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The second phase of CPEC aims to widen the scope of Chinese projects in Pakistan 

by providing opportunities for socio-economic development and industrialization. 

Pakistan is traditionally an agriculture based economy with majority of its rural 

population earning their livelihood through their landholdings. The inclusion of 

agriculture in the CPEC portfolio is not surprising because Pakistan’s agricultural 

sector has enormous potential for foreign investors. 

Earlier this year, the Parliamentary Committee on CPEC called for strengthening the agriculture 

sector under the CPEC framework which it observed was underperforming. The Committee 

members highlighted that farmers were the major stakeholders of this sector and the timely 

provision of seeds must be ensured. The Committee also suggested that bottlenecks should be 

removed to enhance agricultural productivity.1 

In March 2021, the embassy of the People’s Republic of China hosted China-Pakistan Seed Industry 

Cooperation and Exchange Forum with the aim of strengthening collaboration in seed production 

between the two countries. Speaking at the occasion, Syed Fakhar Imam, Federal Minister for 

National Food Security and Research, said that the Pakistani seed industry is still underdeveloped 

and called for improved R&D and establishment of a certification system for new seed varieties.2 

Experts from both countries shared their views on present challenges and highlighted the 

                                                      
1
  “Call for exploiting agriculture potential under CPEC,” Dawn, January 7, 2021.  

2
  “Seeds sector development vital to achieve higher output, alleviate poverty: Imam”, Dunya News, March 

18, 2021.  
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achievements of previous joint initiatives. Dr. Zhang Shengquan of the Beijing Academy of 

Agricultural and Forestry Sciences disclosed that China’s hybrid wheat, using the two-line hybrid 

technique, is being successfully harvested on a large scale in Pakistan and has considerably improved 

wheat production.3  

One of the key areas identified during the forum was the potential of intercropping technology in 

Pakistan which can improve efficiency and soil fertility. It was noted that availability of sufficient 

seeds can help farmers produce multiple crops and earn higher returns. Similarly, boosting the 

supply and quality of cotton seeds was also emphasized. Improvement in Pakistan’s cotton 

production is considered critical as it one of our major export items. Moreover, developing 

Pakistan’s seed production capacity will also save the country millions of dollars on imports and 

improve the overall economic outlook.   

Over the years, China has established itself as a leading country in terms of agricultural technology 

and production. Pakistan is determined to introduce Chinese expertise in the agricultural sector. The 

federal and provincial governments have taken a number of measures to facilitate Chinese 

agricultural companies to setup their plants in the country and to train Pakistani agricultural 

scientists.  

The growing attention given to this sector is not only due to economic factors but also because of 

the need to address the food security challenge. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations, food insecurity exists when people are not able to secure access to an 

adequate and safe diet which constrains them from leading an active and healthy life. In addition, 

those who are currently food secure may become vulnerable to food insecurity in the future. There 

are four dimensions of food security: food availability, economic and physical access to food, food 

utilization, and stability over time.4 

Addressing the Islamabad Security Dialogue, the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Imran Khan, said 

“national security today includes many aspects that have been ignored in previous decades, 

including climate change, food security and economic prosperity”.5 He added that the government 

aims to introduce a comprehensive strategy to ensure that every citizen receives adequate nutrition. 

                                                      
3
  “Chinese seed technologies to empower Pak seed industry,” The News International, March 28, 2021. 

4
  Food and Agriculture Organization. Food Security, Policy brief Issue 2, June 2006. 

5
  “Food security, climate change among new national security challenges, says PM Imran,” Dawn, March 17, 

2021. 
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The World Food Programme categorizes Pakistan as a food surplus country but points out that a 

large portion of its population suffers from food insecurity due to poverty.6 It also notes that an 

average Pakistani household spends more than 50 percent of monthly income on food which makes 

them particularly vulnerable to food inflation. Food security in the country has become a challenge 

due to several factors including high population growth, rapid urbanization, price fluctuations, 

erratic food production and inefficient food distribution systems. Climate change is also posing a 

serious threat to food security and there is a need to make agricultural practices more resilient and 

sustainable. 

The National Food Security Policy (2014) highlighted a number of measures to promote seed 

production in the country. These consisted of strengthening and restructuring of Federal Seed 

Certification and Registration Department; development of requisite legislative and regulatory 

support system for development of modern seed industry and establishing seed technology research 

and training institute.7 Chinese expertise and broadening of CPEC portfolio can certainly help 

Pakistan achieve its policy objectives. The joint efforts made to enhance seed production will pave 

way for a healthier and wealthier society.  

 

                                                      
6
  World Food Pragramme – Pakistan, https://www.wfp.org/countries/pakistan 

7
  Ministry of National Food Security and Research. National Food Security Policy, Islamabad, 2014. 


