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In a run-up to Kashmir Solidarity Day, the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) 

organized a Seminar titled “Pakistan and the Kashmir Cause” on January 30, 2020. Syed 

Fakhar Imam, Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Kashmir was the Chief Guest at 

the occasion, while Mr. Ali Amin Gandapur, Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs and 

Gilgit-Baltistan was the Guest of Honor. Other speakers at the Seminar included former 

Foreign Secretary, Mr. Jalil Abbas Jilani and Dr. Maria Sultan, Director General , South 

Asian Strategic Stability Institute University (SASSI). 

Director General ISSI, Ambassador Aizaz Ahmed Chaudhry, in his welcome remarks thanked 

honorable Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Kashmir and Federal Minister for 

Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan for their presence and sharing views on an important event. 

Ambassador Aizaz said that ISSI is conducting this seminar to express solidarity with our 

Kashmiri brethren. He was of the view that for years, Kashmiri patience has been tested severely. 

But since the Indian action of August 5, 2019, their struggle has entered an entirely different 

phase as Modi has hit the Kashmiri identity and is trying to eradicate it. He said that international 

media has raised its voice against India and the global conscience has slowly awoken up to the 

brutalities in Indian occupied Kashmir. Ambassador Aizaz cautioned that Indian Prime Minister 

Modi may embark on a misadventure against Pakistan after getting frustrated and impatient 

domestically. He said that Pakistanis stand with Kashmir struggle and we should give them a 

message of hope. 

Mr. Ali Amin Gandapur in his remarks praised the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad for 

conducting this seminar and said that it reflected ISSI’s national commitment to the Kashmir 

cause. The Minister admired the Kashmiri freedom movement for braving the atrocities inflicted 

upon them by brutal Indian rule.  He said that Indian occupied Kashmir represents the real face 

of India where torture, bloodshed and rape is rampant. Mr. Gandapur warned India that it is not 

the guns that matter in a battle, but passion, and Pakistani nation passionately stands behind its 

Kashmiri brethren in their struggle for self-determination.  

Mr. Gandapur also expressed his disappointment with the slow response of the international 

community and urged the UN to break its silence over Kashmir. He equated Mr. Modi and BJP 

with the Nazi party and its ideology and said that India’s recent actions in Kashmir and 
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domestically against Muslims pose a grave threat to regional stability. Mr. Gandapur concluded 

that time has come for United Nations to get serious about the Kashmir dispute and that Pakistan 

will never abandon the Kashmir cause.  

Mr. Jalil Abbas Jillani in his remarks said that it was a great honour for him to be part of 

Kashmir Solidarity Day seminar organized by ISSI. Ambassador Jillani recalled his association 

with the Kashmir cause in his career while serving in India as Pakistan’s representative.  Mr. 

Jillani said that we are passing through the darkest phase of Pakistan-India relations as the 

bilateral dialogue process has been dead for years and Kashmir related confidence building 

measures like the bus service, truck service and trade across LoC have been shut.  

Mr. Jillani was of the view that India has strengthened its belligerence against Pakistan and 

Muslims of India under the BJP regime since 2014.  He said that the world community is 

certainly watching Indian actions with concern and the veneer of its secular democracy stands 

exposed.  He expressed his fear that India may resort to aggression against Pakistan and things 

may not be under control now as opposed to the Balakot crisis last year where Pakistan showed 

restraint.  

He added that India has grossly miscalculated the Kashmiri mood and resistance. He said that 

Kashmir is now the world highest place for concentration of troops numbering approximately 

nine million.  The resistance against brutal Indian occupation remains resilient and Kashmir will 

be the grave yard of Indian hegemony as is Afghanistan for global imperialist powers, he 

maintained.  

Dr. Maria Sultan in her remarks praised the ISSI for organizing a national seminar in the run up 

to Kashmir Solidarity Day.  She briefly outlined the historical circumstances that led to the 

present day situation in Kashmir and argued that the genesis of the dispute lie in the way India 

was divided by British Raj in 1947. She also explained the potential impact of newly amended 

citizenship act and National Register for Citizens in Indian occupied Jammu and Kashmir. She 

was of the view that eight million people of occupied Kashmir can become virtually stateless 

under the new citizen act and the region will be hosting the biggest detention centre in the world. 

India, she argued, will be committing the worst holocaust of history by erasing the Kashmiri 

identity.  
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Syed Fakhar Imam applauded ISSI for organizing the seminar. He said that Kashmir has been a 

bone of contention and a great challenge to Pakistan.  Giving a historic overview of the Kashmir 

dispute, he said that the Kashmir dispute is a colonial legacy of the British imperialists who laid 

the roots of dispute. He opined that Kashmiris have been suffering humiliation for the last two 

centuries when they were sold by the Raj and not just seventy-two years. Syed Fakhar Imam was 

of the view that Pakistan has to strengthen its economy and get internally strong to counter 

Indian belligerence.  Regarding the international community, he said that UN and its Charter 

were there to side with the poor and helpless, but it has failed in its role. He noted that post 

August 5, 2019, there is a paradigm shift in the international opinion against India.  

He pointed out that India cannot control occupied Kashmir and Pakistan needs to use effective 

diplomacy to address its biggest challenge. He warned the audience that state elections in India 

could force Modi regime to stage a false flag operation and blame it on Pakistan to score brownie 

points with the electorate. Syed Fakhar Imam expressed his resolve that in case of any 

misadventure by India it will get a much bigger response from Pakistan than the Balakot episode.  

The talk was followed by a vibrant question and answer session.  

A question was raised as to why Pakistan has delayed to make Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and Azad 

Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) separate provinces?  

Syed Fakhar Imam said that people of Pakistan stand with their Kashmiri brethren and if a 

referendum is done in AJK and GB, then the majority will vote for merger with Pakistan. But it 

also needs to be remembered that our case on Kashmir is based on UNSC resolutions and it’s a 

disputed territory. If we make AJK and GB part of Pakistan, then our own case will be damaged. 

India on its part made a technical arrangement with Sheikh Abdullah via Article 370 and 

maintained the autonomy of Kashmir except foreign affairs, communications and defense. But 

after the August 5 decision, India has even scraped that arrangement and has made two new 

union territories which will be controlled entirely from New Delhi. 

A question was raised about independence being a solution to Kashmir issue as both Pakistan 

and India are feuding over Kashmir for their own interests? 
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Syed Fakhar Imam said that Pakistan is standing resolutely with the Kashmir cause. Federal 

Minister Mr. Ali Amin Gandapur said that Pakistanis have an emotional connection with the 

Kashmir cause and entire Pakistan will fight for Kashmir when the time will come and liberate it. 

A question was asked regarding the reasons as to why we have failed to put our case effectively 

to the international community, and whether Article 370 was against UN resolutions?  

Syed Fakhar Imam said that if Pakistan can streamline and strengthen its economy, then it will 

have a stronger voice in the international community. He gave the example of great powers like 

Britain, France, US and now China that have increased their political clout as a result of their 

economic development. He argued that Pakistan’s defense is strong and shields it from external 

aggression.  

Ambassador Khalid Mahmood, Chairman BoG, ISSI in his concluding remarks said that Indian 

narrative on Kashmir has taken a major hit at the global stage, and with the enactment of the new 

citizenship laws, the image of Indian democracy has been exposed. We need to further 

effectively counter Indian propaganda in this cyber age. Ambassador Khalid suggested that it is 

high time for UN Secretary General to appoint a special envoy on the Kashmir dispute. Although 

it’s not an easy task, but we need to keep on pressing the issue because that will bring enhanced 

focus of UN on the issue. He concluded that the continuing resistance by Kashmiri Muslims 

against Indian brutalities is the only way forward.     
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