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Chief Editor’s Note
There exists a broader 
consensus in Pakistan that 
wide-ranging relationship 
with China in general and 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) in 
particular would promise 
a shared future of peace 
and prosperity for both 
Pakistan and China. 
Though completion 
of some of the Early 
Harvest Projects and rise 
in flow of Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) is a welcome indicator, there is still 
considerable work to be done to benefit fully from 
the investments made. One primary area of focus 
is Special Economic Zones (SEZs) which can usher 
industrial development and create employment 
opportunities. Also important is socio-economic 
development of less developed regions of Pakistan to 
help create opportunities for marginalized segments 
of the society. 

The CPEC is a significant component of Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). CPEC has the promise of 
transforming the socio-economic landscape of 
Pakistan and serve as a model of Pakistan-China 
friendship. As the BRI seeks to connect more than 
seventy countries of Asia, Europe and Africa, CPEC 
would play an important role within the larger BRI 
vision by promoting multi-faceted connectivity in 
our region. 

The relationship between Pakistan and China has 
been built on the well-recognized principles of 
inter-state relations: Mutual trust, respect for each 
other’s interests and sensitivities, taking decisions 
by consensus, and always trying for win-win 
propositions. This is an unshakable foundation to 
march towards a shared future of prosperity. To 
sustain this mutually beneficial relationship and 
to further strengthen its solid foundations, the two 
countries are now focusing on promoting people 
to people contacts. The ISSI’s China centre is proud 
to make its own contribution in consolidating this 
important bilateral relationship. 
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Analysis

CPEC: A Zipper 
of Civilizations

Regional connectivity 
has always been the 
necessitated goal of 
Pakistan’s foreign 

policy. Pakistan-China ties 
have played a significant role 
in particular. Over the years, 
this relationship has grown and 
strengthened ever since 1951 
when their friendship initially 
began. China has always been 
a key component of Pakistan’s 

foreign policy, to the point where 
Pakistan played a vital role in 
arranging Nixon’s visit to Beijing 
in 1970. Nevertheless, with the 
constant moral and strategic 
support of China, Pakistan has 
gained significant importance 
internationally. 

Therefore, as a move to further 
solidify their friendship, President 
Xi Jinping, proposed an 
economic initiative. The Silk Road 

Economic Belt and Maritime Silk 
Road or collectively referred to as 
the One Belt- One-Road (OBOR) 
or the Belt & Road Initiative 
(BRI) was introduced in 2013. 
BRI aims to promote common 
development through win-win 
cooperation between stakeholder 
countries, and common progress 
of member countries through 
closer international cooperation. 
More than 100 countries, as well 

By Muhammad Taimur Fahad Khan
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Analysis

as international organizations, 
have joined this initiative.

The China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, otherwise known as 
CPEC, is a flagship project of 
the BRI initiative. It is a massive 
bilateral developmental project 
and is expected to be a ‘game-
changer’ in the geopolitics of 
South Asia. CPEC entails more 
substantial and appreciable 
trade linkages between both 
Pakistan and China through 
a network of roads, railways, 
fibre-optic cables, energy 
pipelines and power generation 
projects. Various projects under 
CPEC range from the short term 
(2020), medium-term (2025) and 
the long term (2030) are in the 
process of completion. The Early 
Harvest Projects of 2017/18, 
which constitutes of energy and 
infrastructure, have already 
begun bearing fruits. Another 
major area of focus of CPEC is 
Special Economic Zones (SEZs), 
which are proposed to be 
constructed all over Pakistan.

Pakistan’s key priority is to 
rejuvenate the national economy 
by focusing on growth and 
regional connectivity, which 
is highlighted in its Vision 
for the year 2025. Enhanced 
connectivity with China, Central 
Asia and South Asia via CPEC 
will expand and bring about 
further bilateral and regional 
trade, promote economic 
integration and foster economic 
development. The variety of 
energy projects under the CPEC 
agreement would improve the 
energy crisis in Pakistan to a 
great extent; these projects 
would not only add capacity to 
the national grid but diversify 
Pakistan’s energy mix through 
investments within the country’s 
hydro, wind, solar and hydro-
carbon energy sectors. The 
establishment of SEZs, along 
the length of the Corridor, 

would spur growth and economic 
opportunities for the entire region.

The CPEC project provided 
Pakistan with an opportunity to 
build as well as operationalize 
its Gwadar Port. The completion 
of the port not only makes it 
the economic hub of Pakistan 
in particular but for the entire 
region as well. It would construct 
a strategic nexus between 
Pakistan, China and Central Asia, 
generating billions in revenue 
and provide shorter land routes. 
It would effectively establish links 
from the Caspian Sea to the Strait 
of Hormuz and would enable 
Gwadar to compete with the 
Persian Gulf ports.

The CPEC 
infrastructure would 
play a significant role 

in inter-provincial 
integration. It is 
expected that it 
would also bring 
unprecedented 

economic rewards for 
the agricultural sector 

of Pakistan
CPEC aims to connect Kashgar 
(Xinjiang - China) with Pakistan’s 
Gwadar port (Balochistan), 
through a vast and complex 
network of roads measuring up to 
3,000 kilometres as well as other 
infrastructure projects. China 
will save millions of dollars every 
year by shortening its route for 
energy imports from the Middle 
East by about 12,000 kilometres 
and also gain greater access to 
the Indian Ocean. However, on 
the other hand, Pakistan expects 
infrastructural enhancement and 
would address its severe energy 
crisis.

According to the reports, China’s 
ship-borne trade is currently 
amounting to $5 trillion, and it 
may triple over a decade, much 
of which will be passing through 

the Gwadar-Kashgar trade 
route. CPEC, intended to be 
completed by (2030), is a win-win 
cooperation for both countries. 
The successful implementation of 
the CPEC would provide Pakistan 
with access to the Central Asian 
states - Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan - the Russian 
Federation and Europe, through 
China. The trucking and logistics 
industry of Pakistan would have 
an immense opportunity to grow. 
Certainly, this unprecedented 
road link would have far-reaching 
positive geo-economic dividends 
for the people of Pakistan.

Pakistan should use CPEC as 
a springboard for encouraging 
a dialogue about the potential 
convergence of civilizations 
across its territory through 
’Gwadar dialogue.’ Conceptually, 
CPEC can be equated to the 
jugular vein of Afro-Eurasian 
integration, and it is expected 
to be a vital driving force of the 
emerging Multi-Polar World 
Order.

Resultantly, Gwadar has been 
witnessing new development 
projects. Pakistan has decided 
to construct a mega oil city 
at Gwadar on 80,000 acres 
under the Corridor. It will be 
for transportation of imported 
oil through the Gwadar port to 
China. Moreover, recently Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has also 
laid the foundation of a grand 
international airport at Gwadar.

The provincial and federal 
government in Balochistan and 
Islamabad should further focus 
on Gwadar to host regular trade 
fairs and socio-cultural events 
which could culminate in a 
big-ticket yearly meeting akin 
in esteemed importance to the 
Shangri-La Dialogue, except 
focusing on participation from 
each of the aforementioned 
regional actors most likely to 
partake in CPEC.

7 



Apart from addressing the 
burgeoning energy requirements 
of Pakistan, CPEC is expected 
to bring industrialization and 
investment to Pakistan with 
carry-over effects for immediate 
neighbouring countries. The 
CPEC infrastructure would 
play a significant role in inter-
provincial integration. It is 
expected that it would also 
bring unprecedented economic 
rewards for the agricultural 
sector of Pakistan. 

Pakistan should 
use CPEC as a 

springboard for 
encouraging a 
dialogue about 
the potential 

convergence of 
civilizations across 

its territory through 
’Gwadar dialogue’

With the ever-burgeoning of 
strategic partnership between 
United States and India, 
sabotage and terrorist activities 
are anticipated to be brought 
into play along the Northern, 
Western and Eastern CPEC 
routes, as a last ditch effort 
to fail CPEC projects. India, 
along with some other hostile 
states, has launched a malicious 
campaign aimed at discrediting 
CPEC, linking it with the Indo-
Pak Kashmir dispute. One 
can already notice a sudden 
upsurge in the acts of terror in 
the three restive regions, and 
activation of certain NGOs 
and think-tanks, all trying to air 
misgivings and creating a fear 
psychosis.

CPEC has fully exposed Indo-
US convergence of the interest 
to contain China in the region. 
Anti-CPEC propaganda is a 
combined effort of both. Since 
China’s position in South Asia 
is likely to become unassailable 
for both India and the US after 

success of CPEC, therefore, 
the Indian and US temptation is 
becoming irresistible to create 
hurdles and destabilization in 
Pakistan, China and Afghanistan 
through deliberated security 
quagmires in Balochistan, KPK, 
Gilgit-Baltistan and other parts of 
the region.

In reality, CPEC is stuck down 
India’s throat. It refuses to 
reconcile to the advent of CPEC 
because it knows that once 
the mega project is complete, 
Pakistan’s economy is likely to 
spiral upwards. India’s Foreign 
Secretary and Indian Army 
Chief General Bipin Rawat, are 
propagating that CPEC is part of 
a military initiative of China, and it 
is a threat to India’s sovereignty. 

Countries having nefarious 
designs attempted to fan the 
politics of regionalism to generate 
controversies about this mega 
project. These countries even 
devised plans to spread anarchy 
in Balochistan and other parts 
of the country by accentuating 
the perception about economic 
neglect of the said provinces 
over the years and making the 
route controversial and politically 
unviable. Chinese presence in 
Pakistan is being targeted to 
create aspersions and affect 
the fostering bilateral relations. 
Attack on the Chinese Consulate 
in Karachi (23rd Nov 2018), the 
killing of LEAs on the Coastal 
Highway Balochistan and several 
other such sabotage attempts are 
surely and undeniably the part of 
the same strategy.

In the contemporary times where 
the world is going through a 
paradigm shift, major global 
powers need to adopt more 

inclusive and participatory policy 
orientation on regional and global 
levels rather than exclusive and 
divisive ones. Currently, the 
US is slowly divorcing from its 
policy of multilateralism which 
in turn is increasing the surge 
of regionalism and isolationism 
which is ultimately leading 
to different kinds of negative 
competitions such as arms races, 
proxy wars, nuclear proliferation 
and violent conflicts throughout 
the world. China on the other 
hand is acting as an anti-dote to 
such dangerous developments 
by executing mega connectivity 
projects like the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) which involves 
all the countries this project is 
touching.

In the 
contemporary times 

where the world 
is going through 
a paradigm shift, 

major global powers 
need to adopt 
more inclusive 

and participatory 
policy orientation 
on regional and 

global levels rather 
than exclusive and 

divisive ones
Projects like CPEC, will not only 
open new vistas of cooperation 
in the economic and political 
spheres of different regions 
such as Central Asia, Southeast 
Asia, Africa and beyond but it 
will ultimately lead to social and 
cultural connectivity between 
different regions because of 
improved connectivity besides 
having mutually shared economic 
and political interests as well.

The writer is Research Associate and Media 
Officer at the Institute of Strategic Studies 
Islamabad.

Analysis
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China’s Soft Power Diplomacy
The term ‘soft power’ for the very first time 

was coined in 1990s by Joseph Nye who 
described it as ’the ability to achieve goals 
through attraction rather than coercion’. 

Though Nye is widely regarded as the pioneer of soft 
power, he replicated the ideas of soft power from 
Chinese sixth century BC strategist Sun Tzu from 
his book ’Art of War’ in which he while describing 
the skillfulness of war said that the statecraft to win 
a war was without waging the war. Another Chinese 
renowned philosopher Confucius also followed the 
same principle in his leadership and said that ’ruler is 
expected to demonstrate moral excellence, taking wise 
decisions on behalf of his subjects to keep the state 
secure and prosperous’.

By reviewing the Chinese foreign policy, one might 
reach the conclusion that China gives a great deal of 
importance to soft power implementing the doctrines of 
Sun Tzu and Confucius accordingly. China through soft 
power demonstrates that it is a benign and responsible 
international actor. In this regard, William A. Callahan 
rightly refers to China’s three global spectacles such as 
Shanghai’s World Expo in 2010, the People’s Republic 
of China sixteenth anniversary celebrations in 2009 
and Beijing Olympic Games in 2008. The objective 
of organizing such international events in China is 
attributed to demonstrate itself as a hub of ancient 
wisdom and high technology that will pave the way for 
an alternative mode of progress for the world. 

China, unlike the US has a peculiar soft power strategy 
in its peripheries particularly in South Asia trying to 
promote economic assistance, cultural diplomacy, 
trade and development. It has helped establish 
universities and Confucius Institutes in many countries 
to promote Chinese language and culture. 

China’s soft power has been increasing by leaps 
and bounds across the world supporting cultural 
exchanges, sending its teachers and doctors abroad, 

accommodating and welcoming students from other 
countries to study in China. China in South Asian 
region helped and aided smaller states such as 
Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka to accelerate their 
economic growth. China has also been assisting 
South Asian states in catastrophic scenarios, like 
food and relief aids. Resultantly, it has been able to 
create better image within South Asian states. David 
Schambaugh says, China has made a remarkable 
headway in using economy as soft power, granted 
$ 50 billion for the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) $40 billion for the Silk Road Economic 
Belt, $ 41 billion for the New Development Bank and 
$ 25 billion for the Maritime Silk Road. Above all, 
Beijing has pledged to invest approximately $ 4.8 
trillion across the world in the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI). Schambaugh further says that during the cold 
war two arch-rivals the US and USSR did not spend 
such great amount across the world as China alone is 
spending today. 

Presumably, China in the foreseeable future will leave 
no stone unturned in winning hearts and minds of the 
people by projecting its glorious past, great civilization 
and culture that is based on peace and harmony. 
China will certainly disseminate Confucian philosophy 
of peace, love and harmony. Some Sinologists are of 
the view that China’s harmonious world order would 
be a spectacular model for the world’s harmony. 
Its soft power would be based on attraction and 
persuasion rather than force and coercion. China’s 
inclusive approach and BRI generate a win-win 
situation for its trade partners, project its soft power 
image and provide opportunities for other states to 
join China and benefit from its success model. 

By Dost Muhammad Barrech

The writer is pursuing PhD in 
International Relations from 
International Islamic University, 
Islamabad. 

View Point
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Reaping Benefits 
from CPEC 

By Muhammad Sohail Ahmed

A milestone has been achieved by 
both Pakistan and China. The 
highest border on the face of the 
earth is the one at Khunjerab pass 

linking Pakistan and China by highway. This 
is only the beginning for a great friendship 
corridor as there is a railway link in the making 
and trans-shipment of goods for subsequent 
sea transport. Both nations maintaining their 
sovereignty and legal equality have started 
to become a role model for diplomats and 
international lawmakers. 

The roads connecting the State of China with 
Gwadar through Karachi and Balochistan 
linking Peshawar, Islamabad, Lahore, Sukkur 
connects all the four provinces of Pakistan in a 
chain of road links that has now been completed 
with railway networks to follow. Interestingly, 
the sovereignty of Pakistan has been kept as 
a benchmark for the project. The funding is in 
the form of a loan which should be easily paid 
off through collection of toll on the model of 

Build, Operate and Transfer (BoT). First such 
project was constructed with the help of Korean 
Company, Daewoo. The invested amount has 
been paid off and the Motorway Section M-1 
and M-2 connecting Islamabad with Lahore 
and Faisalabad is successfully operating. This 
section has already become part of the CPEC 
net. In order to learn from past experiences of 
running motorway, feed-back should be utilized 
from the concerned government department prior 
to finalizing the contours of the second phase of 
CPEC. 

This also provides a role model for initiating a 
process or formulation of a new model on the 
exploitation of road infrastructure for economic 
activities. Rails and roads are the cheapest 
means of commuting in our country.  The 
travel time through the improved road and rail 
infrastructure can be reduced to half as the 
distance in some cases has reduced with a 
speed of 120 km/hr, throughout the journey. 
Small farms need to be developed along the 

Analysis
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motorway to transport vegetables, livestock, 
grains, seasonal fruit and dairy products. Tourist 
sights already identified by Pakistan tourism 
development should be reworked to offer tourist 
packages to locals and international visitors 
particularly from China. 

The next step would be to open universities 
and vocational training institutes all along the 
road; increasing literacy, reducing travel time 
for remote day scholars and better training 
opportunities for Human Resource. In order to 
inculcate moral and religious values and ethics, 
there is a need to open small religious education 
centres in the mosques located at petrol pumps. 
This will also be a source of basic religious 
education for the local population and the project 
will earn goodwill from the locals of all regions 
through which the corridor road would pass. 
This will, therefore, improve the security and 
goodwill for the Pakistani government as well 
as for the Chinese. Any project with goodwill at 
the grass-root level is likely to be politically and 
economically workable.

The toll plazas should be utilized for quick 
collection of funds and swift flow of transport 
using technology like e-toll. Local and 
international investors should be encouraged to 
develop farms for the production of vegetable, 
fruit and livestock for use in the country and 
export. While planning and developing special 
economic zones, the proximity of potential 
production zones and the resources must be 
identified. For example, the orange and nectar 
of Sargodha are famous therefore packing and 
preserving industry in the economic zone would 
boost export. So far our exporters are dependent 
on air transport system which is comparatively 
expensive and it is difficult to compete in the 
international market. The cheapest means of 
transport is through the sea. The port of Gwadar 
could be utilized for exports towards the west and 
empty containers returning from Gwadar to China 
should be used for exports to China. 

With the increase in the world population of 
Muslims, the government of Saudi Arabia has 
prepared a vision of the Kingdom. This vision 
includes enhancing the number of Haj and 
Umra devotees permissible to all countries. 
This includes Pakistanis and Chinese both and 
there is a scope to provide cheap travel to the 

Holy land through road and sea. Travel agents, 
tour operators and the ministry of religious 
affairs should join hand in glove to make land 
and sea Haj and Umra Package. Every year, 
Pakistan spends sixty billion rupees on Haj and 
Umra tours. This is besides the tours to religious 
shrines in Iran and Iraq. The port of Gwadar or 
Karachi should be utilized to ferry the pilgrims. 
A large number of individuals would be willing 
to avail ‘CPEC Economy Umra Package’. This 
project goes in sync  with the Saudi vision and 
is likely to gain popularity from all stakeholders. 
Organisations like Bahria Foundation could be 
utilized to train mariners. The investment could be 
either through the ministry of port and shipping or 
through private channels/entrepreneurs. 

One of the major pluses of 
CPEC is that the channels 

of communication between 
both governments always 
remain open with an open 

mind and mutual trust
To facilitate the travellers, most of the airports 
operated Duty-Free Shops should be brought in 
action. However, the seaports of Pakistan also 
need to work on operating such shops. Similarly, 
the exclusive identified sites at the corridor may 
also have duty free outlets on subsidized prices. 
The travellers using the road as a means of 
transport would be fascinated by such initiative 
and job opportunities for the locals will also 
become available. 

One of the major pluses of CPEC is that the 
channels of communication between both 
governments always remain open with an open 
mind and mutual trust. This is a very important 
denominator and keeps both the stakeholders 
contented and friendly. The will of the people 
on both sides further adds to this assurance, 
therefore there is no doubt that Allah is willing this 
will be a win-win project. Although the name of 
this project reflects economic growth but in actual 
it is an all-rounder project focusing on political, 
commercial, cultural and military cooperation.

The author is a freelance writer and retired 
commodore of Pakistan Navy.

Analysis
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PIVOT: You have served as Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to China for almost 7 
years. How was your experience?

MK: I went to China in January 2013 
and returned in July this year — a stint of total 
six and a half years. It was a memorable 
experience indeed. I witnessed first-hand the 
dynamism which drives the Chinese society. 
During my tenure, two sides maintained the 
tradition of highest level exchanges. President 
Xi Jinping paid his historic visit to Pakistan in 
2015, and Premier Li Keqiang in 2013, besides 
several other high level Chinese dignitaries 
who visited Pakistan. Twelve visits at the Head 
of State and Prime Minister level took place 
from Pakistan in six and a half years. China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor or CPEC laid the 
foundation of a new dynamic in Pakistan-China 
relations. I travelled far and wide in China. 
Wherever I went, I saw exemplary commitment 

of the Chinese people to nation building and the 
strides the country is making in all spheres of 
human life. Most heartwarming for me were their 
friendly sentiments towards Pakistan. Chinese 
describe their relation with Pakistan as ‘Iron 
Brother’. This is a unique title reserved only for 
Pakistan.

China has set national 
targets to become a fully 
modern and prosperous 
society by 2049 when it 
completes 100 years of 

modern China
PIVOT: What in your opinion are the strengths of 
Chinese culture, values and Chinese lifestyle?

MK: The Chinese represent an ancient civilization 

H.E. Masood Khalid
(Former Ambassador of Pakistan to China)

By PIVOT Team

Interview
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which is 5,000 years old. Contrary to general 
impressions, China is a society comprising 
56 ethnicities, who take great pride in being 
‘Chinese’. Confucian teachings play a great part 
in Chinese family life, characterized by traditions 
that emphasize education and learning, filial 
piety, respect for elders and self-sacrifice for 
the greater good.  Co-existence, harmony and 
balance is emphasized to keep the order in the 
society. Chinese people are highly disciplined, 
hardworking and meticulous. Chinese art and 
craftsmanship are admired the world over for 
their elegance and exquisite workmanship. What 
struck me most is their perfection for details, 
which is their great strength. Chinese people 
celebrate their festivals with great enthusiasm. 
They visit their ancestral homes to pay homage 
to departed ones. They travel quite a bit. 
Every year about 150 million Chinese travel 
overseas. Nearly six hundred thousand Chinese 
students are abroad. China has an excellent 
public transportation system and government is 
promoting e-commerce and e-finance. Although 
China calls itself a developing country Chinese 
people now enjoy modern services and facilities.

PIVOT: What do you think has played a central 
role in making China a successful nation in a 
couple of decades? What lessons can Pakistan 
learn from China?

MK: Since the foundation of the People’s 
Republic of China in 1949, the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) has a played a central role in 
steering the country’s path to development. 
China has passed through difficult times 
and faced numerous internal and external 
challenges. However, it is the leadership of 
the party and its vision, combined with hard 
work of the Chinese people which has made 
this success possible. While retaining its own 
unique system of governance, China has not 
hesitated in adopting the best practices of other 
countries for improving its model of economic 
development. Foreign investment and infusion 
of foreign technology has played an important 
role in making China into a factory of the world 
and the largest trading nation.  Their success 
can be attributed to sound planning of projects, 
their vigorous implementation and close 
monitoring and oversight. China has succeeded 
in establishing a nexus between academia and 
industry to apply research for national plans. 
There are specialized research bodies which 
give their input to government on technical 
aspects of plans. China has invested in its 

human resource by spending about 4% of its GDP 
on education and about 2 % on R&D. It is quickly 
becoming a knowledge economy.

While retaining its 
own unique system 

of governance, China 
has not hesitated in 
adopting the best 
practices of other 

countries for improving 
its model of economic 
development. Foreign 

investment and infusion 
of foreign technology 

has played an important 
role in making China 
into a factory of the 

world and the largest 
trading nation

China has succeeded in developing a work force 
which is highly skilled and productive, and follows 
a strict code of work ethics. A system of rewards 
and punishment exists where high performers are 
acknowledged while those defaulting punished. 
The party also hosts regular training programmes 
for policy makers and designers of national policy. 
The training modules are geared towards national 
goals of development and ideological imperatives. 
China has set national targets to become a fully 
modern and prosperous society by 2049 when it 
completes 100 years of modern China. China has 
done a modern day miracle by lifting nearly 800 
million people out of poverty. Our policy makers 
and planners need to study Chinese model of 
development with particular focus on project 
planning on scientific lines and their seamless 
implementation. At the national level we need to 
pay more attention to education and on science + 
technology.

PIVOT: In the current scenario, how do you see 
Pakistan-China relations?

MK: Pakistan and China are close friends and 
reliable partners. Our ‘all weather strategic 
cooperative partnership’ is a unique account 
of mutual trust and respect. Our relationship is 

Interview
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based on shared principles and interests, and 
forms the foundation of cooperation in diverse 
fields. This relationship has over time transformed 
into a model of inter-state relationship. In the 
past seventy years, this relationship has been 
strengthened in political, defense, economic, 
cultural and several other fields.

China has extended 
support to Pakistan on 
crucial issues such as 

NSG and FATF. We also 
coordinate on UNSC 
reform issue, listings 

under security council 
sanctions regime and 
development related 

issues within the ambit 
of G77

People to people contacts have also increased 
in recent years. China is Pakistan’s largest 
trading partner. Since the launch of CPEC, 
this relationship has been elevated to an even 
higher level. In the backdrop of evolving regional 

dynamics, this relationship has become 
even more important. Both sides value this 
relationship and are determined to take it to new 
heights.

PIVOT: How do you foresee the future of 
Pakistan-China relations given your long 
diplomatic experience in China?

MK: An important hallmark of Pakistan-China 
relationship has been its resilience and unique 
nature. This partnership has weathered all 
storms and has stood the test of time. It has 
remained unshaken and unaffected by domestic 
or international changes. Both countries have 
helped each other even when they were under 
pressure not to do so. The graph of Pakistan-
China relations has confidently moved upwards 
in all these decades, and today, this is truly 
a multi-dimensional partnership. Over the 
decades, the leadership of each country has 
invested in this relationship and it is now etched 
in the hearts and minds of our two people. This 
relationship has a natural propellant to grow, 
and it will.

PIVOT: How significant has been China’s 
support to Pakistan at international fora?

MK: China and Pakistan cooperate closely 
with each other at international fora. Pakistan 
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values China’s principled stance on the Jammu 
& Kashmir dispute. China has extended support 
to Pakistan on crucial issues as NSG and FATF. 
We also coordinate on UNSC reform issue, 
listings under security council sanctions regime 
and development related issues within the ambit 
of G77. Pakistan and China have established 
several institutional mechanisms to coordinate 
on multilateral matters. Similarly, Pakistan 
supports China on core issues of its national 
interest like Taiwan, Hong Kong, etc.

PIVOT: How can Pakistan capitalize its 
relations with China as China positions itself to 
be a major regional and global power?

MK: Pakistan regards its relationship with 
China as a cornerstone of its foreign policy. 
This relationship serves the cause of peace 
and stability in our region. China is the second 
largest economy and a major global and 
regional power, playing an important role in 
international affairs. China is our neighbour, with 
which we have enjoyed a close relationship. 
China is opening up its westward region 
and its proximity with Pakistan presents 
new opportunities for mutually beneficial 
collaboration in economic sphere. Both are 
SCO members and endeavouring to forge 
closer economic cooperation with Central Asian 
countries.

New alignments and 
re-alignments are 

shaping the geopolitical 
landscape of our region 

and in that context 
Pakistan remains highly 

relevant, whether 
it is South Asia, 

Afghanistan, Central 
Asia, or Middle East

Pakistan has the unique geographical 
advantage of being a bridgehead between 
China, Central Asia and South-west Asia. New 
alignments and re-alignments are shaping the 
geopolitical landscape of our region and in 
that context Pakistan remains highly relevant, 
whether it is South Asia, Afghanistan, Central 
Asia, or Middle East. I see Pakistan’s role as a 
‘balancer’ and a ‘peacemaker’ in the evolving 

scenario. China and Pakistan can mutually 
complement each other’s efforts for peace and 
development in the region, and promote intra-
regional economic cooperation within the ambit 
of BRI.

PIVOT: What are your assessments on BRI as a 
model for economic growth? Do you think it can 
become an inclusive model?

MK: Since its launch, BRI has become the most 
popular public good and the biggest cooperation 
platform of the 21st century. After six years of 
groundwork and development of comprehensive 
framework, the BRI has entered into the phase of 
solid progress and sustained growth.

As a responsible major 
power, China hopes to 
play a comprehensive 
role in the resolution 

of issues of global 
importance, enhance 

investment cooperation 
with other countries 

under BRI
More than a hundred countries are now partners 
in this venture. BRI has been incorporated in 
the outcome documents of the international 
organizations including the United Nations, SCO 
and the China-Africa cooperation Forum. China 
has made its intention known that it seeks to 
work with the international community to play 
its role for an open, cooperative and mutually 
beneficial world. As a responsible major power, 
China hopes to play a comprehensive role in 
the resolution of issues of global importance, 
enhance investment cooperation with other 
countries under BRI. The initiative has already 
brought tangible benefits for partner nations, 
including Pakistan, and I am certain that it will 
continue to push forward the process of global 
growth and enhanced connectivity between 
various regions and economies.

PIVOT: In your opinion, how significant is CPEC 
for Pakistan?

MK: I view CPEC as a window of opportunity 
for Pakistan to improve its infrastructure, 
enhance its growth, trade and investments and 
become a hub for regional connectivity and 
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economic cooperation. CPEC is helping Pakistan 
to improve its economic standing in the region. In 
the first phase of early harvest projects, Pakistan 
has been able to overcome its energy shortfall 
and reduce incrementally its deficit of transport 
infrastructure. Cooperation under CPEC in the 
next phase will improve Pakistan’s agriculture 
sector, port infrastructure, oil and gas sector and 
create opportunities for livelihood through socio-
economic projects. Special Economic Zones will 
help industrialization of Pakistan.  Transformation 
of our railways sector, neglected in the past, will 
improve logistics, cut cost of internal and external 
trade and enable connectivity with our regional 
partners. Pakistan will earn revenue through transit 
trade rights.

Cooperation under 
CPEC in the next phase 
will improve Pakistan’s 
agriculture sector, port 
infrastructure, oil and 
gas sector and create 

opportunities for 
livelihood through socio-

economic projects
The development of Gwadar Port, Gwadar Smart 
City and its allied infrastructure, will help address 
poverty in Balochistan. Already, exports of seafood 
has started for China and other countries from 

Gwadar Port. The development of Gwadar 
Fisheries sector will give a major boost to local 
economy. National economy can be transformed 
if we invite foreign capital and technology to 
explore our mineral resources. I am confident 
that the Chinese companies have the capacity to 
help us optimize our potential in this sector. All in 
all, CPEC serves the interests of both Pakistan 
and China. It will help Pakistan attain a level of 
economic takeoff.

PIVOT: Do you think in future CPEC will be able 
to meet the expectations of the common man in 
Pakistan?

MK: Reportedly, CPEC has generated about 
75,000 local jobs. In the next phase of CPEC, 
more projects are expected to be launched 
which will boost this figure. Moreover, setting 
up of manufacturing units in envisaged special 
economic zones (SEZs) will further help in 
employment generation and boost Pakistan’s 
exports. CPEC provides our workforce an 
opportunity to take full advantage of the learning 
curve and put the country on the road of self-
reliance. Pakistan needs investment and transfer 
of technology in order to be part of the global 
supply chain. China is willing to do investment 
and transfer technology through training and skill 
development programs. If we achieve the targets 
set by CPEC, people will feel the real change 
in their life in terms of higher GDP, higher per 
capita income etc. While CPEC can significantly 
improve Pakistan’s economy, it is imperative that 
both sides work earnestly to achieve its targets 
and jointly deal with any impediments on the way.
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PIVOT: What do you think are the pressing 
challenges in achieving the CPEC dream?

MK: CPEC is an economic partnership project 
with a potential to transform Pakistan into a geo-
economic hub. Upon completion, the CPEC 
will optimize Pakistan’s geographical position 
at the crossroads of Central Asia, Middle East 
and South Asia. In the first phase of CPEC, 
significant progress has been made in energy and 
infrastructure sectors. As we move on to the next 
phase, expanding on the existing progress, there 
will be need to inject more synergy in the planning 
and implementation process on both sides. 

Coordination and regular interaction between 
the concerned ministries and departments of the 
two countries could guarantee the success of the 
project. Due diligence, transparency and mitigation 
of environmental concerns should be accorded 
due consideration. Pakistani side will also need to 
prioritize projects to be financed under CPEC as 
arranging finances will pose some challenge. A 
major challenge on the external front is to counter 
the machinations of our detractors who are raising 
doubts about CPEC. Both governments need to 
forcefully dispel the propaganda regarding the 
so called debt trap, transparency and alleged 
colonization of Pakistan’s economic resources by 
China through effective media management. In the 
energy sector, while we have been able to increase 
our energy production capacity, distribution 
and transmission remains a bottleneck which 
will require attention. In the context of industrial 
cooperation, Pakistan will have to create an 
enabling environment through preferential policies 
to attract relocation of Chinese manufacturing 
capacity in our Special Economic Zones. The 
countries which have succeeded in attracting 
foreign investment have given such special 
incentives. Even China offered such incentives 
for its economic zones. Success of the SEZs will 
be a litmus test for CPEC. Security will require 
our continuous attention and close coordination 
between the security agencies of two sides.

PIVOT: Culture generally and language specifically 
seem to be barriers between the two nations. What 
would you suggest to overcome these pressing 
concerns?

MK: I agree that language is a barrier, but 
countries do business with each other and transact 
trade despite such barriers. Pakistan and China 
are not unique in that sense. Lately, there has been 
great effort on both sides to overcome this barrier. 
Chinese language is becoming quite popular and 

many leading universities and colleges in Pakistan 
are giving courses in Chinese language. Confucius 
Institutes in Pakistan are also engaged in promoting 
Chinese culture and language. In China too, several 
universities have established Pakistan Study 
Centres and Urdu departments. There are 28,000 
Pakistani students in China, who are not only 
engaged in respective academic pursuits but are 
also acting as Ambassadors of friendship between 
the two countries. They are an asset for Pakistan 
since their knowledge and expertise could be 
utilized for CPEC-related projects, overcoming the 
language barrier to a greater extent. But I agree we 
need to invest more in knowing about each other 
through language and cultural interaction.

Pakistan needs 
investment and transfer 
of technology in order 
to be part of the global 
supply chain. China is 

willing to do investment 
and transfer technology 

through training and skill 
development programs

PIVOT: How people to people contacts can be 
enriched to deepen the relationship between 
Pakistan and China?

MK: CPEC is playing a significant role in enriching 
people to people contacts as it has resulted in an 
increase of cross flow of nationals. Frequency of 
visits on both sides is on the rise. Various platforms 
have been established to promote collaboration 
in cultural, educational and media fields. Apart 
from official interactions, there is regular flow of 
entrepreneurs, scholars, academics and media 
persons between the two countries. We have a 
number of sister city linkages between the two 
sides, which need to be substantially enhanced as 
they will help in promoting business and trade as 
well as educational and cultural links. Here I must 
say that we are not taking full advantage of these 
twinning arrangements. Media plays an important 
role in forming public opinion. Both sides should 
actively promote exchange of films, TV dramas 
and joint production of films and documentaries 
to create cultural awareness about each other. 
A separate mechanism under CPEC to promote 
cooperation in arts and films could be established. 
I strongly believe that in today’s world of 
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globalization, countries like Pakistan need to follow 
cultural cum commercial diplomacy to promote 
tourism and business links with outside world.

PIVOT: Do you think Gwadar Port can play a 
pivotal role in improving regional integration?

MK: The development of a port takes time. 
Activity is now picking up in Gwadar. The Free 
Zone has completed its first phase. Work has 
started on Gwadar Airport. Other significant 
projects include Gwadar Eastbay expressway, 
power plant, schools, hospitals. Good news is that 
export of sea products has already started from 
Gwadar to third countries highlighting its potential. 
Gwadar is an important port in terms of its 
location. It is very close to the Persian Gulf and the 
Middle East, and it will link up with China through 
Kashgar. We already have the Karakoram Highway 
(KKH) which is being upgraded so as to serve as 
the main artery for trade between Pakistan and 
China, as well as with regional countries.

Major challenge on 
the external front is to 

counter the machinations 
of our detractors who 

are raising doubts about 
CPEC. Both governments 

need to forcefully 
dispel the propaganda 
regarding the so called 
debt trap, transparency 
and alleged colonization 
of Pakistan’s economic 

resources by China 
through effective media 

management
The idea is that exports from China pass along 
this road, reach Gwadar and then transshipped 
to Africa and Europe. In terms of distance and 
cost, Gwadar will be very competitive. The whole 
of Central Asia is landlocked and these countries 
need access to the seas for their commerce and 
trade. We have an ideal location to serve as a 
conduit. Pakistan and China are mutual neighbors 
of Central Asian countries, so Gwadar Port will 
give a big impetus to the economic development 
of the entire region. We are confident that the port 
will play an important role in promoting China’s 

commerce and business through Pakistan with 
the outside world and vice-versa. In the long 
run, we hope Gwadar and Kashgar will be linked 
through energy pipelines and communication 
infrastructure. Gwadar Master Plan is to develop it 
as a smart city. We hope this to happen in coming 
years.

PIVOT: Do you think CPEC can act as a catalyst 
for peace and stability in the South Asian region?

MK: Both Pakistan and China have made it clear 
that CPEC is not against any country. Rather it 
is a venture of bilateral economic cooperation 
between two sovereign states. It will help meet 
Pakistan’s development needs and infrastructure 
deficit. Both sides have already agreed to sponsor 
some projects under CPEC in Afghanistan, 
which manifests its regional dimension. Special 
Economic Zones will be open to third countries 
on project need basis. South Asia is mired in 
poverty and underdevelopment. It is the least 
connected region in terms of inter-regional trade 
and business. I think CPEC offers an opportunity 
to Pakistan to not only accelerate the pace of 
its economic development but also to regional 
countries to develop win-win partnerships, which 
will help promote peace and stability in South 
Asia. CPEC has the potential to introduce a new 
development paradigm in the region.

PIVOT: What areas in your opinion need to be 
addressed with a view to make CPEC a success?

MK: CPEC is a flagship project of Belt & Road 
initiative. It has the support of the leadership 
and people of two countries. Both governments 
have a stake in its success and are committed 
to it. However, in order to ensure that both sides 
will need to maintain effective coordination and 
harmony in planning and execution of agreed 
projects. Lessons learnt from the first phase of 
CPEC should be applied so as to avoid problems 
in the next phase. Threadbare discussions from 
the standpoint of technical and financial viability 
of projects is necessary before JCC approves 
them. Pakistani side also needs to streamline 
its licensing and approval processes and create 
a truly one window operation to attract Chinese 
SMEs in our industrial parks and economic zones. 
A continuous vigil is required for the security of 
Chinese personnel and projects to thwart the evil 
designs of our adversaries who wish to see CPEC 
derailed. More robust media campaign is required 
to counter disinformation.

PIVOT: What is China’s vision of future Pakistan?
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MK: China regards Pakistan as an important 
Muslim country, a key player in the region and a 
trusted friend. China appreciates that Pakistan 
stands shoulder to shoulder with her on issues 
of its core concern. China also lauds Pakistan’s 
developmental efforts to improve the livelihood of 
its people. It supports Pakistan’s counter-terrorism 
efforts and its key role in facilitating peace in 
Afghanistan. China supports peaceful means to 
resolve disputes between Pakistan and India, 
including the Kashmir issue. It would like to see 
peace and stability in South Asia and recognizes 
Pakistan’s vital role in this regard. China wishes 
Pakistan political and social stability, and is 
prepared to help Pakistan to improve its economy. 
As a long standing friend, China wishes Pakistan 
peace and progress, and envisages her making 
a constructive contribution towards peace and 
stability in the region. China would like Pakistan to 
continue to play its key role in promoting BRI and 
mutually accomplish the vision of CPEC. China 
attaches great importance to its strategic ties with 
Pakistan and would like to further consolidate 
them.

PIVOT: What should be Pakistan’s vision of 
China?

MK: I do not think there is any confusion in our 
minds about the importance and the rationale 
of relationship with China. Both countries have 
demonstrated their time-tested friendship, 
exemplified by such clichés as ‘friendship higher 

than the mountains and deeper than the 
deepest oceans’. China has stood by Pakistan, 
be it 1965 or 1971 wars, Kashmir issue, and 
Pakistan’s core interests e.g., NSG, FATF. 
China assisted Pakistan in its socio-economic 
development even preceding CPEC. Several 
mega projects like Karakoram Highway, Heavy 
Mechanical Complex (HMC) at Taxila, Kamra 
Aeronautical Complex, Chashma Nuclear 
Power Plants are some prominent examples. 
China is our biggest trading partner and has 
been the largest source of FDI. Both countries 
have just concluded the second phase of FTA, 
whereby market access of more than 300 tariff 
lines would be available to Pakistani exporters 
at par with ASEAN countries in a vast market of 
1.4 billion people. Our cooperation in defense 
and space fields is a strong pillar of our bilateral 
relationship. China is also providing a large 
number of scholarships to Pakistan to help build 
a solid knowledge base. It is imparting training 
to our experts and professionals in various 
fields for capacity building. Our technicians and 
workers are benefitting from Chinese skills and 
technology in Chinese assisted projects. China 
is now the second largest economy of the world, 
which is embarked on breaking new grounds in 
the fields of technology and innovation. It is a 
major player in international affairs. No global 
narrative is complete without China. Pakistan’s 
partnership with China is a source of strength 
for us. It is a strategic imperative for both as we 
share a mutual vision for peace and prosperity 
of the region. We have full confidence in our 
traditional friendship which started decades ago 
and is unbreakable. The destinies of our two 
countries are tied together. Pakistanis should 
regard China as their true friend.

PIVOT: What is the future of Pakistan-China 
relations?

MK: As the past testifies, our relationship is 
rock-solid and has withstood all pressures. 
People of two countries are the guardians of 
this relationship. China and Pakistan share 
convergence of views on global and regional 
issues. CPEC has added an entirely new 
dimension to our strategic ties. Our partnership 
is resilient and capable of facing all challenges. 
We need to invest all our energies in solidifying 
this unique relationship. I am confident that this 
relationship will continue to forge ahead, serve 
the interests of our two nations, and will be an 
anchor for peace and stability in the region.
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Gwadar: 
Balance in 
Transition

The book titled ‘Gwadar: 
Balance in Transition’ 
authored by Dr. Azhar 
Ahmad is available in both 

English and Chinese language 
which focuses on issues related 
to Maritime Security and Gwadar. 
The writer also reflected on 
important areas such as elements 
of national power, maritime 
security issues and strategic 
importance of Gwadar and its 
potential and challenges it faces. 

The author discussed four 
significant elements of Maritime 
Power and these elements were: 
Ports and Harbours, Merchant 
Marine, Ocean Economic 
Resources and Combatant Naval 
Force. At present, 90% of all 
world trade takes place by sea. In 
present era, maritime influence 
is essential for the survival of a 
nation. 

At present, 90% 
of all world trade 

takes place by sea. 
In present era, 

maritime influence 
is essential for the 
survival of a nation
The author has given account of 
history of Gwadar and Makran 

taking help from the de-classified 
documents of British India, 
which at places differs from the 
publicly available narrative. The 
geographical location of Gwadar 
makes it more important for 
regional and extra-regional actors. 
At the time of partition, Pakistan 
inherited only one commercial 
port in Karachi. In 1991, it was 
decided to establish Gwadar as a 
full fledge deep water commercial 
port. Gwadar has potential to 
connect five very important regions 
with each other, such as; Arabia, 
Persia, Central Asia, South Asia 
and China.

Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914) 
a prominent naval historian stated 
the importance of Indian Ocean 
and said ‘whoever controls the 
Indian Ocean, dominates Asia. 
This Ocean is the key to the seven 
seas. In the twenty first century the 
destiny of the world will be decided 
in these waters’.

Almost all the major regional and 
extra regional powers have their 
presence in Indian Ocean. United 

Authors: Dr. Azhar Ahmad
Publisher: Yunnan University Press, 

China
Pages: 217

By Asad Ali
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Book Review

The writer works for China Pakistan Study 
Centre, Institute of Strategic Studies 
Islamabad.

States of America arrived in this 
region during the World War II and 
currently they maintain 12 bases in 
Indian Ocean. The Persian Gulf is an 
important trade route in the strategic 
Indian Ocean. All Gulf States are oil 
producing countries and their direct 
access to world is through Strait of 
Hormuz and the North Arabian Sea. 
India regards the Indian Ocean as 
an ‘Indian Lake’ and 97% of India’s 
total trade is through sea. China’s 
90% trade is through South China 
Sea. The distance from the Strait of 
Hormuz to China’s eastern seaboard 
is 10,000 km and in addition to over 
4500 km further inland. China is 
apprehensive of its long SLOCs 
across the Malacca Straits. This 
route remains vulnerable to hostile 
intervention and even piracy. It is 
impossible to escort lengthy SLOCs 
all along. The best option available 
for China is the ports of Pakistan, 
especially Gwadar Port. 

Pakistan’s 
Gwadar port has 

the potential, 
if driven with 
wisdom and 

foresight, to put 
Pakistan on the 

right path
The author states that Pakistan is 
blessed with abundance of natural 
resources and shares maritime 
boundaries with Iran, Oman and 
India. Pakistan has a long coastline, 
which is about 990 km. Pakistan 
despite all-natural resources was 
not able to benefit from tremendous 
resources  due to lack of maritime 
vision of successive governments. A 
sound maritime strategy is required 

to exploit maritime resources and 
that is the way Pakistan could 
become a true maritime nation.

Whoever 
controls the 

Indian Ocean, 
dominates Asia. 

This Ocean is 
the key to the 

seven seas. 
In the twenty 
first century 

the destiny of 
the world will 
be decided in 
these waters

Pakistan’s Gwadar port has the 
potential, if driven with wisdom and 
foresight, to put Pakistan on the 
right path. The country’s record in 
offshore oil and gas exploration 
has been equally disappointing. 
Due to lack of expertise and 
inconsistent policies of the past 
governments very little has been 
done in this area. The book 
elaborates the history of Gwadar 
and provides information and data 
about the natural resources and 
potential of Pakistan. It is a well-
researched and authentic account 
on Gwadar and its maritime 
potentials. The book is written in 
easy to understand language and 
attracts readers from all walks of 
life. Overall it is a good read.   
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Two-Day 
International 
Conference on 
‘Belt and Road 
Initiative in the 
Changing Regional 
Dynamics’ 

China Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC) 
at the Institute of Strategic Studies 
Islamabad (ISSI) in collaboration 
with PowerChina hosted a two-day 

International Conference on November 20-
21, 2019 titled ‘Belt and Road Initiative in the 
Changing Regional Dynamics’ on November 
20, 2019. H.E Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs graced the 
inaugural session as Chief Guest. He stated 
that, ‘Things are changing in the region and we 
are recognizant of alignments. Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) is a transformational venture and 
can bring peace and development in the region. 
Considering BRI and CPEC a zero-sum game, 
we believe, is unwise.’ The inaugural session 
was attended by President Power China, Mr. Du 
Chunguo and Ambassador People’s Republic of 
China, H.E. Yao Jing.

In his welcome remarks, Director General 
Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad, 

Ambassador Aizaz Ahmed Chaudhry accurately 
sketched the changing dynamics of the region 
and said the new great power struggle, initiated 
mainly by the US, can either yield new globalism or 
bring the old globalism to halt altogether. He said 
that the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) can help us 
navigate the challenges of present times.

In his introductory remarks, Director China 
Pakistan Study Centre, Dr. Talat Shabbir 
stressed that there is a need to hold debates and 
generate constructive ideas through research and 
collaboration.

Mr. Du Chunguo, President PowerChina 
elaborated that his company has completed 40 
power projects in Pakistan focusing on socio-
economic development of the people.

Ambassador People’s Republic of China, H.E. 
Yao Jing highly praised the efforts by government 
of Pakistan in realizing CPEC dream. Pakistani 
government, the Ambassador said, has adopted 
economy-oriented foreign policy which, he 
remarked, was the right policy.

During the two working sessions on day one of 
the conference, the Chinese scholars anticipated 

that CPEC would be a role 
model for other corridors of 
Belt and Road Initiative while 
underlining the importance of 
regional economic integration 
through BRI and CPEC. 
Both Chinese and Pakistani 
intellectuals were uncertain 
about India’s peaceful rise 
and the Indo-Pacific strategy. 
Human resource development 
for launching SEZs projects; 
resolving bigger economic 
challenges like Pakistan’s 

Report
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fiscal debt and balance of payment, as well as 
following China’s poverty alleviation practices for 
socio-economic development in Pakistan were 
suggested as future imperatives.

 

In the third working session, Pakistani and 
Chinese scholars emphasized on joint research 
projects which are guided by the governments 
of both countries. Scholars emphasized on how 
security and interests of South Asia can be 
secured by strengthening relations with countries 
like Russia and how Russian diplomacy towards 
South-Asia is in the current scenario. Global 
terrorism and political instability in South Asia and 
how it is influencing global connectivity was also 
highlighted by academics. United States global 
approach through a China-centric lens and its 
approach towards South Asia through an India 
centric lens was also expressed. Furthermore, 
it was also stated that BRI, CPEC and other 
Eurasian projects can help address far more 
serious problems like unemployment, poverty 
alleviation, extremism and will also promote peace 
and development. 

Academics also anticipated that Pakistan-India 
tensions are likely to intensify and violence in 
Indian Occupied Kashmir will keep continuing 
until and unless globally all nations come in strong 
and adopt a compelling and hard-hitting stance 
towards India. Chinese scholars also emphasized 
on the point of India’s reluctance towards CPEC, 
BRI and RCEP.  They concluded that it is only a 
pre-text and made up sovereignty issue, whereas 

Report

on BRI India says that if it is de-linked from CPEC 
then India might support the project. Hence India 
is using anti-CPEC stance as a bargaining chip.

The conference was an august gathering 
including academia, think-tank community, 
media personnel from Pakistan and China. The 
participants at the two-day conference included: 
Ambassador Masood Khalid; Ambassador 
Salman Bashir; Professor Shi Yuanhua, Fudan 
University; Dr. Fazal-ur-Rehman, University 
of Sargodha; Prof. Guo Xuetang, Shanghai 
University of International Business and 
Economics; Dr. Zahid Anwar, University of 
Peshawar; Dr. Xu Jianying, Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences; Dr. Huma Baqai, Institute of 
Business Administration; Prof. Lin Mingwang, 
Fudan University; Prof. Tang Mengsheng, Beijing 

University; Mr. Hassan Daud Butt, KPK Board of 
Investment; Dr. Liu Zongyi, Shanghai Institute for 
International Studies; Dr. Mirwais Kasi, University 
of Balochistan; Prof. Song Zhihui, Sichuan 
University; Dr. Khalid Manzoor Butt, Government 
College University; Dr. Li Qingyan, China Institute 
of International Studies, Prof. Feng Yujun, Fudan 
University, Mr. Aamir Rana, Pakistan Institute 
of Peace Studies, Prof. Zhang Jiadong, Fudan 
University, Dr. Muhammad Khan, International 
Islamic University Islamabad, Dr. Wang Shida, 
China Institute of Contemporary International 
Relations, Dr. Liaquat Ali Shah, CPEC Centre of 
Excellence and Prof. Ye Hailin, Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences.
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Belt and Road 
Initiative:

Ever since China 
announced this massive 
global project in 2013, 
two dominant opinions 

are being debated at international 
level about ‘Belt and Road 
Initiative’ (BRI). The optimists 
believe that, Belt and Road 
Initiative is a unique, incomparable 
and colossal global project which 
connects Asia through Eurasian 
region with Europe and Africa 
with a lot of promises.  This 
class of international relation’s 
scholars consider Belt and Road 
Initiative as a mega-project, 
aiming at improving regional 
and global connectivity and 
cooperation through development 
of communication infrastructure 
among countries lying on the 
ancient Silk Road and beyond. 
This global infrastructural 
network would create economic 
opportunities for all countries and 
communities, situated along this 
belt and road. 

The pessimists on the other hand, 
visualize BRI from the perspective 
of growing Chinese influence, 
which later may appear in the form 
of Chinese imperialism. This class 
of political scientists believes in 
the zero-sum game; the Chinese 
gain is directly proportional to 
their losses in the wider arena of 
international politics. At the global 
level, the Chinese rise is being 
viewed with lot of scepticism by 
sole super power and its allies. 
They see the Chinese rise as a 
threat to the existing world order, 

where the super power has the 
flexibility of imposing its will, as and 
when it desires.  Nevertheless, so 
far the Chinese rise has been more 
pronounced in the economic sphere 
where US is its biggest trading 
partner at the international level 
while Japan is its major regional 
trading partner in East Asian region. 
Even India enjoys the status of 
major trading partner of China with 
over $100 billion bilateral trade 
annually. This reflects that, Chinese 
rise is peaceful, all-encompassing 
and beneficial for all. For long, 
Chinese leadership believed on 
a peaceful neighbourhood and 
shared economic benefits for all 
the partners. Chinese economic 
development has been beneficial for 
the neighbours like; ‘a rising tide lifts 
all boats’.

In the post-cold war era, United 
States and European Union have 
been the leading beneficiaries of 
Chinese economic development 
and trade between East and West. 
As per Office of United States Trade 
Representative, China is the largest 
trading partner of US in goods. This 
two-way trade has been’$659.8 
billion in total’ (goods trade) during 
year-2018. Goods exports have 
been $120.3 billion whereas, goods 
imports have been $539.5 billion. 
Besides US, the European Union 
and China are two of the world’s 
prime traders. Despite economic 
cold war between top two economic 
giants, in November 2019, U.S 
and China have agreed to finalize 
a trade deal which includes rolling 

back of a portion of the tariffs, 
which they have been placing on 
each other’s products.

Chinese economic 
development has 

been beneficial for 
the neighbours like; 
‘a rising tide lifts all 

boats’
Such a deal would bring an 
end to the trade war between 
two global powers, providing 
opportunities for other states 
to benefit from the tension free 
global economic environment. In 
the East Asian region, China and 
Japan are rapidly coming out of 
the past strategic rivalry through 
a renewed economic cooperation. 
After 2012 military built-up both 
sides have realized that, regional 
rivalry and antagonism is not in 
the favour of any state. Indeed, 
such an approach has benefitted 
external power centres while 
damaging the regional integration. 
Mr Wei Jianguo, Vice Chairman of 
the China Centre for International 
Economic Exchanges believes 
that, ’Belt and Road Initiative 
will help companies from China 
and Japan’ to deepen their 
cooperation since they have 
already jointly developed a 
photovoltaic power station project 
in the United Arab Emirates and 
an energy project in Kazakhstan. 

According to Chinese officials, 
trade between China and Japan 

Catalyst for Global Peace 
and Economic Prosperity 

Perspective

By Dr. Muhammad Khan
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has risen in last few years, 
entering into double digit (8.1%) 
in year 2018. In the same way, 
the bilateral trade between South 
Korea and China raised by 11.8% 
in the same period. In a bid to 
redefine the ASEAN’s economic 
and security environment 
through BRI, China has invested 
over $500 billion in the region 
in last five years (2014-2018). 
The opportunities through BRI 
have drastically changed the 
regional economic out-look 
and ASEAN’s perception about 
China. Upon completion of BRI 
initiated projects, ASEAN’s 
diverse economies will be 
reoriented with a new and more 
vibrant outlook in the broader 
Asia-Pacific region; the emerging 
hub of international politics and 
global economic centres.

In South and Central Asian 
regions, there are major stakes 
with regards to BRI. Through 
BRI the Eurasian Heartland 
could come out from its global 
isolation to international main 
streaming. In South Asia, CPEC, 
the first flagship project of BRI 
has opened new vistas for the 
economic development and 
greater regional cooperation.  
Upon its completion in 2030, 
the impact of CPEC will be 
felt not only by Pakistan and 
China but, all regional states 
including those creating hurdles 
through undesired motives and 
unfounded bases. 

Away from the power politics, 
under the changing global 
and regional geopolitical 
environment, BRI acts as a 
ladder to attain much needed 
global peace and much 

desired economic prosperity by 
building the long-awaited and 
essentially vital communication 
infrastructure. Infrastructural 
development, as envisaged 
in BRI is equally needed by 
developed and developing world. 
However, BRI is taking extra care 
of developing world, especially 
the poor countries. 

US and China have 
agreed to finalize 
a trade deal which 

includes rolling 
back of a portion 

of the tariffs, which 
they have been 
placing on each 
other’s products

In today’s world, poverty, under-
development, and inequality are 
ostensibly intractable problems, 
eagerly waiting for sustained 
and durable resolutions. Indeed, 
economic development must 
precede for addressing the 
concerns of all those affected. 
As a mega-project, BRI is 
aiming to enable grounds for all 
countries to revamp, modernize 
and kick start their economies 
and provide job opportunities 
to their unemployed masses 
for shrinking the angsts in 
order to create an all-inclusive 
international society. This 
unexplored dimension of BRI 
would act as a potential source 
for reducing the growing trends 
of militancy and radicalization 
in the broader Eurasian region, 
the Middle East and Africa, 
otherwise considered to be the 
militancy hit areas.

In this way, BRI will be 
instrumental in bringing peace 
and cooperation among the 
communities from different 
regions of the world for achieving 
‘shared growth through discussion 
and collaboration’, the essence 
of President Xi Jinping’s vision. 
In last five years, a series of 
successful projects under BRI 
have created avenues for the 
socio-economic development of 
its member states. 

Although, we are looking at the 
brighter promising dimensions 
of BRI, there are substantial 
international challenges, 
confronting this gigantic global 
project as well. This mega-
venture is facing challenges in 
economic, political and above all 
the strategic spheres which are 
originating from susceptibilities 
of great powers, who are 
considering China as a potential 
threat and a peer competitor in 
the international politics. These 
challenges are acting as hurdles 
towards successful completion 
of BRI. All these challenges can 
be tackled gradually and through 
a comprehensive approach of an 
all-encompassing model. In this 
socio-economic developmental 
model, the underdeveloped states,  
must be taken on board while 
addressing their cultural, religious 
and nationalistic sentiments. In 
a nutshell, from the perspective 
of social constructivism, Belt 
and Road Initiative offers greater 
prospects for global peace and 
economic prosperity, therefore, 
let’s join hands for a peaceful 
and stable economic order which 
provides the opportunities for a 
win-win situation for all.

Perspective

The writer is a Professor of 
International Relations at 
International Islamic University, 
Islamabad.
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Prevailing for more 
than 5000 years, 
Chinese cuisine has 
mixed within Chinese 

people’s intelligence and life 
experiences, historic legacies, 
spiritual beliefs, traditional 
characteristics, and so much 
more. The Pakistani food palate 
has always had a fascination 
with continental food, whether 
it is Italian, Mediterranean 
or Middle Eastern cuisine. 
But the flavors of the oriental 
have always occupied a 
special place in the hearts of 
Pakistanis, just like special 
relationship the country has 
with the land of their origin 
(China). 

The most sought-after items 
are the golden brown chowmein 
noodles, which have been 
impeccably embraced by desi 
menus all over the country. With 
dishes ranging from poultry to 
meat to vegetables, Chinese 
dishes contain something for 
everyone.

Now to the exciting bit.

Pakistanis’ love for pakoras 
cannot be explained in words. 
Whether it is Ramazan, monsoon 
season, a lunch or a casual 
tea meeting, one cannot have 
enough ‘pakoras’. No matter how 
much attractiveness burgers, 
pizzas and other fast foods hold 
for the present generation, the 

love for pakoras will continue till 
the end of time. The balance of 
different spices and aromas are 
truly a reflection of the taste of 
not only Pakistani cuisine but 
Pakistan itself.

By adding a Chinese twist to the 
desi pakoras we all have grown 
up loving, these ‘Pakinese 
Pakoras’ as I call them are 
overflowing with flavor, and 
certainly a treat to devour. The 
aroma is completely unalike 
from the regular pakoras. And 
to top it all, the nutrition value 
of the ingredients is even better 
than the desi version.

So here is the recipe for 
Pakinese Pakoras.

By Arhama Siddiqa

Pakinese Pakoras 

Cuisine
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Cuisine

The writer tweets @arhama_siddiqa 
and maintains a food website                        
www.chakhoous.com.

Ingredients:
Capsicum – 1 (chopped)

Carrot – 1 (chopped)

Boiled chicken – ½ cup (shredded)

Onion – Quarter (chopped)

Corn flour – 1 ½ cup

Milk – as per requirement

Soya Sauce – 4 to 5 tsp

Chilli sauce – 3 tsp

Salt – to taste

Chicken powder – ½ tsp

Black pepper – ½ tsp

Egg – 1

1. Chop the carrot, capsicum and onion 
and sauté them in oil for two minutes.

2. Take out the vegetables in a bowl 
and add the corn flour and milk in such 
a way that it turns into batter. Add milk 
according to how thick you want the 
batter to be.

3. Add shredded chicken.

4. Add soya sauce, chili sauce, salt, 
pepper, and the chicken powder in the 
batter and blend the egg and add it into 
the batter. 

8. Heat the pan and drop the batter into 
the pan using a tablespoon. Fry for seven 
to eight minutes until they turn golden.

9. Serve them while they’re hot with 
some mint chutney or ketchup.

Enjoy!

Method:
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Ethical culture in business 
includes following 
some moral values in 
the business activities. 

Chinese are deeply swayed 
by the traditional Confucian 
values which defines the role 
of person within a community 
and also gives guidance about 
doing business which has 
significant impact on company or 
employees’ behavior. China is an 
enormously collectivist society 
where people prefer the interests 
of the group over their own 
interest. The emergence of China 

as one of the world’s largest 
economies is based on long 
history of economic struggle with 
continuous learning and adopting 
modern ways for improvement. 
In China ‘Shang de’ is official 
word for business ethics and 
observing it is considered as 
path to prosperity. While the 
people devoted to business 
are identified as ‘Ru Shang’ or 
‘Confucian Trader’. The roots of 
Shang de are based on ‘Guanxi’ 
and ‘Mianzi’ which are central to 
Chinese business life.  

Guanxi basically describes the 
nature, method and network of 
personal acquaintances, contacts 
and relationships made during 
business or employment. Guanxi 
develops on the basis of higher 
trust and brings many competitive 
advantages to the companies as 
they do business with relying on 
entrepreneurs on basis of Guanxi. 
Beginning of Guanxi, between 
two parties describes hope 
that both parties will get some 
benefits from the relationship 
with a key of deepened trust and 
mutual interest. It is that kind 

Chinese Business Ethics 
and CPEC

By Samra Naz

Analysis
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of business model or strategy 
which guarantees a long term 
relationship between companies, 
customers, employees and 
investors. It sometimes depends 
on geography or the nature of 
the industry and trade. Guanxi 
in China can be observed at 
three levels: first, personal 
(between distributor and 
customer), second, corporate 
(between business groups) 
and third governmental level 
(between foreign firms and local 
corporations) on basis of mutual 
profits. The mandatory Chinese 
rituals for making Guanxi are 
based on tools like reciprocity, 
exchange of gifts and joint 
meals according to culture and 
geography. According to Chinese 
customs if one is in Guanxi 
relationship he/she must agree to 
fulfill his/her obligations in form 
of social exchanges and favors 
which increases the depth of their 
relationship.

In China ‘Shang de’ is 
official word for business 

ethics and observing it 
is considered as path 
to prosperity. While 

the people devoted to 
business are identified as 
‘Ru Shang’ or ‘Confucian 

Trader’. The roots of 
Shang de are based on 
‘Guanxi’ and ‘Mianzi’ 
which are central to 
Chinese business life

In this respect, it is a resource 
and one should remain sensitive 
about it so it could not be 
shattered and demands to 
complete one’s responsibility 
are taken very seriously, 
because failure to reciprocate 
could be correspondent to not 
giving a monetary obligation. 
For instance, if someone 
cannot carry out specific task in 
Guanxi relationship, one must 
compensate in another way like 
sending a gift to make other 
realize about your regret of not 

helping and also for convincing 
that you want to keep the 
relationship alive. Additionally, if 
someone demonstrates unworthy 
actions in such relationship, 
he/she will smudge his/her 
company’s reputation. So many 
Chinese remain hesitant to begin 
Guanxi with someone they do 
not know. In brief, it’s a kind of 
compromising association like 
any other strong relation from 
which it is difficult to withdraw 
and one remains accountable 
for it. 

On the other hand, Mianzi is 
another Chinese business ethic 
and a kind of social status that 
is highly cherished by Chinese 
in daily matters. It refers to 
maintenance of the pride and 
self-respect of others. It is 
the kind of rank that has been 
consciously achieved by showing 
morality in Confucian Society. In 
order to reach this kind of status, 
one is depending on the social 
settings and needs recognition 
and affirmation from other people 
to have high morals. In this 
regard, Lian is the term used for 
social respect given by a group 
to a person with high morality. 
A person entitled to have Lian 
would try to do proper things and 
will keep moral values of social 
behavior and honesty in all kinds 
of difficulties and will preserve 
public trust in the individual’s 
morality. Lian also acts as 
a social constraint and self-
restriction for sustaining moral 
standards. 

Moreover, in case of China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) these Chinese ethics 
can play a significant role in 
developing durable Chinese 
business relationships with 
Pakistani counterparts who also 

follow the Pakistani business 
ethics based on Islamic and 
social values.

As Pakistani business ethics 
culture is based on moral values 
like responsibility, honesty, 
respect, integrity, fairness, trust, 
openness and transparency. 
Many of such values are 
identical to Chinese business 
ethics of Mianzi and the attitude 
about social networking in 
Pakistan is somehow similar to 
Guanxi.

Mianzi is another 
Chinese business ethic 

and a kind of social 
status that is highly 

cherished by Chinese in 
daily matters. It refers 
to maintenance of the 
pride and self-respect 
of others. It is the kind 
of rank that has been 
consciously achieved 

by showing morality in 
Confucian Society

In case of China -Pakistan 
Guanxi relationship, there 
are many instances which 
show it and we see it almost 
at   all levels; may it be 
personal, corporate and 
government, due to historical 
all-weather and time-tested 
friendship between China and 
Pakistan. Furthermore, the 
Guanxi association can help 
in expanding business and 
employment opportunities for 
both Chinese and Pakistanis in 
CPEC project and will increase 
people to people contacts. 
Consequently, following or 
practicing these business ethics 
will enable us to make more 
reliable code of conducts for 
business contracts and that will 
raise mutual trust, reverence 
and profits for both sides.

The writer is a PhD scholar and a 
visiting faculty member at Quaid-i-
Azam University Islamabad.
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By Mizna NasirMirroring the Chinese 

Model of Development

China today is a picture 
of high rise buildings, 
penetrating into the 
clouds. The people 

are equipped with smartphone 
which, with a single scan of the 
seller’s QR code, can help them 
pay for a bag full of potatoes even 
at any local village market. There 
has been an explosion of public 
transport with a huge mesh of 
Metros within city and even inter-
city networks of railway. 

This, however, was not how 
the huge country looked like 
about five decades back. The 
skyscrapers have replaced farms, 
fishing villages and markets. 
The myth of owning a credit card 
was to be addressed by long 
queues outside the bank. China, 
the giant in isolation, was facing 
several issues such as a high 
rate of population growth which 

impaired its performance in per 
capita terms. The country had 
limited development of industry and 
modern sector. In the year 1978, 
the exports and imports of the 
country accounted for only 9.7% of 
GDP. The Cultural Revolution and 
‘The Great Leap Forward’ had been 
an abysmal failure, the harrowing 
economic failures were at large and 
it was surrounded by ‘Four Tigers’ 
in Asia who were developing 
economically. Enveloped by such 
circumstances, reforms in China 
were inevitable, and these reforms 
came in the form of a person: Deng 
Xiaoping. 

As China began its journey on its 
road to high end development, the 
premiers of the country continued 
to pitch in. Even today, Xi Jinping 
has come up with measures and 
reforms to curtail the prevailing 
issues in China. Initiatives like 
‘Made in China 2025’ and ‘Belt and 
Road Initiative’ have subdued the 

long prevalent dominance of the 
West. In its journey of becoming 
a Super Power, China has been 
benevolent to developing nations 
such as Pakistan. As the former 
Chief Minister Punjab quoted, 
‘Pakistan-China friendship is 
higher than Himalayas, deeper 
than ocean, sweeter than honey, 
and stronger than steel.’

 Development brought in 
Pakistan via the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor is just another 
example of the cordial Pakistan-
China relationship. As the PTI 
government took control of office, 
Imran Khan seemed nothing but 
keen to address the basic issues 
of the country which include 
poverty, corruption, unemployment 
and population boom. On more 
than one occasions PM Imran 
Khan has expressed his penchant 
for the reforms brought in China 
to combat these issues and rise 
as an economic and technological 
hegemon of Asia. The question is, 
what can we learn from China?

View point
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If the state is adamant to alleviate 
its economic position, then first 
it must dig into the lower tier 
and uplift the socio-economic 
conditions to eliminate poverty 
from its roots. China promoted 
socio-economic growth in the poor 
regions of the country. It began 
the process with initial registration 
of the poor population. This 
was aimed to know the figures 
and regions which had to be 
restructured to eradicate poverty. 
The government commenced a 
‘five batch’ policy via industrial 
development, relocation, eco-
compensation, education and 
social security. Pakistan can 
replicate these measures for its 
lower tiers.

In Pakistan, 24% 
people live under 
the poverty line 
which is highly 

prevalent in 
the rural sector 
and needs to 

be addressed in 
order to ensure 
sound economic 

development in the 
country

Moreover, the strengthening of 
seven institutional systems of 
accountability system, investment 
system, policy system, assistance 
system, social mobilization 
of forces, supervision system 
and assessment system was a 
major step to take 82.39 million 
rural people, 80 per cent of 
impoverished villages and over 
half of impoverished counties 
out of poverty. In Pakistan, 24% 
people live under the poverty 
line which is highly prevalent in 
the rural sector and needs to be 
addressed in order to ensure 
sound economic development 
in the country. Another gigantic 
issue which hampered progress in 
China was its booming population. 

Today, Pakistan encounters the 
same problem where its population 
is increasing exponentially. China 
catered this magnanimous problem 
by introducing the one child per 
family policy, birth control programs 
and offering economic incentives 
to families with fewer children. 
Although various governments in 
Pakistan have tried to mitigate the 
population boom, but failed owing 
to religious and societal pressures. 
However, the step to offer economic 
incentives for fewer children will 
help curtail this explosion especially 
in poverty ridden areas. 

Along with poverty and population, 
another issue entangled with this is 
unemployment which was nagging 
China in the past. Pakistan has 
been subjected to unemployment 
too. In order to cater this issue, the 
state can take a leaf out of China’s 
book of reforms and register the 
unemployed citizens and their 
details for better scrutiny. Training 
facilities, capacity building ought 
to be made a priority as was 
implemented in China. In China, 
local governments convince 
enterprises to provide internships to 
graduates and the governments give 
small living allowance to the interns. 
Later on, the same enterprises often 
offer jobs to the interns as per their 
capacity. This, so far, has remained 
effective in reducing unemployment 
in China and surely Pakistan can 
learn from it.

The PTI government has a clear 
stance since its inception. It was 
driving an anti-corruption vendetta 
against corrupt politicians and 
officials. According to Corruption 
Perception Index, China’s score in 
2014 was 36, which has improved 
gradually and reached a score of 39 
in 2018. Though the improvement 
is gradual, but Xi Jinping’s stance 
against corruption is similar to what 
Imran Khan aspires to do. Hence, 

the basic measures and campaigns 
can be mirrored in Pakistan as 
well. 

On more than 
one occasions 

PM Imran Khan 
has expressed his 
penchant for the 
reforms brought 

in China to combat 
these issues and 

rise as an economic 
and technological 
hegemon of Asia. 
The question is, 

what can we learn 
from China?

Jinping’s crackdown against ‘tigers 
and flies’ alike left no person 
too sacred to be convicted or 
investigated. More than 100,000 
people have been indicted for 
corruption in China in the recent 
years. In this regard, the two 
countries can work together 
along the lines of the agreement 
signed between Beijing and 
Islamabad to facilitate the National 
Bureau of Corruption Prevention 
to combat corruption in CPEC 
projects. Moreover, the Xi Jinping 
government started Operation Fox 
Hunt (2014) and Operation Skynet 
(2015) to locate and repatriate 
corrupt officials and criminals who 
fled overseas. This is a common 
woe of Pakistan today and can be 
curtailed on similar grounds. 

Hence, China Pakistan relations 
should not be confined to economic 
and military projects, but collective 
reforms and policy making may 
help bring paradigm shift. China 
provides a success model to 
follow. 

View point

The writer is a freelance columnist 
and a student in Bahauddin Zakariya 
University Multan.
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View point

Pakistan has seen the worst power 
shortages in the last few years. This 
shortfall has not only seriously hampered 
the industrial goings-on in the country but 

has also affected domestic activities, thus increasing 
the sufferings of common people. Therefore, a need 
was felt to start tackling the power issue immediately 
under CPEC. Consequently, work on a number of 
coal power plants including, 1320MW at Sahiwal, 
1320MW at Port Qasim, 300MW at Gwadar, 
1320MW at Hub and up to 6000 MW planned 
installation of coal-fired power plants at Thar Block-II 
using local coal, was started. Sahiwal Power Plant is 
the first and one of the biggest and advanced coal-
fired power plants in operation which stands out in 
CPEC ‘Early Harvest ‘projects.  

Although certain renewable (hydro, wind and solar) 
energy projects are planned under CPEC but still 
bulk of energy (69%), is planned to be produced 
by coal. There may be arguments against the use 
of coal due to its adverse impacts on environment, 
but the fact remains that bulk of global electricity 
generation (above 40%) still uses coal. Such high 
contribution of coal in world energy mix is due to a 
number of significant reasons. 

Coal is low-cost and easily available. Coal power 
is highly reliable, stable and can operate with full 
capacity throughout the year. Construction cycle of 

coal power plant is also much shorter (24 to 36 months), 
which can help to resolve Pakistan’s power crisis within 
a short period of time.

Before the recent commissioning of coal power plants 
under CPEC, there was hardly any contribution of coal in 
the production of electricity and even with all CPEC coal 
power plants fully operational, coal will still contribute 
a small amount of Pakistan’s energy mix and remains 
much lower than the global average. 

Sahiwal coal power plant is located at Qadirabad, 18km 
northeast of Sahiwal city and 160km southwest of 
Lahore. This location is the power hub of the country, 
situated at the load centre of Pakistan, as it is almost 
equidistant from Lahore, Faisalabad and Multan. An 
existing 500 kV national transmission line was already 

Sahiwal Coal-Fired 
Power Plant

By Dr. Abdul Rauf 
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available to connect the power plant with the grid. 
This helps the supply of generated power efficiently 
into the grid system to maintain its grid voltage 
and reduce line losses. The site is adjacent to 
the main railway line ML-1 and the N5 highway, 
which provides convenient transportation. Coal 
transportation is through Pakistan railways, Yousaf 
Wala Railway Station is just 4.5 KM away and a new 
railway track had to be laid inside the power plant. 
Lower Bari Doab Canal (LBDC), that flows adjacent 
to the plant, is a source of Cooling Water & Feed 
Water for the power plant.

Total investment on this project is US$1.8 billion 
by the consortium of Huaneng Shandong Power 
Generation Company Ltd and Shandong Ruyi 
Group, with former holding 51% of shares and is 
also responsible for running the plant operations and 
maintenance. Sahiwal Power Plant is equipped with 
2×660MW supercritical coal-fired steam generators 
operating at around 570°C, with annual power output 
of 9 billion kWh. The construction of the plant was 
completed in 22 months and 8 days, which was 200 
days ahead of schedule. The two units were put into 
operation on 24 May and 8 June 2017 respectively 
and the plant started commercial operation on 28 
Oct 2017.

There may be arguments against the 
use of coal due to its adverse impacts 
on environment, but the fact remains 

that bulk of global electricity generation 
(above 40%) still uses coal

Coal is currently imported from Indonesia and 
South Africa which is of much superior quality 
(high calorific value and less sulphur) as compared 
to local coal. This coal is imported by sea to Port 
Qasim from where it is transported to site by the 
Pakistan Railways Freight Transportation Company 
(PRFTC). Pakistan Railways is earning quite 
handsome revenue by running four to five special 
trains per day with each train transporting 2400 tons’ 
coal (60 wagons and each wagon carrying 40 tons).

The plant is following strict environmental 
standards and management systems and various 
environmental protection control measures 
are in place. Continuous Emission Monitoring 

System (CEMS) 
for monitoring 
Particulate Matter 
(PM), SOx, NOx, 
CO and Mercury 
has been set up.

The plant is 
continuously 
monitored 
(including air, 
water and soil) 
by environment 
monitoring 
agencies including 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
of Punjab. Electrostatic 
precipitators (ESP) and flue gas desulphurisation 
(FGD) are employed to remove particulate matter 
(PM) including fly ash and SOx respectively from the 
flue gas.

Plant boilers also employ low NOx burners. Thus 
in accordance with the international environmental 
quality standards, the flue gas released into air is well 
within limits of SOx, NOx and PM. The plant also has 
its own waste water treatment facility which recycles 
waste water to water plants. There is a need to 
continuously monitor the impact of plant operations on 
environment including air, water and soil. 

The power plant also offers employment opportunities 
to local people. During the construction phase, more 
than 3,000 local staff were hired, whereas at present 
about half of the employees are Pakistanis and 
proportion of Pakistani employees is increasing. So 
far 171 Pakistani engineers have received technical 
training from China.  

The power plant management company signed 
Corporate Social Responsibility Agreement and 
Technical Training Agreement with Government of 
Punjab. Under this agreement about 200 million 
PKR per annum are donated to Punjab for social 
welfare, including medical aid and clean drinking 
water programs for local communities. The company 
has also invested more than 500 million PKR to 
build a technical training school and is providing free 
language and technical training for local communities 
with expenses of 200 million Rupees per annum. 
For this skill building training, the participants are 
provided free food and accommodation at the power 
plant.

View point

The writer holds PhD in Telecom 
Engineering from University of 
Sheffield, UK and is a faculty member 
at NUST.
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Report: Roundtable 
‘Pakistan-China think-

tank dialogue’ 

China-Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC), at 
Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad 
(ISSI), hosted a roundtable discussion 
on November 21, 2019 between Pakistan 

focused study centres in China and China focused 
study centres in Pakistan. The purpose of the 
discussion was to generate ideas and avenues 
for collaboration. Participants included: Professor 
Du Youkang; Dr. Zahid Anwar; Dr. Samina Sabir; 
Professor Sun Hongqi; Dr. Khalid Manzoor Butt; 
Professor Song Zhihui; Mr. Shakeel Ramay, Prof. 
Ye Hailin; Ms. Li Qingyan, Mr. Wang Shida; Mr. Liu 
Zongyi; Mr. Zhang Jiadong; Mr. Xu Jianying and Dr. 
Fazul-ur-Rehman.     

Director General ISSI, Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad 
Chaudhry opened the discussion with presenting 
his five-point formula to carry the dialogue forward: 
jointly studying the global dynamics impacting the 

region and Belt and Road Initiative (BRI); focusing 
on North-South connectivity; Infrastructure and 
energy; industrialization; and socio-economic 
development. He added that this discussion is a 
unique undertaking and appreciated the commitment 
shown by scholars on both sides of the border.  He 
also emphasized the need of benefitting from each 
other. 

By Ali Haider Saleem
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Before sharing their ideas, the participants 
highlighted the work done by their respective 
institutes in facilitating China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) related activities and strengthening 
Pakistan-China friendship. 

Director CPSC, Dr. Talat Shabbir moved the 
discussion forward emphasizing that we need to 
implement the recommendations and work done in 
the previous think-tank dialogues. While moderating 
the session, he raised many constructive points 
such as jointly holding interactive events on regular 
basis for perception management and executing the 
projects of BRI successfully.  

Dr. Mirwais Kasi stressed that the study centres 
should broaden should broaden their scope and 
greater participation of students and scholars from 
Balochistan must be ensured at such academic 
exchanges. 

Dr. Fazal-ur-Rehman highlighted the lack of 
awareness about China amoungst the youth in 
Pakistan. He posited that educating the youth about 
the importance of Pakistan-China relationship 
should be a top priority.

Dr. Khalid Manzoor Butt shared his disappointment 
at the fact that policy makers ignore inputs from 

Report

academicians in Pakistan. He stated that 
research is crucial for formulating conducive 
policies and therefore, bridging the gap between 
practitioners and those in the academic circles is 
necessary.

Mr. Shakeel Raamay said that purposeful 
research must be conducted with the aim of 
facilitating business community and investors. He 
argued that participation of independent voices in 
such dialogues will help in changing perceptions. 

Mr Xu Jianying stated that the development of 
areas near the border on both sides should be 
prioritized as this will stimulate work on other 
CPEC projects. He added that research on those 
areas must also be enhanced. 

Mr. Liu Zongyi suggested that political harmony 
and continuation of economic development 
plans should be ensured in Pakistan. Moreover, 
Pakistan should focus on its advantages and 
build upon them.  

There was consensus among the participants, 
both Chinese and Pakistani, now is the time 
to shift the gear to actual work on the ground. 
They emphasized on conducting joint research 
and providing pragmatic policy input to the 
governments. Enhancing the skills of domestic 
labor force, capacity-building and developing a 
culture of research and scholarly discussions 
among the two countries was also underlined.  

Concluding the discussion, Dr. Talat Shabbir 
thanked the participants for sharing their 
constructive ideas on matters of mutual interest. 
He stated that the joint efforts and collaborations 
between Pakistani and Chinese scholars will 
benefit both the countries.   
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Opinion

China-Pakistan 
Libraries Association

By Abid Hussain

China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is a flagship 
project of BRI and 

a framework for regional 
connectivity. After the visit of his 
excellency President Xi Jinping 
to Pakistan in April 2015, the 
two sides have set up the 1+4 
cooperation mode, namely 
prioritizing, energy, transport, 
infrastructure and industrial 
cooperation, which has opened 
a new chapter for the CPEC 
construction. The total cost of 
this mega-venture, CPEC is 62 
billion dollar which covers all 
projects.

CPEC will be more fruitful, if 

some educational segments were 
brought under consideration 
because today’s economy is 
viewed as a knowledge based-
economy. In any global agenda, 
education is considered to be 
an indispensable element. Many 
projects in education under China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor have 
already been undertaken, like 
CPEC Study Centres in academia 
and study centres at different 
think tanks, etc. Numerous 
scholarships for higher studies 
have already been created under 
the CPEC umbrella, exchange 
of educational experts from both 
sides is also going on. But no 
encouraging steps have yet been 
taken in library and publication 

exchange programmes. 
Pakistan is facing numerous 
challenges like political, 
cultural, socioeconomic, ethnic-
based, etc. But, development 
of Education sector is one of 
the biggest challenges for our 
country. It is said that if 140 
Million of our youth are not 
educated properly, it will create 
chaos, disarray, discontent and 
ultimately unemployment in the 
country in the coming few years.

Maslow’s Hierarchy theory 
represents that basic needs 
of people in any country are 
education, health and jobs. The 
Chinese government model 
has addressed such issues and 
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overcome these challenges.  
Pakistani government is lagging 
behind and is unable to pay full 
attention to these challenging 
issues 

China, as all-weather friend of 
Pakistan, has always supported 
Pakistan in challenges which it 
faces. According to the Chinese 
ministry of education, China was 
the most popular destination for 
international students in Asia: 
year 2018, having attracted 
489,200 foreign students. 
Pakistan was among the top 
three countries for outbound 
students to China. According to 
official figures from Pakistan, in 
terms of education, it is claimed 
that approximately 25,000 
Pakistani students are currently 
studying in China, one-third 
of whom are on scholarships 
offered by the Chinese 
government.

 CPEC, in the educational 
spectrum, has paved the way 
for the youth of Pakistan to 
some extent. However, proper 
attention needs to be given to 
educational sector in order to 
make Pakistan a leading nation 
in terms of education.

Libraries and Publications 
Exchange programmes are 
interconnecting people across 
the globe. Since China launched 
an economic reform and opened 
itself to the world in 1979, 
Chinese academic libraries 
have made great strides towards 
modernization. Three major 
areas have attained impressive 
changes: space, collection, and 
technology.

China has a prestigious library 
setup and is becoming a 
hub of first-hand knowledge. 
The National Library of 
China founded by the Qing 
Government in 1909 at Beijing 
is one of the largest libraries in 
China and Asia and third-largest 

national library in the world. The 
library holds largest collection of 
Chinese literature and historical 
documents. It is said that this 
library has more than 32 million 
volume of books.

On the other side, National 
Library of Pakistan is the largest 
repository library of our country 
situated in Islamabad.  It has 
more than 300,000 books and 
other material and is one of 
the finest libraries in Pakistan. 
Coming to other libraries in 
Pakistan, sadly they are not in 
best of conditions and are facing 
so many challenges, such as lack 
of proper finance, proper attention 
of higher authorities, lack of 
professional staff and scarcity of 
modern furniture and IT tools.

China Pakistan 
Economic corridor 

should fully 
cooperate in 

educational uplift 
of Pakistan. 

Libraries and library 
staff should also be 
given opportunities 
to share ideas and 

experiences

China Pakistan Economic 
corridor should fully cooperate 
in educational uplift of Pakistan. 
Libraries and library staff should 
also be given opportunities to 
share and care for the people of 
both republics. Apart from this, 
Chinese librarians should be 
given a chance to visit Pakistan 
and to see the condition of 
libraries. Similarly, Pakistani 
librarians should also be granted 
a chance for short programmes 
held in China. Resources sharing 

and resource development of 
both countries can be initiated 
under CPEC. As several American 
Lincoln centres have been 
established in Pakistani libraries 
at University level. China and 
Pakistan should set up specific 
corners in many academic and 
research libraries under the CPEC 
project and should assign them 
tentative names. Pakistan Library 
Association is the largest library 
association across the country and 
is representing status of libraries in 
Pakistan around the world. 

What I propose is that China 
Library Association should also 
be involved with our Libraries’ 
Association and a memorandum of 
Understanding should be signed.  
One such association is CALA: 
Chinese American Librarians 
Association.  Another thing I 
would like to suggest is that a new 
association under China Pakistan 
Library Association (CPLA) may 
be established and representatives 
from both countries can be 
involved to connect and cooperate 
in resources and services for the 
betterment of library services.

It is also suggested, that Chinese 
Government may establish a state 
of the art library in each centre at 
different universities and think-
tanks across the country and 
qualified staff may be hired to 
deliver services to its researchers 
working for the betterment of 
CPEC causes. I am optimistic 
that such initiatives will promote 
a chain of confidence-building 
measurement between China 
and Pakistan. Such activities 
will connect people of China and 
Pakistan to help them to know 
about the culture, traditions, norms 
and values of both countries.

The writer is Library Officer at 
the Institute of Strategic Studies 
Islamabad.
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Training Program: Sharing China‘s Development 
Experience under the Belt and Road Initiative

A three-week training program was held 
in Beijing from October 16 to November 
5, 2019. This program was jointly 
organized by the International Hong 

Kong and Macau Training Centers of the National 
Academy of Governance and the Advanced 
Training Center of the State Grid Corporation 
of China. The participants were government 
officials from sixteen countries of Belt and Road 
Initiative and few others from Asia. The countries, 
which were represented by the officials included, 
Republic of Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, Dominica, 
Egypt, Panama, Suriname, Syria, East Timor, 
Laos, Mongolia, Malaysia, Tajikistan, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.  

This program was part of China’s central 
government’s vision to share China’s development 
experience with countries along the Belt and 
Road.  The aim of this training program was 
to help the participants to fully understand 
all areas of Chinese social life, understand 
Chinese government’s governing philosophy 
and management practices, learn about China’s 
peaceful development strategy and successful 
experience of  the reforms and opening up, and 

understand what China has done to promote the 
‘Belt and Road’ to build a community of shared 
future for mankind. The seminar not only covered 
rich and diverse courses for the delegates, but also 
organized visits to various sites. 

While speaking at the opening ceremony of the 
seminar, Ni Jixiang, Director of the State Grid 
High Education Center, said that ‘China and 
Asian countries and the countries along the’ 
Belt and Road ‘have a long history. Especially 
since the beginning of the new century, China’s 
cooperation with other countries in various fields 
has progressed smoothly and is fruitful. We face 
many similar challenges and opportunities on the 
road to reform and development. There are also 
many experiences and practices that are worth 
learning from each other. I hope that through such 
seminars, we can achieve the purpose of mutual 
exchanges, expanding understanding, sharing 
experiences, and enhancing friendship’. 

In the span of three weeks, the organizers had 
arranged a number of lectures by distinguished 
professors and diplomats. The participants had the 
opportunity to sit in a cozy academic environment 

By   Neelum Nigar
        Dr. Samina Sabir
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to learn about various aspects of China, which 
mostly covered issues related to politics, economy 
and governance. The most significant part of 
these class room discussions was the insightful 
interactive sessions, which were held in a more 
candid and open environment, contrary to much of 
the perceptions, which the participants had. The 
professors responded to each and every query 
that the participants had, although some of the 
questions were extremely tough and were related 
to national strategic policies, however, they were 
responded to in detailed and reasonable manner 
and much to the satisfaction of the participants. 
Furthermore, the participants were also moved 
by the professional coordination and facilitation 
extended by the organizers throughout the 
program. 

Besides the class room activities, another 
important aspect of this training program were 
the visits to various historical, cultural and other 
major economic centers of China. Notable of 
these site visits was the early morning stopover 
to the Great Wall of China, when it was all windy 
and the participants had just landed a night 
before in Beijing. The organizers chose this site 
to acclimatize the participants, since the rest of 
weeks were all scheduled for more site visits. 
Besides, the visits to   National Electric Power 
Dispatching Control Center and UHV DC test 
base were enlightening experiences for all the 

participants. The visits to Yiwu city and Shanghai 
were also memorable; Yiwu, located in central 
Zhejiang province near the central eastern coast 
of China, is famous for its small commodity 
trade and vibrant market and as a regional 
tourist destination.  Similarly, in Shanghai, the 
participants were also taken to Shanghai Data 
Exchange Centre, which is a huge platform 
for trade data such as personal credit records 
and consumer information.  While briefing the 
participants about the center, the Chief Executive 
of the center said ‘this centre is part of the city’s 
efforts to stay ahead of others at the forefront 
of technological innovation in China, it aims to 
account for one-third of national data trading 
volume by 2020 while helping the city draw more 
promising technology businesses’.  These visits 
provided an opportunity to closely observe how 
China has emerged as an economic power owing 
to renewables energy development, industrial 
development, infrastructure development, and 
artificial intelligence.

This program also provided an opportunity to the 
participants to discuss the issues confronting their 
respective countries, governance and economic 
issues and what each country expects to achieve 
after being part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 
Moreover, it also helped in building cross-cultural 
friendship with enriching experiences for each and 
every participant at the program.   

Report
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Analysis

China’s Energy Efficiency Program:
A commendable policy instrument for emerging economies 

China made considerable success in 
energy efficiency before 2002, indicated 
by a substantial diminution in industrial 
energy intensity from 1981 to 2002, prior to 

entering a new era of outstanding economic growth. 
Energy intensity, which refers to energy consumption 
per unit of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), gradually 
increased from 2003 to 2005, during the new phase 
of economic growth, due to a rapid increase in 
domestic demand for energy intensive commodities 
like steel and cement for buildings and infrastructure 
construction. 

The Chinese government recognized the 
repercussions of rapid growth in energy demand 
on the economic growth itself as well as on the 
environment. Accordingly, the National Development 
and Reform Commission (NDRC) passed the 
Medium and Long Term Energy Conservation 
Plan in 2004 to assure a sustainable growth. The 
plan unveiled some imperative policy measures 
and initiatives such as the Ten Key Energy-Saving 

Projects which were incorporated into China’s 11th Five 
Year Plan (FYP). In 2005, the Chinese government set 
an ambitious goal for energy efficiency improvement 
in the 11th FYP. A mandatory target was set to reduce 
energy intensity by 20% in five years from 2005. Based 
on actual energy consumption of 2005, target implied 
total energy savings of 645 Mtce (19 EJ).

Figure 1 China’s GDP Growth Rate

By Saqib Sajjad
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One of the key policy instruments introduced by 
China for realizing the energy efficiency target was 
Top-1000 Enterprises Energy Efficiency Program 
(Top-1000 Program), aiming industrial energy 
efficiency improvement by targeting China’s 1000 
largest energy consuming enterprises (referred as 
Top-1000 Enterprises). These enterprises accounted 
for almost half of total industrial energy consumption 
and one-third of total energy consumption in 
China. Large-scale enterprises with a minimum 
of 180,000 tce (5.3 PJ) energy consumption in 
2004 were included in the Top-1000 Program. 
Total 1008 enterprises were selected from nine 
major energy intensive industries: iron and steel, 
petroleum and petrochemicals, chemicals, electric 
power generation, non-ferrous metals, coal mining, 
construction materials, textiles, and pulp/ paper. 
These enterprises consumed around 670 Mtce (19.6 
EJ) energy in 2004. The Top-1000 Program was 
formally launched in April 2006. 

One of the key policy instruments 
introduced by China for realizing the 

energy efficiency target was Top-1000 
Enterprises Energy Efficiency Program 
(Top-1000 Program), aiming industrial 

energy efficiency improvement by 
targeting China’s 1000 largest energy 

consuming enterprises (referred as Top-
1000 Enterprises)

A number of departments and entities at national, 
provincial and local government levels actively 
participated in execution of the Top-1000 program, 
making it one of the most dynamic energy efficiency 
improvement policy instruments of all times. The 
Department  of  Resource  Conservation  and  
Environmental Protection  of NDRC which is China’s  
macro-economic  management  agency  under  
the  State Council to promote energy savings, the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) which manages 
statistical information, the State-owned Assets 
Supervision and  Administration  Commission  which  
manages  major  state-owned  enterprises,  the 
Office  of  National  Energy  Leading  Group,  and  
the  General  Administration  of  Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine participated at the central 
government level, whereas, Provincial Development 
& Reform Commissions (DRC) and Economic & 
Trade Commissions (ETC) supported at provincial 
government level.

The national government established the guiding 
principles and objectives of the program and also 

published the list of the Top-1000 enterprises, whereas, 
provincial and local government agencies collaborated 
with related enterprises to lead and implement the Top-
1000 program. The local authorities promoted target-
setting mechanisms, monitored the enterprises through 
audits, and encouraged enterprises to meet energy 
saving targets ahead of schedule.

The Top-1000 Program implementation plan provided 
direction and guidance to the enterprises and primarily 
aimed three objectives. First to reduce energy 
consumption per unit of production (energy intensity) 
by the enterprises to the level of advanced domestic 
production, second to attain international or industry 
advanced levels of energy intensity by some enterprises 
and third to realize minimum savings of 100 Mtce 
(2.93 EJ) from the expected 2010 energy consumption 
of these Top-1000 enterprises. All 1008 enterprises 
included in the Top-1000 Program signed energy 
conservation agreements with local governments and 
pledged to reach energy saving target in the stipulated 
time.

The Top-1000 Program achieved much higher energy 
savings than the original target. In 2009, NDRC 
reported energy savings of 106.2 Mtce (3.11 EJ) by 
2008 indicating realization of initial target of 100 Mtce 
(2.93 EJ) well in advance. Subsequently, in 2011, NDRC 
announced total energy savings of 150 Mtce (4.40 EJ) 
by 2010. The magnitude of success can be gauged 
from the fact that the energy savings realized by China’s 
Top-1000 Enterprises Energy Efficiency Program were 
more than the total energy consumption of Pakistan in 
Year 2010. Not just the Top-1000 program goal, China 
also closely accomplished the challenging target of 
20% improvement set in the 11th FYP. China’s energy 
intensity drastically reduced by 19.1% from 2006 to 2010 
reflecting energy savings of more than 600 Mtce (17.6 
EJ). 

Pakistan and other emerging economies have to 
inevitably face intense energy demand in the trajectory 
of economic growth. Implementing the key policy 
instruments and initiatives executed by China, during 
peak of its economic growth, have immense potential 
to considerably reduce the energy consumption, 
as evident from China’s success stories of energy 
efficiency improvement. Policy instruments like Top-
1000 Program are vital for emerging economies with 
net energy imports, and shall be deemed essential 
to reduce burden on national exchequer and improve 
energy security.

Author is Energy Management 
Expert at a National Oil 
Company in the Middle East
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Institute of strategic 
Studies Islamabad 
hosts an In-House 
Meeting with a 
3-member delegation 
from the International 
Department of the 
Central Committee of 
the Communist Party 
of China (IDCPC). 
The delegation is 
headed by Mr. Hu 
Xiaodong, Deputy 
Director of Bureau I, 
IDCPC- November 6, 
2019

Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad 
organizes a Public 
Talk titled, ‘How 
Pakistan and the US 
Can Provide a Plan 
B for Afghanistan’.  
The Guest Speaker 
at the occasion is Dr. 
Marvin Weinbaum, 
Director, Afghanistan 
& Pakistan Studies, 
Middle East Institute, 
Washington D.C- 
November 12, 2019

Mr. Malik Qasim Mustafa, Director Arms Control and Disarmament Centre at ISSI represents 

Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad at the ‘International Symposium on Non-Proliferation & 

Export Control’. The seminar is organised by China Arms Control & Disarmament Association 

(CACDA) and Beijing Society of Astronautics (BSA)- November 13-15 2019

Photo Gallery
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China Pakistan 
Study Centre at the 
Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad 
in collaboration 
with PowerChina 
organizes a Two-
day International 
Conference at the 
Institute titled, ‘Belt 
and Road Initiative 
in Changing 
Regional Dynamics’

China Pakistan 
Study Centre at 
ISSI organises 
the 1st Pakistan-
China Think Tank 
Dialogue at the 
Institute. The format 
of the dialogue 
is a roundtable 
discussion. The 
discussion is 
being attended 
by members of 
renowned think 
tanks of Pakistan 
and China-
November 21, 2019

Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad 
hosts a Public Talk 
at its premises titled, 
‘Climate Change: 
Energy Strategies 
for Mitigation’. 
The honourable 
Ambassador Shafqat 
Kakakhel Chairman 
BOG SDPI, Ex-UN 
Asst. Sec. Gen. 
(UNEP) is the Key-
note Speaker-Nov. 
26, 2019

Photo Gallery

43 



Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad 
(ISSI) hosts the 8th 
Tuesday Dialogue 
under Chatham 
House rules at its 
premises to discuss 
‘Whether India is 
assuming a security 
role in the Gulf 
and what policy 
options are there 
for Pakistan in this 
regard’-November 
26, 2019

Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad 
organises a 
Public Talk titled, 
‘Pakistan & the 
UN: Challenges 
and Opportunities 
of Multilateralism’. 
The talk is 
delivered by 
Dr. Maleeha 
Lodhi, Former 
Ambassador of 
Pakistan to the 
UN, US & UK- 
December 4, 2019

Photo Gallery

Institute of 
Strategic 
Studies 
Islamabad hosts 
a 2-Member 
team from The 
Economist led 
by Mr. Dominic 
Ziegler, Asia 
Correspondent-
December 12, 
2019
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China Pakistan 
Study Centre 
at ISSI hosts 
an In-House 
Meeting with 
8-member 
delegation 
from Sichuan 
University led 
by Professor 
Yan Shijing, 
Vice-President 
of Sichuan 
University-
December 13, 
2019

ISSI hosts a 
round-table with 
a 4-Member 
delegation from 
Canada. The 
delegation includes 
Mr. Zafar Bangash, 
Mr. Jonathan 
Kuttab, Int‘l Human 
Rights Lawyer; Ms. 
Karen Rodman, 
Founder & ED, Just 
Peace Advocates 
and Ms. Michaela 
Lavis, a student 
working on Kashmir- 
December 13, 2019

Photo Gallery
Director General ISSI 
, Ambassador Aizaz 
Ahmad Chaudhry 
and Professor Sun 
Shihai signing a  
Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
between Institute of 
Strategic Studies 
Islamabad (ISSI) 
and China Center 
for South Asian 
Studies (CCSAS) on 
cooperation between 
the institute and the 
center- December 13, 
2019
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Pakistan confers civil awards on Chinese 
dignitaries in Beijing
Four Chinese dignitaries were awarded civil awards of Pakistan, in 
recognition for their services towards the country at a ceremony held 
at the Embassy of Pakistan in Beijing. Xu Shaoshi who served as the 
Chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) 
of the People’s Republic of China from 2013 to 2017 was awarded Hilal-e-
Pakistan. Hilal-i-Quaid-e-Azam was conferred upon Wang Xiaotao, who 
is currently heading the newly established International Development 
Cooperation Agency (IDCA) of the People’s Republic of China. Sitara-i-
Pakistan was conferred upon Lin Yi who is the Vice President of Chinese 
People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) 
since 2015 and is in-charge of the Asian and African Affairs. Tamgha-
i-Pakistan was conferred upon Li Xuedong, who formerly served as the 
Director General of the International Cooperation Department of NDRC.
Pakistan Today, December 7, 2019

China-Pakistan JWG delegation meets Chairman 
Pakistan Agricultural Research Council

China, Iran agree to uphold 2015 
nuclear deal

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu and his 
Iranian counterpart Abbas Araghchi have agreed 
to honor the JCPOA, or Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action. The Chinese diplomat said it‘s a question 
of multilateralism or unilateralism, and a choice 
between the rule of law or hegemony. Ma said the 
root cause of the current crisis regarding the Iranian 
nuclear question lies with the U.S.‘ withdrawal from 
the JCPOA, and its maximum pressure on Iran.

CGTN, December 2, 2019

Huawei sues FCC over national security threat‘ label

News Brief

A delegation of Pakistan-China Socio-Economic Joint Working Group 
(JWG) headed by Li Jun, Deputy Director and Associate Professor Institute 
of Oil Crops, Chinese academy of Agricultural Sciences on December 4, 
2019 visited Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC) and met Dr. 
Muhammad Azeem Khan Chairman PARC. Pakistan-China collaboration 
in agriculture sector under China-Pakistan Economic Corridor Project 
came under discussion, while Chairman, PARC acknowledged the support 
of China in various projects of PARC.

The CPEC Portal, December 5, 2019

The saga of Huawei versus the US continues. In its latest counterattack, Huawei 
said that it would sue the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), seeking 
to reverse an FCC order passed about two weeks ago which bans carriers from 
purchasing Huawei equipment through a federal subsidy plan. The Chinese 
company asked the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit to 
rule the FCC‘s order unlawful as it failed to offer Huawei required due process 
protections when labelling it as a national security threat, the firm said during 
a press conference at its headquarters in Shenzhen, South China‘s Guangdong 
Province. ‘Banning a company like Huawei, just because we started in China - 
this does not solve cyber security challenges,’ Huawei‘s chief legal officer Song 
Liuping said.

Global Times, December 5, 2019
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Streaming Live on 
DBTV.Live

www.dbtv.live
Pakistan’s First Internet TV

Pivot focuses on the developments in the region and around Pakistan, 
it debates on the forces impacting Pakistan and beyond. 
  

https://www.facebook/dbtvpivot

https://twitter.com/dbtvpivot

dbtvlive

thedbtvlive

Hosted By: Dr. Talat Shabbir




