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CONCEPT NOTE

There is an old sayingthptower truly | i es where people beldi

Osuper 6 power s-amintedsHowevea one sucheekampleyexigseanl tHe form of

our Eastern neighbor India, the massively populated and highly divided state trying to
masquerade as a 6regional power 0. Power in in
to significantly influence the behavior of other states through use of its own strategic assets such

as its own indigenous military prowess and politicatspasiveness. India seems to have
confused the outreach of its O6softd power wit

status in Asia. But facts are quite contrary to this delusion.

It was Nehru who said that external policy of a state is thect®n of its internal policy. In

|l ndi ads case however, one could say o6fall acy®d
of affairs in India reveals the fissures within. Staggering poverty, weak institutions, poor
governance, increasing patl, social, religious and ethnic divisions and lack of a strategic

vision is what ails India in the true sense. Accordinds@n Development Bank estimate as of

2015, 21.9 per cent of Indians, that is about 284 million people, lived below the paveroy |

$1.90, or about Rsl23 a day. Another recent study suggests that by 2040, there will be no
drinking water in almost all of India. Burgeoning population needs and environmental crisis are

the real issues that plague India.

However, instead ofemedying these internal fractures, the Modi government focuses its
attention on tyrannizing its own Muslim minority, as well as the freedom fighters of Kashmir.
The agenda of Hindu Rashtra is tearing apart the diverse internal structure of the Inén soci
Dignity and safety of human life has become more and more fragile with every passing day in
the Indian society. With record cases of assault and rape of women being reported every day, all
nonHindu communities especially Muslims are highly unsafee pbint of significance here is

that this insecurity prevailing within the Indian society ensues from inaccessibility of
government institutions and structures. A report from the NatiBoedau of Asian Research

stated in its findings as far back as 2081Unl ess I ndia is able to de
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delivery systems that distribute the benefits of economic growth beyond the privileged few, the

countrybés potential to be a regional or gl oba

Such xenophobic tendencies are ti®@v normal in the Indian society whe$affronterrorism

has taken root in all high offices. These political offices governing the country capitalize on the
Muslim suffering in India and through perpetuating dtdakistan propaganda. A fitting example

of this is the National Security Advisor of Prime Minister Modi, Ajibval, the hardened spy
whose own writings focus on creating retate actors to sabotage the national security interests
of Pakistan. This is precisely why the blame placed at Pakistatat@sponsored terrorism by
Indian establishment reeks of hypocrisy. This type of-haiagering is not an attribute of any
country that aspires to gain regional significance. It merely stirs up communal violence within
the society and creates more regibenemies in place of a docile neighborhood around India.
Lack of strategic fasightedness in Indian policymaking is its biggestdait as it has troubled

its relations with its neightvse. Despite numerous commonalities of language, culture and

ethnicity, the differences betweéndia and its smaller neightsoonly keep widening.

In the contemporary context of regional connectivity, where destiofeall countries in a
neighbehood are tied together, the uncertainty of Indian strategic ambitjoite adversely

impact stability of the entire region. It is imperative that fissures in the Indian state structure and
society be highlighted so that regional countries and the international community observe
fallibilities and misdemeanioof Indian stateand its external policylIn this regard, the Institute

of Strategic Studies Islamabad orga&uiza oneday international seminatitted il ndi a: A

Pretentious Regional Power 0O

Objectives:

1) Map the existing narratives on traditional and-trawitional security challenges to India

accounting for all dimensions and perspectives.

2) Analyze theinpact of these challenges on Pakistan and determine how pragmatic

relevant they are within the current regional strategic environment.

3) Produce policyrelevant recommendations by bringing together a core group of
Pakistani and international experts,aashers and officials specializing in Ron

traditional security environment of India.
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PROGRAMME OF THE SEMINAR

INAUGURAL SESSION

1000 hrs:  Registration
1030 hrs:  Recitation from the Holy Quran

1035 hrs:  Welcome and Introductory Remarks- Ambassado(R) Khalid Mahmood,
Chairman ISSI

1045 hrs:  Inaugural Address - Engr. KhurramDastgir KhanMinister of Defense
1100 hrs:  Group Photo followed byea/Coffee Break

WORKING SESSION
India: Standing on Clay Feet

Chair: Ambassador (R) Inaral-Haque- Former Foreign Minister of Pakistan
Presentations:

1130 hrs:  Exploring the Social Threats: Declining Human Security, Public Health
and Civil Liberties in India

Mr. Mohammad WagaSajjad- SRF, ISSI

1145 hrs:  Makings of a Xenophobic India: Issues of Increasing Religious
Radicalism, Political Extremism and Separatism

Dr. EjazAkram - Advisor to PresidenfiDU & Former Associate Professor,
LUMS

1200 hrs:  State Failure: Analyzing the Growing Economic Insecurity and Issues of
Governance in India

Dr. habil. Christian WagnerSF, German Institute for Int'l Security Affairs

1215 hrs:  India's Non-Traditional Nemesis: Environmental Challenges, Issues of
Energy, Food and Water Scarcity

Ms. Laura SchuurmansAnalyst, Jakarta
1230 hrs: A Fragile India: Impact Assessment and Recommendations for Pakistan
Dr. Muhammad MujeelAfzal i Assistant Professor, QuaidAzamUniversity

(O\8))
1245 hrs: Q&A

1305 hrs:  Concluding Remarks by the Chair
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INAUGURAL SESSION

Honorable Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan is a Pakistani politiciarand
Minister for Defensgin office since August 2017. A member of the
Pakistan Muslim League (Nhe previously served as ti@inister for
Commercen thethird PML (N) governmenfrom 2014 to 2017.

Khan studied engineering fror@alifornia Institute of Technologwnd

economics aBowdoin Collegebefore being elected tdational Assembly

of Pakistanin 2008 general election. After gettingetected to the National Assembly in 2013
general election, he was appointed as Ministebtate for Science and Technology, Minister of
State for Privatization and Minister of State for Commerce until he was made Minister for
Commerce in 2014.

Ambassador (R) Khalid Mahmood is Chairman Board of Governors &
Director General, Institute of Strategic Studies, Islamabad (ISSI). He is
also member of the Asian Regional Forum (ARF) Experts and Eminent
Persons Group, member Economic Cooperatidrganiation (ECO)
Eminent Persons Group, Presideistamabad Council foWorld Affairs

(ICWA) and Course Director at the Foreign Service Academy, Islamabad.

Ambassador Khalid Mahmood is a former Ambassador of Pakistan to China, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq
and Mongolia. He has served as Deputy Permanent RepresentatikisiaiiRta the United Nations,

New York and as Additional Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad. He is also
Former Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and
the Economic Cooperation Organipat (ECO) and member UN PeaBeailding Fund Advisory

Group, New York.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minister_of_Defence_(Pakistan)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan_Muslim_League_(N)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commerce_Minister_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commerce_Minister_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Sharif_ministry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Institute_of_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowdoin_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Assembly_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Assembly_of_Pakistan
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He is a former President of the Institute of Regional Studies IslamabBdeggent, Association of
Former Ambassadors of Pakistan dodmer member Board of Governors, Islamabad Policy
Research Institute (IPRI).

WORKING SESSION:
Session Chair/Speakers

Chair: Ambassador (R) Inamul-Haque

Ambassador(R) Inam-ul-Haque is a Pakistani career diplomat who has
served in a number of high posit@ From JuneNovember 2002, he
served as the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs in President General
Pervez Musharraf cabinet. Ambassador (R) InathHaque has also
served as the Foreign Minister Békistan in thearetaker governmewof
Muhammad MiarSoomroin the winterof 2007 2008.

As an experienced diplomat, Ambassa(®y Inanmtul-Haquewas sent as Advisor and Chef du
Cabinet to the Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) Jeddah,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabiawhere the OIC benefitted from his expertise till November 1988. He
has served as PakTuskdya&hitasand Rembaads Reprasentativet to the
United Nationsbefore being appointed as Foreign Secretary from February 2000 to June 2002.
Ambassador (Riham-ul-Haque was the Chairman, Board of Gaones atinstitute of Strategic
Studieslslamabad, a leading strategic studies think tankslamabadfunded by the Foreign
Office, Pakistan. He also held the position of Chairman, Paktaéma Friendship Forum.
Ambassador(R) Inamul-Haque was also the member, Board of Governors at Institute of
Regional Studies, Islamabad. Bgia seasoned diplomat, he was the Distinguished Visiting
Fellow at the premier military academy, tNational Defense UniversitfNDU) Pakistan He
frequently delivers lectures at the National Security Workshops (NSW).


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pervez_Musharraf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caretaker_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Mian_Soomro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute_of_Strategic_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute_of_Strategic_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamabad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Defence_University,_Islamabad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
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Speakers:

Mr. Wagas Sajjad is Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of
Strategic Studiedslamabad (ISSI) and a doctoral candidate at the
Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, with an interest in the history

and culture of Islam in South Asia. Currently, he is completing his

dissertation on contemporary Deobandi and Barelvi discourses in

P&istan. For his doctoral studies, Wag8sjjad was awarded the

Fulbright Scholarship. He has presented his work at numerous academic
conferences, and been selected for fellowships in India and Canada. He has also previously
taught courses in History and @dopment Studies as a faculty member at Iqra University,
Bahria University, and QuaigcAzam University. His research at the Institute of Strategic
Studies is focused primarily on IndReakistan relations and issues of terrorism and development.

Dr. Ejaz Akram is currently advisor to President National Defense

)
e.‘- University (NDU). He has also been Associate Professor at Lahore
y

University of Management Sciences (LUMS). Dr. Akram holds a PhD in
World Politics (Specializations: Religion & Politics and Compasati
-~ M Political Philosophy) from the Catholic University of America,

' Washington, D.C. He also holds two M.A. degrees; Master of Arts in
Comparative & Regional Studies (Middle East & South Asia) from the School of International
Service at American Universityni Washington D.C., and Master of Arts in International
Relations from Catholic University of America (CUA), Washington, D.C. Before joining LUMS,
Dr. Akram was at the American University in Cairo and he has also been a part of the summer

faculty of Frankln College, Switzerland.

Dr. Akram's research and teaching focuses on Islam and the Muslim world, but also the religio
political issues and political philosophies of Judaism, Christianity in the Western Traditions and
Hinduism, Buddhism and Taoism from among the Eastern Traditionseddbes a variety of
courses such as: Religion and World Politics, Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Islamic Political
Philosophy, Western Political Philosophy, East Asia & the Muslim World, Islam & the West,
and Philosophy & Politics of Global Ecology. .Dkkram has published several books, scholarly
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articles, reviews and editorials, and appeared on several radio and television programs in North
America, the Middle East and South Asia.

Dr. habil. Christian Wagner is Head of Research Division Asia at the
German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWB®rlin. His
areas of expertise lie in foreign, defense and security policy of South Asia.
Besides working at SWP, Dr. Christian Wagner also served in different

capacities as a researcher at @efdr Development Research, University

- 4 of Bonn, Institute for Political and Administrative Sciences, University of
Rostock, Research Centre Modern Orient, Berlin, and Department of Scientific Policy,
University of Freiburg. He has extensive number of jgakibns on South Asian affairs,

particularly on India, and Pakistan.

SIVEHTIR Ms. Laura Schuurmansis an independent writer and researcher. She has

o) been actively working on international security issues inntider South

B Asia region, with a prime focus on theresolved Kashmir dispute between

Pakistan and India. From 202013 she was a pegtaduate researcher at
Peking University, Beijing, which i s
_\‘ this period, she focused on Clesnabs f
including I rands nucl ear progr am. Based in Jak
actively witnessed the devel opment of the pol
nation, adding to more 4depth understanding of intetional security issues that involve religion.

From 2015 onwards, she has primarily focused on writing her book on the Kashmir dispute. The
main purpose of her book is to bring the aggriepardies of the conflict together and find ways

and means to indite a long lasting peace dialogue. Due to the political sensitivity of the Kashmir
dispute, she has refused any financial assistance enabling her to take all viewpoints into an

objective perspective.
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Dr. Muhammad Mujeeb Afzal is AssistantProfessorat School ofPolitics

and International Relation®Quaidi-Azam University Islamabad He is a
visiting faculty member at National Defence University (NDU) and various
other higher educatianstitutions in Islamabad. DKMujeeb is a distinguislade
scholar and contributes to national and international journals and magazines on
a regular basis. He is also the author of a book tii@daratiyaJanata Party

and the Indian Muslinds published by Oxford University Press.
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