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The 14th day of February was no different than any other day till around evening, a
suicide bomber rammed his car packed with explosives into bus that was part of a
78 vehicle convoy killing 40 Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel on the
spot and leaving another 201 seriously injured at Lethpora in Pulwama district of
Indian occupied Kashmir. This is said to be the deadliest attack since 1989 when
Kashmiris took up arms against Indian atrocities. The last such incident was the car
bomb attack near the legislative assembly in Srinagar on October 1, 2001 killing 38
people.2
As has always been the case, India did not waste any time in pointing fingers at Pakistan.
Threatening Pakistan with a "strong reply", India announced its decision of revoking Pakistan's Most
Favoured Nation Status.3 Modi also said that those responsible for the attack will pay a heavy price
and that they have made a huge mistake.4 Upping the ante, Ministers of the Modi government also
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did not hesitate from issuing strong worded statements against Pakistan. Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh warned that “some elements are being funded by Pakistan and ISI. We won’t tolerate
terror. We will eliminate terror."5Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said that, "those who
perpetrated, supported and patronized this heinous attack would not go unpunished."6 He went on
to say that there will be an "appropriate and suitable response as may be strategically decided" and
that Pakistan was isolated in the comity of nations. India also announced that it would not let its
share of water from Indus river network flow to Pakistan.7 The allegations were strongly rejected by
Pakistan. And thus, within hours of the incident, the South Asian region was once again on the brink
of war between two nuclear armed countries.
A careful look at the timing of this event raises several serious questions and observations. The first
and the most important is: who benefits from such an attack? To answer this question, following
points need to be considered:
1- Since India is going to hold its 17th Lok Sabha elections in April and May 2019, BJP seems to
think that any anti-Pakistan rhetoric or move would help in wooing more voters.
2- Raising anti-Pakistan rhetoric helps the BJP government to divert the attention of masses
from the mega Rafale fighter jet scandal.
3- It is an accepted fact that the freedom movement in Kashmir is purely indigenous and over
the past 70 years, India has miserably failed to win the hearts and minds of Kashmiri people.
4- Apart from national audience, anti-Pakistan rhetoric also helps India to divert the attention
of international community from its atrocities in Indian occupied Kashmir. This is particularly
relevant as lately, international community finally did break its silence as more and more
voices were heard condemning India for the massive human rights abuses. For the first time,
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights released a report of gross human
rights violations on June 14, 2018.8. Earlier, Organization of Islamic Cooperation's (OIC)
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Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission had also released a report in October
20179 detailing brutal Indian tactics to break the will of Kashmiri people, particularly the
youth. More recently, UK's Parliament All Party Parliamentary Kashmir Group also released a
report in October 201810 whereas in a latest such instance European Parliament held a
public hearing on February 19, 201911 on situation in Kashmir and called upon India to
immediately halt human rights abuses in Kashmir. Thus, the Pulwama incident gives India a
chance to shift the entire blame on Pakistan and picture the indigenous movement of
Kashmir as terrorism and justify its atrocities.
5- This also gives India an opportunity to further escalate its killing spree in Kashmir as is
evident from the statement of Corps Commander Lt. Gen. KJS Dhillon where he said that
anyone who picks up the gun will be eliminated.12
6- The case of Indian agent Kulbhushan Yadev who confessed his involvement in anti-Pakistan
activities is being contested in International Court of Justice.
7- India also wished that Pakistan be blacklisted in the Financial Action Task Force meeting
following the Pulwama incident.13
Pakistan on the other hand had no benefit from such an incident. Pakistan has always supported the
indigenous Kashmiri struggle politically and diplomatically and would certainly not do anything that
can undermine the legitimate freedom struggle in Kashmir.
The saner minds in both the countries were hoping that the aftermath of Pulwama incident would
be confined to verbal dual and social media war. Unfortunately, this did not happen. Following days
saw military escalation between two countries that resulted in Pakistan not only shooting down two
Indian air force aircraft, but also capturing a pilot alive. However, since Pakistan has been repeatedly
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calling for peace, it decided to release Indian pilot as a peace gesture14 to de-escalate and force India
to step down from its unreasonable offensive posture.
The Pulwama incident and its aftermath has once again brought to fore the fragile nature of peace in
South Asia. Once again, it reminds us that unless Kashmir issue is resolved according to the wishes of
the Kashmiri people, peace in the region will remain elusive. This incident also served as a rude
reminder to India that it is simply not possible to break the will and resolve of the Kashmiri people
through force. This is a political issue and needs political settlement. This incident has also once
again reinforced the fact that war is not an option between two nuclear armed countries and the
only way forward is the dialogue process. Any miscalculation can result in a catastrophe that is
beyond imagination not only for South Asia, but the world at large.
The events which unfolded in the aftermath of Pulwama incident showed that Pakistan wishes to
pursue the path of peace. The decision by Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran Khan to release the Indian
pilot was not only hailed domestically, but the entire world recognized and appreciated it. This
appreciation was specifically mentioned in the Declaration of the 46th Session of Council of Foreign
Minister of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation that concluded on March 2, 2019.15 In fact, calls
for a Nobel Peace Prize for the Pakistani premier became a top trend on social media.
On the other hand, Prime Minister Modi finds himself in a difficult situation as he faces a tirade of
criticism and allegations of using Pulwama incident for his political mileage. It is extremely
unfortunate that in an effort to win the upcoming elections due to be held in April-May 2019, the
Modi government embarked on a dangerous path of war mongering. This fact was recently exposed
when BJP Karnataka unit chief Yeddyurappa said that Indian air force strike in Pakistan would help
BJP win more than 22 out of 28 Lok Sabha seats in the state in upcoming elections.16 In fact, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee while criticizing Modi for using air strikes for political gains
demanded to know the truth behind government's claims of killing around 300 people in an airstrike
in Pakistan's Balakot district.17 While it remains to be seen who emerges victorious in the upcoming
elections, one can only hope that sanity will prevail and Indian government will take full advantage
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of Pakistan's "peace gesture" to de-escalate the situation. One also hopes that the events of past
couple of weeks would also force India to realize that war is not an option and problems need
resolution through dialogue.
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