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The China-Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC) at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) organized
a public talk on December 14, 2017 titled “Progress of the CPEC Projects in Sindh.” The speaker at the
occasion was the Honourable Minister for Planning and Development, Government of Sindh, Mir Hazar
Khan Bijrani.
After welcoming the speaker and the guests, Dr. Ahmad Rashid Malik, Director of the China-Pakistan
Study Centre thanked the speaker for initiating the Premier Public Talks of the Centre, on a topic of
widespread interest in the country.
In his introductory remarks, Ambassador Khalid Mahmood, Chairman ISSI, also informed the audience
about the China-Pakistan Study Centre at the ISSI, which had been inaugurated on June 16, 2017 by Mr.
Sartaj Aziz, the former advisor to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs. Apart from the other activities of
the Centre, he highlighted this current event as the first Public Talk through its platform.
Ambassador Mahmood reflected on Pakistan’s “model relationship” with China, which has been
expanding in multiple directions, including now with new milestones in the economic domain. This is a
time-tested relationship, he noted, that is important for peace and stability in the South Asian region.
Increasingly, it is also relevant for several other countries as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) under China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) seeks to enhance global connectivity and mutually
beneficial opportunities by reducing poverty and enhancing contact, not just for Pakistan and China, but
for other countries as well. There have been a number of projects completed under CPEC, while work on
others has been proceeding well, including industrialization in special economic zones, and progress at
the Gwadar Port.
Ambassador Mahmood said that Pakistan and China, in the recently concluded seventh meeting of the
Joint Cooperation Committee, had approved plans under CPEC until 2030. Despite these positive signs,
he continued, there have been some who have wrongly perceived the ensuing enhanced cooperation in
Pakistan as a result of CPEC projects as opposition to CPEC from some quarters, which is not the case.
Indeed, there are mechanisms in place, such as a Parliamentary Committee, to oversee projects of CPEC
and harmonize the process of economic cooperation and development in the four provinces and beyond.
The result of this, he reminded the audience, has been a “complete national consensus” on CPEC.
As far as Sindh is concerned, Ambassador Mahmood highlighted that the province is an important
strategic partner of CPEC, and home to several projects related to energy production, roads, economic
zones, ports and railways. While some projects have been completed and others are making good
progress, still others have been approved in principle and work on them is expected soon. Overall, they
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promise to offer much to Sindh in terms of economic opportunities, and their impact will likely transform
the province positively.
The guest speaker, Honourable Mir Hazar Khan Bijrani began his talk by thanking ISSI and the audience,
and briefly introduced CPEC as a transit corridor connecting Gwadar to China, which had undergone a
“monumental transformation” into an economic corridor with several middle and long term interests for
Pakistan and China, as well as other countries. It connects China to two oceans, and offers quick and
inexpensive access to the Middle East and North Africa, he noted, while it provides huge opportunities for
Pakistan to transform into a progressive and prosperous country. The Minister said that this was important
for Pakistan since the prevailing law and order situation, and low saving and investment in the country,
had been impediments in the path of economic development, and investment from China was now
bringing qualitative changes in Pakistan, spurring the interests of global investors and offering several
employment opportunities, which enables the country to pacify internal strife and aim for sustainable
security.
Mr. Bijrani introduced Sindh as a resource-rich province of Pakistan with significant potential, especially
in meeting the country’s energy requirements. In addition to providing 71% of the total gas and 44% of
the total oil produced in the country, the province also has 28% of installed capacity for power generation,
185 billion tons of coal reserves, as well as the potentially great reserves of alternate energy, such as a
wind corridor that is estimated to have the capacity to generate 50,000 MW of power. Moreover, he
continued, Sindh has a diversified economy with heavy industries, manufacturing, services and
agriculture, in addition to two sea ports, a resilient and dynamic business community, and a vibrant stock
exchange, all of which are driving forces behind the industrialization of Pakistan, and which makes Sindh
an important part of CPEC.
He then moved on to discuss some of the important projects under CPEC in Sindh, some of which have
been approved and are expected to be implemented shortly. Being endowed with coal and renewable
energy sources, it is not surprising that energy projects are among the most significant. The most
important of these are the Thar coal field, coal-fired power generation and allied infrastructure. The
Minister highlighted the potential of Thar, where the coal fields have proven reserves of 175 billion
metric tons spread over 9000 square km in the desert, and have the capacity to generate 50,000 MW
annually for 200 years. Detailing some of the progress made in this project, he pointed out that the coal
field has been divided into twelve blocks, with open-pit mining currently underway in Block-II, in
addition to the ongoing construction of a power plant with a capacity to produce 660 MW which is
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expected to be completed ahead of schedule by June 2019. Financial closure is also expected by the end
of 2017 for mining work on Block-I, where excavation will also start soon after.
The Minister also touched upon an important and sensitive issue in such projects, reflecting on the past
experiences of local communities in Sui and Ghotki, where they had not seen the benefits of the resources
from their regions. Learning from this, he informed the audience, the Sindh Government aims to ensure
that the people of Thar are beneficiaries of the projects. As a result, the Sindh Engro Coal Mining
Company has employed 1500 locals, including women, out of a total workforce of 2000 people. With
women employed also in transportation of coal, there has also been international recognition of such
initiatives. There is also work being carried out on health, education, desalination, and mass scale
vegetation and plantation in order to ensure that the region develops as a whole.
The Minister also discussed the potential for wind power in Sindh through CPEC projects, highlighting
wind corridors in the Gharo-Jhampir area as capable of producing 50,000 MW per annum indefinitely. He
informed the audience that five wind turbine generators are already producing 250 MW of electricity and
22 more projects are in the pipeline, which after expected completion in 2020 will see power generation
increase from 250 MW to 1530 MW.
The next project discussed by Mr. Bijrani was the Keti Bandar project, which will avail the coal produced
at Thar, though initially some coal is being imported to set up two power plants. Keti Bandar is located
350 km from the Thar coal field and feasibility for the project is being conducted currently in order to
leverage the Thar coal.
The Special Economic Zone (SEZ) of Dhabeji is also an important project that has recently been
introduced in the list of SEZs under CPEC. It will lead to cooperation and joint ventures between
Pakistani and Chinese firms, and attract investment such as in automobiles, auto parts, light engineering,
electronics, and food. It is also strategically located, with proximity to Karachi (55 km) and Port Qasim
(29 km). This project is also undergoing a feasibility study before work gets underway.
The Karachi Circular Railway project was the final CPEC project underlined by Mr. Bijrani. This is
expected to be a loop with bus transport services connecting six major arteries of Karachi. Approved by
the Planning Commission, this project is mature for implementation and will enable seamless
connectivity between Dhabeji, the Karachi airport, residential areas, and business regions through a
network of railways and buses.
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After discussing these projects under CPEC, the Minister reiterated the Sindh Government’s commitment
to the economic development of the province and the country at large, and concluded that CPEC will
redefine “regional value chains” and thus offer several opportunities for Pakistan.
The talk was followed by a brief interactive question and answer session. Responding to a question about
the implementation timelines of the projects in Sindh, Mr. Bijrani assured the audience that the Sindh
Government has the “will and commitment” to complete these projects and had prioritized them. He
pointed to several projects, such as a road to Port Qasim and a bridge that reduced the distance between
the Thar coal field and Port Qasim, as evidence of the work on the projects proceeding smoothly, and
expressed his confidence in the timely completion of other projects as well. He also noted, on being asked
whether Sindh had been neglected by CPEC, that this was not the case since new projects such as the
Special Economic Zone at Dhebaji and the Karachi Circular Railways had recently been added. He said
that while further expansion of projects will also be welcome, successful completion of ongoing projects
is also likely to benefit the people greatly.
Responding to a question about corruption in project implementation, the Minister cautioned the audience
to be realistic since corruption anywhere in the world cannot be completely eliminated. However, he
asserted, there have been mechanisms and accountability measures put in place to prevent and reduce
corruption. On being asked about the involvement of local governments in the CPEC projects, he also
agreed that local governments are important in this process and thus have been actively participating in
the development projects, and no impediments have been faced on that front.
A question was put to the honourable Minister regarding the environmental issues corresponding with
coal-fired energy production, together with the suggestion that Pakistan had purchased old plants from
China at uncompetitive and high costs, since China, like other countries, was phasing out coal energy.
The honourable Minister agreed that environmental degradation was an issue, and pointed out that wind
and other alternative energy sources are also being looked at. He asserted that there are large quantities of
coal in a remote area, and it is perhaps better to utilise these sources until such time that projects such as
those concerned with wind energy can be implemented. Responding to the same question, the Chief
Economist of the Government of Sindh, who was accompanying the Honourable Minister, also pointed
out that these are new plants being set up in Pakistan and that they are using “super critical technology”
that arrests the production of sulphur and thus reduces environmental damage significantly.
Ambassador Khalid Mahmood, in his concluding remarks, reflected on the importance of hearing voices
from the four provinces, as well as AJK and Gilgit-Baltistan, to understand better the impact and progress
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of CPEC projects, and reiterated the “in-built advantages” of Sindh due to its location, business
community, minerals, and ports. He also pointed out that coal energy remains important in other parts of
the world as well, even in countries where it is being gradually replaced by alternate sources, and
highlighted the importance of technology that reduces environmental damage.
The Chairman emphasised firstly, the positive consequences of CPEC for Pakistan, where suddenly
foreign investors are now interested at the emerging possibilities, and secondly, the importance of
maintaining a national consensus on the subject. He thanked the honourable Minister on behalf of the
ISSI and the CPSC for taking time out to speak on this important subject.
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