr. 
Juan Alfredo Pinto Saavedra, Non-Resident 
Ambassador of Colombia to Pakistan said 
that Colombia has entered a new phase 
of optimism and is looking for potential 
economic opportunities, therefore, we want 
closer cooperation with Pakistan.

Earlier, in his welcome remarks, Chairman 
ISSI, Ambassador Khalid Mahmood 
appreciated the celebration of the Colombian 
Week and succinctly described the diversity 
of the country by calling it a “land of a 
thousand rhythms Ambassador Juan Alfredo 
Pinto Saavedra informed the audience that 
Colombia is a significant country and, after 
the successful conclusion of the peace 
agreement, it is opening up to the world. Dr. 
Saraya Cara Vargas touched upon the nature 
of the MoU and introduced the University 
of Externado, Colombia, briefly.  The Guest 
Speaker, Dr. Marcelo Macedo Rizo, talked 
about the Colombian Peace Process at length. 
He described the six pillars of the agreement.

Report Dr Ahmad Rashid Malik

Public Talk : Successful Experiences of the 
Colombian Peace Process

China’s expenditure on technology research 
and development rose 10.6 percent to 1.57 
trillion Yuan ($238.1 billion) in 2016, the 
fastest annual growth since 2014, as the 
nation increases its investment in new driving 
forces to stabilize the economy. The data was 
released by the National Bureau of Statistics, 
saying the growth rate rebounded for the first 
time after declining for four-year straight drop. 
It was 8.9 percent in 2015 and 9.9 percent in 
2014.The expenditure accounted for 2.11 
percent of last year’s total GDP, compared 
with 2.06 percent in 2015. It has exceeded the 
average level of 2.08 percent in the EU, while 
the ratio for OECD countries was 2.40 percent, 
said the bureau. R&D expenditure includes 
labor costs, raw material cost and expenses 
on fixed-asset construction and management, 
the NBS said.

According to a national plan for technology 
development, by 2020 R&D expenditure is 
targeted to reach 2.5 percent of total GDP. 
The government will further boost fiscal 
investment in technology in the future, to 
lead more resources to innovation areas, 
and encourage companies to invest more 
in research, said Guan Xiaojing, a senior 
economist with the NBS.
Chen Jia, China Daily (Beijing), October 11, 
2017 (Condensed)

China’s R&D Spending 
Up 10.6 Percent

Ambassador Sherali Jononov, envoy of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, called on Planning 
Commission Deputy Chairman, Sartaj Aziz 
on 24 October at Islamabad. The meeting 
discussed bilateral cooperation and 
connectivity between Pakistan and Tajikistan. 
Aziz said that regional connectivity and 
cooperation could help harness trans-regional 
trade and fast economic growth of Pakistan 
and Tajikistan. The Ambassador Sherali 
expressed keen interest in China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). Both sides decided 
to continue such meetings in future.
Pakistan Today (Islamabad), October 24, 2017

Tajikistan Envoy 
Expresses Keen
Interest in CPEC
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The Higher Education Commission (HEC) 
organised a consultative meeting on 27 October 
to discuss the establishment of China-Pakistan 
Joint Research Centre in Earth Sciences, 
in collaboration with Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS), at a Pakistani university. The 
meeting was presided over by HEC Chairman 
Dr Mukhtar Ahmed and attended by senior 
management, representatives of Ministry 
of Science and Technology, Quaid-e-Azam 
University, University of Peshawar, and 
various other universities, as well as China 
Science and Technology Division Vice Director 
Dr Yonnggong GE, Professor Su Iijun from 
the CAS Institute of Mountain Hazards and 
Environment, and other stakeholders.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr Mukhtar Ahmed 
assured the Chinese delegation from CAS that 
the Government of Pakistan and HEC would 
extend all-out cooperation to their Chinese 
partner in setting up the centre. He stressed 
the need for developing a task force for 
mutual coordination so as to finalise viability 
of the centre. Dr Mukhtar said that centres 
of excellence in Pakistan would also be made 
a part of this endeavour in order to benefit 
from the experience of China. Informing 

participants that the proposed centre would 
be an autonomous entity, he said the two 
sides would work on the modalities and share 
formal documents for practical measures.
The HEC chairman also said that the research 
centre would be established in the federal 
capital, which would benefit ongoing CPEC-
related projects, institutes, universities and 
organisations. The China-Pakistan Joint 
Research Centre in Earth Sciences would work 
on research content, including risk analysis 
and reduction of natural hazards, to ensure 
the safety of CPEC construction. The centre 
would conduct research on issues pertaining 
to earth sciences in the areas adjoining the 
Himalaya, the Hindu Kush, and Karakorum 
ranges. The meeting also deliberated the 
role of proposed centre in dealing with key 
scientific issues, including environment data 
collection, mining under complex topography, 
climate change, water environment, rational 
utilisation of water resources, tectonic 
movement and its effects on resources and 
hazards, mechanisms of earth surface natural 
hazards and risk control, and fragile ecosystem 
and recovery.
Pakistan Today (Islamabad), October 27, 2017

HEC, Chinese Academy to Set Up Joint Research Centre
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The Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) organised 
a consultative meeting on 
27 October to discuss the 
establishment of China-
Pakistan Joint Research 
Centre in Earth Sciences, in 
collaboration with Chinese 
Academy of Sciences (CAS), 
at a Pakistani university. The 
meeting was presided over 
by HEC Chairman Dr Mukhtar 
Ahmed and attended 
by senior management, 
representatives of Ministry 
of Science and Technology, 
Quaid-e-Azam University, 
University of Peshawar, and 
various other universities, 
as well as China Science and 
Technology Division Vice 
Director Dr Yonnggong GE, 
Professor Su Iijun from the 
CAS Institute of Mountain 
Hazards and Environment, 

and other stakeholders.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr Mukhtar Ahmed assured 
the Chinese delegation from 
CAS that the Government 
of Pakistan and HEC would 
extend all-out cooperation 
to their Chinese partner 
in setting up the centre. 
He stressed the need for 
developing a task force for 
mutual coordination so as 
to finalise viability of the 
centre. Dr Mukhtar said 
that centres of excellence in 
Pakistan would also be made 
a part of this endeavour 
in order to benefit from 
the experience of China. 
Informing participants that 
the proposed centre would 
be an autonomous entity, 
he said the two sides would 
work on the modalities and 

share formal documents for 
practical measures.
The HEC chairman also said 
that the research centre 
would be established in 
the federal capital, which 
would benefit ongoing 
CPEC-related projects, 
institutes, universities and 
organisations. The China-
Pakistan Joint Research 
Centre in Earth Sciences 
would work on research 
content, including risk 
analysis and reduction of 
natural hazards, to ensure the 
safety of CPEC construction. 
The centre would conduct 
research on issues pertaining 
to earth sciences in the areas 
adjoining the Himalaya, the 
Hindu Kush, and Karakorum 
ranges. The meeting also 
deliberated the role of 
proposed centre in dealing 
with key scientific issues, 
including environment data 
collection, mining under 
complex topography, climate 
change, water environment, 
rational utilisation of 
water resources, tectonic 
movement and its effects 
on resources and hazards, 
mechanisms of earth 
surface natural hazards 
and risk control, and fragile 
ecosystem and recovery.

Pakistan Today (Islamabad), 
October 27, 2017

Pakistan, China Agree to Extend 
Lease Period of Saindak Copper-Gold Project 

Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi has 
felicitated President Xi Jinping on his re-
election as General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of China. 
In his felicitation message to President XI, the 
Prime Minister acknowledged that the world 
marveled at the generational transformation 
China has achieved since the initiation of the 
reforms and opening up process in 1978. 
China has not only achieved the status of 

Prime Minister Felicitates President XI Jinping  
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
which is still work-in-progress, has already 
started to help Pakistan climb several rungs 
on the ladder of global competitiveness and 
economic progress, a major US business 
publication noted. The update comes on the 
back of a report recently unveiled by the 
World Economic Forum, wherein Pakistan 
secured the 115th position out of 137 
countries in total. “While this ranking is still 
low compared to neighbouring countries, it’s 
a big improvement from the 122nd position 
the country occupied last year, and the 133rd 
position back in 2014,” Forbes — a leading 
American business magazine — said, referring 
to the boost in the country’s economy. “One 
reason for this improvement is Pakistan’s 
progress in the infrastructure ‘pillar’ of the 
report, where the country is ranked 110th,” 
the magazine said. The report also said China’s 
score for the infrastructure pillar decreased 
for the second year in a row, due in part to 
a decline in the quality of port infrastructure 
and the reliability of electricity supply.

Pakistan Today (Islamabad, October 1, 2017

CPEC Boosts Pakistan 
in Global Rankings 

Even Before Completion

second largest economy of the world but 
has also realised the miracle of bringing 700 
million people out of poverty in a time span 
of one generation, the prime minister said. He 
said China’s efforts to realise a just, equitable 
and harmonious global governance, based on 
shared prosperity and win-win cooperation, 
represent the aspirations of the developing 
world. The Belt and Road initiative and China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor are the hallmarks 
of the spirit of this win-win cooperation, he 
added. 

The Prime Minister underscored that Pakistan-
China relationship enjoys full support from all 
segments of society in Pakistan and added that 
the people and government of Pakistan stand 
ready to take our bilateral comprehensive 
strategic cooperative partnership to new 
heights.

Business Recorder (Islamabad), October 27, 
2017

A China-made tram powered by hydrogen fuel 
cells was put into commercial operation on 
26 October in Tangshan, north China’s Hebei 
Province. It is the first commercial hydrogen-
powered tram in the world and made by China 
Railway Rolling Corporation (CRRC) Tangshan 
Co., Ltd. With water being its only emission, 
the tram emits no pollutants. No nitrogen 
oxides will be produced as the temperature 
of the reaction inside hydrogen fuel cells is 
controlled under 100 degrees Celsius. The 
distance between carriage floor of the tram 
and the rail is only 35 centimeters thanks to 
the latest low-floor technology, which can 
remove station platforms and thus making 
boarding easy for passengers. It can be 
refilled with hydrogen in 15 minutes and can 
run for 40 km at a maximum speed of 70 km 
per hour. The tram operates on a 136-year-
old railway in Tangshan City, one of China’s 
earliest industrial cities, and links several of 
its industrial heritage sites.
People’s Daily Online (Beijing), October 27, 
2017

World’s First Hydrogen 
Tram Runs in China
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China’s New Era Beckons: A Dream Comes True at the 19th CPC Congress
Since its inception in 1921, the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) holds its national 
Congress every five years. President Deng 
Xiaoping introduced new political norms 
in for the CPC 1980s. The 19th Congress of 
the CPC was kicked off on 18th October and 
lasted until 24 October at the Great Hall 
of People at Tiananmen Square in Beijing. 
President Xi Jinping secured the second term 
of five years as the ruling leader. He is just in 
the middle of his era converting China into a 
modern socialist country and his own place 
in the annals of party history as he declared 
China had entered a new era and the party 
had embarked on a new journey that would 
propel it to the center-stage of the globe, thus 
living up to his call to fulfill the Chinese dream 
of national rejuvenation. 

Delegates over 2,300 from all over China’s 31 
Provinces attended the Congress including 
all ethnic minorities who enthusiastically 
were present at the occasion. The powerful 

Politburo comprise of 25 members of which 
seven members of the Politburo Standing 
Committee were elected to make crucial 
decisions in the next five years. This is China’s 
new collective leadership, which is now lined 
up. Five new leaders will be elected while 
President Xi and Premier Li Keqiang will stay 
in power for the next five years. They would 
assure political continuity and stability, and 
to maintain internal party’s balance ahead of 
regional and global challenges. 

President Xi declared in his marathon three 
hours and thirty minutes speech by touching 
upon all issues from economy to Hong Kong 
and Taiwan and saying that China is entering 
a new era of challenges and opportunities as 
he opened the Congress to keep transforming 
China into a modern socialist country with 
Chinese characteristics.

The new Standing Committee of the Politburo 
comprises of the following seven members: 
Xi Jinping, Li Keqiang, Li Zhanshu, Wang Yang, 
Wang Huning, Zhao Leji and Han Zheng. 
After re-election, Xi Jinping said the CPC and 
Kuomintang (KMT) Party should contribute to 
the peaceful development of relations across 
the Taiwan Strait and “the great rejuvenation 

of the Chinese nation.” Xi’s comment was 
in response to KMT Chairman Wu Den-yih 
congratulating him on his election for a 
second term. In his congratulatory message, 
Wu said that with joint efforts from the 
two parties, cross-Strait relations have 
changed from tense opposition to peaceful 
development. Wu said he hoped the KMT 
and the CPC can further adhere to the 1992 
Consensus, deepen mutual trust and enhance 
cooperation in order to make new progress 
of peaceful development across the Strait. 
In reply, Xi expressed hopes that the two 
parties would keep in mind the well-being of 
compatriots across the Strait and the interests 
of the Chinese nation. 

He said the two parties should consolidate 
the existing political foundations, increase 
mutual trust and strengthen cooperation, 
to make contributions to the peaceful 
development of relations across the Taiwan 
Strait and “the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation.” Xi described the next five 
years as a period of  “important junctures and 
signposts.” “In this new context, we must get 
a new look and, more importantly, make new 
accomplishments,” he said. 

Analysis by Dr Ahmad Rashid Malik

General Secretary of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Central Committee Xi Jinping has 
said that the study and implementation of the 
“spirit of the 19th CPC National Congress” is 
the “primary political task” for the Party and 
country from now on. He made the remarks 
while presiding over the first group study of 
the Political Bureau of the 19th CPC Central 
Committee on 27 October, focusing on the 
study and implementation of the spirit of 
the congress. He asked all CPC members to 
“study CPC congress spirit, and adhere to and 
develop socialism with Chinese characteristics 
for a new era.” “Members of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Committee should 
regard the study and implementation of CPC 
congress spirit as their first Party course to 
improve their political and theoretical level, in 
order to better take the duties bestowed by 
the Party and the people,” Xi said.

Fully understanding of the spirit is the premise 
to implementing it, he said, urging members 

to stick to the Marxist standpoint and method, 
accord with China’s reality, follow the country’s 
development logic and improve confidence 
in the path, theory, system and culture of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics. To 
study and implement the Party congress spirit, 
Xi stressed “comprehensively carrying out the 
work of the Party and the country by better 
understanding the integration, consistency, 
and coordination of strategic deployment of 
the Party and national undertaking.” “Empty 
talk will lead the country astray, and hard work 
can rejuvenate the nation,” he said, urging 
solid implementation, saying if one-tenth of 
effort goes to planning, nine-tenths should 
go on implementation. Members of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee 
should take an exemplary role, work hard and 
make a difference in the divisions that they 
administer, he said. He added that top officials 
should have a strong sense of responsibility 
and the ability to succeed.
Xinhua (Beijing), October 28, 2017

Xi Urges Study, Implementation of CPC Congress Spirit


