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If ever there was a doubt regarding India’s intentions of changing the demography 

of Indian occupied Jammu & Kashmir (IoJK), the recently introduced domicile law 

has put all such doubts to rest.  

Months after India bifurcated the state of Indian occupied Jammu and Kashmir into two Union 

territories and abrogated Article 370 and Article 35 A which guaranteed a special status to IOK and 

rights strictly meant for the Kashmiri people, the Indian government has now gone one step further 

to rub salt into the wounds of Kashmiri people. Following its long cherished dream of making India a 

Hindu rashtra where minorities are treated as aliens and second grade citizens, the BJP government 

enacted a new domicile law for IOK the “Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization (adaptation of state 

laws) Order 2020”1 on March 31, 2020 through an executive order.  

The clauses regarding domicile are defined under “Jammu and Kashmir Civil Services 

(Decentralization and Recruitment) Act”. According to this newly introduced domicile law, Indians 

who have resided in IOK for a period of 15 years and students who have spent 7 years and appeared 

in class 10 or 12 examinations have now become eligible to be a permanent resident of the occupied 

state. In addition to this, children of central government officials who have served in IOK for 10 years 

will also be favored in this connection. The law empowers tehsildars (sub-divisional officers) to issue 

                                                      
1
  “Amid Coronavirus Lockdown, Govt Comes Up With Domicile Law For Jammu And Kashmir”, Outlook, April 

1, 2020, https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/india-news-amid-coronavirus-lockdown-govt-
comes-up-with-domicile-law-for-jammu-and-kashmir/349830 
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domicile certificates within their territorial jurisdiction. According to the new law, the government of 

J&K union territory may also appoint any other person or body deemed fit for this purpose.  

 This notice issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs opened all jobs for people from across the 

country, while only level-4 jobs which include jobs like peon, clerks and constables were reserved for 

the current J&K domicile holders. Needless to say, the new law, specially the clause related to the 

jobs, generated a lot of resentment not only in Kashmir but also in Jammu which is not only a Hindu 

majority area but also a strong constituency of the ruling BJP. Leader of Jammu based Panthers 

Party’s Harshdev Singh staged a solo protest against the law, whereas other parties of the region 

also raised their voices including the newly formed Apni Party. These protests forced the Union 

government to revisit the law and on April 4, 2020, some amendments were made and all jobs were 

reserved for domicile holders.  

Interestingly, even the amended law has failed to address the uneasiness in the Jammu region 

because despite being a Hindu majority area, Jammu will still bear the brunt of social and economic 

implications that the new law entails. In Kashmir region also, the announcement has rightfully 

generated a lot of concern and fear as it is a clear attempt to open the gates for non-Kashmiris to 

settle and alter the demography of Jammu and Kashmir. Leader of National Conference and former 

Chief Minister of Indian occupied Jammu and Kashmir Omar Abdullah called the law an “insult 

heaped on injury”,2 whereas the People’s Democratic Party condemned the law terming it 

“frighteningly ambivalent, irresolute and akin to rubbing salt to the peoples wounds”.3 In the words 

of Siddiq Wahid, a Kashmir based political analyst, “Obviously it is an attempt to change the 

demographics, not only change but flood it. It will lead to demographic flooding”.4 Hence, the 

domicile law has brought both Jammu and Kashmir on one page.   

Though the real intention of the Indian government is to undermine the Muslim majority of Jammu 

and Kashmir, this new domicile law will prove to be disastrous in terms of economy and massive 

unemployment as well. Additionally, the flooding of people in this region will also have a very 

negative impact on resources and ecological system of Jammu and Kashmir. As always, the BJP 

government even amid this time of pandemic had the nerve to justify its actions. "We have been 

pitching for it. Everyone in Jammu and Kashmir is happy, let people who live here for 15 years get 

                                                      
2
  “Insult heaped on injury says Omar Abdullah on new domicile law”, The Economic Time, April 2, 2020, 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/insult-heaped-on-injury-says-omar-on-
new-domicile-law/articleshow/74937570.cms?from=mdr 

3
  “Domicile Order Frighteningly Ambivalent: PDP”, Kashmir Age, April 1, 2020, 

https://kashmirage.net/2020/04/01/domicile-order-frighteningly-ambivalent-pdp/ 
4
  “Demographic flooding’: India introduces new Kashmir domicile law”, The News, April 2, 2020, 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/638265-demographic-flooding-india-introduces-new-kashmir-
domicile-law 
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the benefits, no other outsiders will get it," was what Ashok Kaul, the general secretary for the BJP in 

Jammu and Kashmir said in defense of this new law,5 whereas Rakesh Sinha, a BJP leader and 

member of the upper house of Parliament dismissed all fears regarding demographic change as 

rumors.6  

The timing of this announcement is extremely ominous. While the world is busy fighting a battle 

against coronavirus, the Indian government finds it an opportune time to hoodwink international 

community. On the domestic front also, with the rising numbers of confirmed cases and deaths amid 

lockdown, the general mood in India is focused on the virus and its impact on the livelihood and 

general well-being at the moment. Besides, the continuous lockdown particularly in Kashmir would 

also ensure that there would be no reaction from Kashmiri people. It is extremely unfortunate that 

instead to diverting all its energies and focus towards fighting the pandemic which is threatening to 

take lives not only due to a virus but also due to hunger, the Indian government is still busy in 

playing its foul tricks. Condemning the Indian move to further strengthen its clutches over IOK, the 

Prime Minister of Pakistan has rightly pointed out that this new law is against international laws and 

treaties. It is time that the world, particularly the United Nations plays its due role before it is too 

late for the people of occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
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  Ibid. 
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  Ibid. 


