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The Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) hosted -&iolise Meeting on May 14,
2018, with a6-member Chinese delegation from Chinese Peoples Association for Peace and
Disarmament, (CPAPD). The delegatiaas led byMr. Zhou Li, Vice President, BAPD &

Vice Minister of the International Degarent, Central Committee of CPC. Other members of
the delegation includedvIs. Lin Li, Research Fellow, CPAPD, Mr. Hou Hongyu, Associate
Research Fellow, CPAPD, Ms. He He, Program Officer, Ms. Wang Qing,&PnoQfficer and

Ms. Niu Na, Program Officer.

The Chairman ISSI, Ambassad@tetd) Khalid Mahmood, welcomed the distinguishgaests
andsaid thatwith great transformation taking place globally, the relationship betweeiwo
countries has not been affectelfl.anything, thebilateralrelationshiphas constantly been on an
upward curve which has been possible becauke relationship is based on deep mutual trust
and respectHe further said thate upsurge in this relationshifas been withessed by some of
the initiatives, particularly the Chirdakistan Economic Cador (CPEC) signed between the
governments of both the countrieAmbassadorMahmood said that keeping in view the
significance ofthe bilateral relatiog) the ISSlestablisheda ChinaPakistan Study Centre for
dedicated andh-depth studyf CPEC and the broader Pakistahina relations.

Mr. Zhou Li thanked theChairmanfor hosting the meeting anthlked at length on the
significance of Chindakistan relation He said that the upsurge in the bilateral relation got an
impetus with the historic visiof President XiJinping to Pakistan in 201%and laterwhen the
national leaders of both the countries committed to fudtrengthen the ties when they met at
the Belt and Road Forum in 2Q1Kr. Zhou futher said hat in the upcoming Shanghai
Coopeation Organization (SCOneeting scheduled in Jurg®18 new commitments will be
madeto strengthen cooperation between the t@antries. Hesaid that the future of bilateral

relation between the two countries is very bright.

Giving a short briefon CPAPD, Mr. Zhou said that it was established in 1985, and itrioas
established contacts wiB00 organizationg 90 countriedo work and striveo maintain peace

in the world.

Giving anoverview of CPECMr. Zhousaid that cooperatioim this regards based on mutual

interestsof both the countries and the progr@sshe projectsnitiatedunder this cooperation is
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reflectiveof the strong commitmenthown byPakistanwho has always been a reliable partner
to China.

Mr. Zhou asked about the public expectations in Pakistan about CPERe&@hdllenges it faces
ahead. He was also keen to know about the domesitiic@losituation in the country?

Responding to the questignChairman ISSkaid thatCPEC has been waly welcomed in
Pakistanas it is a project which will benefit the country and transféhe economy in the long

run. He further said that as Pakistan is a fatien so there hadbeen difference of opinions
among different stakeholders, which hav been sorted out through cartisition betweerhe
provinces andhe Government at the centadong with their Chinese counterpartThere is
complete commitment at every level in Pakistan to nM@R&Ca succesdf anything, he said,

there is an opposition from India, which with its skhaighted policy, has always tried to
sabotage CPEC. Alsdhe attitude of the 8 has not beewery supportive, but Pakistan hopes
that it will eventually come around as this project is not directed againsta@umtry, and in
future, with the success of CPEC, it will not only benefit China and Pakistan, but also the entire

region.

Dr. Ahmad Rashid Mék, Director, ChinaPakistan Study Centre presented an overview of the
progress of CPEC projects in Pakisthlie. informed the delegation that CPEC is an integral part
and one of the 6 corridors being buil tOnunder
CPEC, he specifically said that this project
Pakistani ports and economy. He stressed that CPEC is not just a road project, but it involves
construction of railway links, energy projects, economiecezoand much more. Dr. Malik stated

t hat P @&neigypitoldem dhas been considerably reduced due to power prtjatthave

been constructed und@PEC, and it is projected that by the end of@®akistan will have a

net surplus electricity in theational grid.Dr. Malik concluded by saying that this mega project

is an assurance djreaterdevelopment, integration and connectivity betwdtakistan and

China, and beyond.

Responding t o t henltiaadvi Zhousaiddhawith thenecenkneeeting held
between Bme Minster Modi and President Xi, it is hoped that common grounds will be

Page |4



achieved soorkle also emphasised thaitlvthe steady progress CPEC projects, these issues

will be resolved mutually.

Mr. Najam Rafique, DirectoiResearch, ISSkaid that despite the close bilateral relations
between China and Pakistan, it is observed that the represemtatakistanischolars in the
think tanks in China isninimal ascomparedo the presence of Indian scholars there. Ao
sdd that Chinamustprovide visaon-arrival facility andtourist vis& to Pakistars, which is very
important to enhance close peojtepeople cotacts bewveen the two countries. Chinese
authorties must look into this matteand rectify this shortcoming
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