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On September 12, 2018, while delivering his State of the Union Address 2018,
President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Junker announced a
new ‘Africa-Europe Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs’ to deepen EU’s
economic and trade relationship with Africa. He stated, “What happens in Africa
matters for Europe, and what happens in Europe matters for Africa. Our
partnership is an investment in our shared future. It is a partnership of equals in
which we support each other, help each other to prosper and make the world a
safer, more stable and more sustainable place to live.”1
Europe is now adopting the Chinese approach by enhancing partnership with Africa through
investment and job creation rather than focusing solely on aid.
But even as he announced the new EU-Africa alliance, talking about the migration crisis, President
Jean-Claude Junker has called for additional 10,000 guards to keep the influx of migrants coming
from African and Middle Eastern countries to Europe in check.2European Union is presently
absorbed in addressing the migration crisis which has given rise to populist and anti-immigration
movements across Europe. The proposal for the New Africa-EU alliance is also expected to support
the implementation of the EU Agenda for Migration and includes the following:
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Facilitating African students to study at European universities;



Provide $46 bn (£35bn) in grants over seven years from 2021;3



Creating up to 10 million jobs in Africa in the next 5 years through investments made under
the Alliance;



Investing in infrastructure projects to provide access to all-season roads, benefitting 24
million people in Africa;



Benefitting 105,000 academics and students from Erasmus+ by 2027;4



Providing vocational skills development to 750,000 people;



Continent to continent free trade agreement.5

It is expected that these efforts to boost growth and create jobs in Africa under new EU-Africa
alliance would help in addressing the migration crisis. The efforts will try to address the root causes
of forced displacement and irregular migration by providing more job opportunities, building
resilience and enabling the integration and reintegration of some of the most vulnerable parts of the
population.6 It is expected that Africa’s working age population will surpass the 1 bn threshold by
2031.7 So far, African countries have failed to provide stable and well paid job opportunities to the
rapidly increasing working age population. Failure to provide decent and stable jobs then creates
frustration among youth and increases their chances to migrate to European countries in search for
a better lifestyle, often through illegal means,hence giving rise to global security challenges.
The EU-Africa alliance has a multi-faceted significance; it will initiate the process of socio-economic
transformation in Africa by replicating Chinese approach in development paradigm and will also
protect EU’s economic interests in the region. China and EU have a very different approach when it
comes to assistance programs. China mainly relies on a mix of concessionary and market based
lending, concentrating on high-growth sectors such as mining and infrastructure.8 The EU’s approach
has been to support capacity building and improve frameworks. EU aid is often based on grants and
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direct budgetary support aiming to alleviate poverty through good governance, education and
health sector reforms.9However, through this new Alliance, EU is now trying to follow in China’s
footsteps.
EU has strong economic interests in Africa which it feels are being threatened by growing Chinese
influence in the African continent. EU’s engagement with the African region is not new as it dates
back to the colonial era. According to statistics, 36% of Africa’s trade in goods in 2017 was with
European Union compared to 16% with China and 6% with United States.10Similarly, EU accounts for
40% of the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Africa, while only 7% and 6% of the FDI comes from US
and China, respectively.11

Therefore, even today Africa has an immense economic significance for EU and vice versa. This new
EU-African alliance comes against a backdrop of rapidly intensifying political and economic relations
between Africa and China. Earlier this month, President Xi Jinping pledged $60 bn in financing for
projects in Africa.12 While China is busy presenting itself as “the largest developing country” that cooperates with other developing countries without any conditionality, others perceive China as a
threat and its way of co-operating as a competing approach.13
Hence, on one hand this new initiative by EU is perceived as an attempt to limit China’s influence in
the African continent, and on the other the EU is trying to address the root cause of migration by
creating pro-business environment and investing in Africa to reduce unemployment in the region.
This new approach has been welcomed by Paul Kagame, the former president of Rwanda and
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current chairperson of the African Union (AU), whom Junker consulted before the speech. Kagame
agreed that the only way forward is a reciprocal approach.14 There remains a great deal of untapped
potential in economic and trade relations both within Africa and between Africa and European
Union and with this new alliance both the parties will get an opportunity to exploit that potential.
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