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The Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) hosted an In-House Meeting on April 16, 

2018, with an 8-member Chinese delegation dealing with cultural issues. The delegation 

included: Prof. Duan Qing, School of Foreign Languages, Peking University; Prof. Li Xiao, 

School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China; Mr. Zhou Zhibong, Deputy Director of 

Specialized Committee on Bronze Ware, China Cultural Relics Academy; Ms. Meng Sihui, 

Research Fellow, The Palace Museum, Beijing, China; Ms. Chong-Yuan Chien, Member of 

Singapore National Arts Council Arts Advisory Panel, Board Director of Arts House Limited, 

Singapore; Associate Prof. Zhang Jlamel, School of Foreign Languages, Peking University; 

Associate Prof. Fan Jingjing, School of Foreign Languages, Peking University; Ren Chao, 

photographer for the Forbidden City Magazine, National Geography (China).  

Besides the researchers at ISSI, the event was also attended by Syed Jamal Shah, Director 

General, Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA), Mr. Anwar ul Haq, Deputy Director 

(Museum) Lok Virsa, Amb (R) Syed Hasan Javed, Director Chinese Studies, NUST, Islamabad, 

Dr. Azhar Ahmad, Head of Social Sciences and Humanities, Bahria University and Amb (R) Ali 

Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Director, Center for International Strategic Studies Islamabad (CISS). 

Welcoming the delegation and the guests, Mr. Najam Rafique, Director Research, ISSI touched 

upon the importance of cultural relations and the need to enhance collaboration between Pakistan 

and China in this area. He said that hosting a cultural delegation and having an open discussion 

on such a profound subject as culture, art, antiquity and language was a refreshing change from 

the usual discussions on foreign policy and other security matters. He said that it was admirable 

how China has maintained a balance between its traditional and modern culture.  

Making a short presentation on Pakistan-China cultural ties, Mr. Ali Haider, Research Associate 

at ISSI, briefed the participants on the historical and modern dimensions of the cultural 

engagements between the two countries. The presentation covered the period when the Old Silk 

Road influenced the exchange of ideas and goods between the people, and also the modern era 

where both countries have actively promoted cultural exchanges through various platforms. The 

prospects of augmenting their cultural bond through China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

was also highlighted.  
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Sharing his views, Syed Jamal Shah emphasized that art and culture has the ability to engage 

individuals and make them more conscious of the surroundings. He added that we are fortunate 

to have a rich cultural heritage. As Director General of PNCA, he apprised the guests on the 

initiatives taken by the Council to promote culture in Pakistan and the efforts his organization is 

pursuing to enhance collaboration with China in this field. He stated that CPEC has provided a 

platform to enhance our cultural ties and he proposed working collectively with Chinese 

counterparts in fostering creative economy. He also appraised the delegation about the Cultural 

Caravan that was initiated by PNCA in 2017.  

Amb. (R) Ali Sarwar Naqvi stressed upon the requirement of greater projection of Chinese 

culture in Pakistan. He insisted that Pakistani universities should develop programmes dedicated 

to the study of Chinese society in order to promote awareness in coming generations. He also 

asked the guests to help in promotion of Urdu language in China.  

Mr. Anwar ul Haq briefed the guests about the role and activities of Lok Virsa. He informed the 

delegation that Lok Virsa has a dedicated portion at their museum to portray Chinese culture.  

Amb. (R) Syed Hasan Javed said that Chinese culture is close to his heart and has that he has 

written five books on this topic. He stressed that there is a great potential in cultural 

collaboration between the two countries as there are many avenues which remain unexplored. He 

stated that doing research on our cultural history will be beneficial for both the countries, as well 

as the humanity.  

Dr. Azhar Ahmad expressed his disappointed at the fact that Pakistan has not done enough to 

hold on to its culture. He believed that Pakistan should learn from China in this regard. He added 

that as friends, we should make greater effort to understand each other in-depth.  

Prof. Duan Qing agreed with the fact that there is still much work to be done. She furthered that 

both sides should work collectively in producing joint material such as documentaries to 

showcase Pakistan and Chinese culture. She insisted that scholars from both sides should deliver 

lectures at each other’s institutes on a regular basis.  
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Other members of the delegation said that they were eager to work with their Pakistani 

counterparts and were eager to receive counterparts from Pakistan at their respective institutes in 

China.  

Concluding the meeting, Mr. Najam Rafique stated that culture is the glue and oxygen of 

civilizations. He commended the ideas proposed by the Chinese delegation for enhancing 

cultural ties between the two countries, and remarked that now is the time that we start taking 

practical steps in this direction so that the people in Pakistan and China get to know each other 

from a perspective other than politics and economics.  

 

 


