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The Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) held a Seminar titled, “The International 

Decade for Action: Water for Sustainable Development 2018-2028,” on April 26, 2018. The 

Chief Guest at the event was Dr Nizomuddin Zohidi, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Republic of Tajikistan. Other distinguished speakers at the seminar included: H.E. Sherali 

Jononov, Ambassador, Republic of Tajikistan to Pakistan, Mr. Ghafurzoda Taghaimurod, Head 

of Department of Water Resource, Ministry of Energy & Water Resources, Republic of 

Tajikistan, Dr. Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources 

(PCRWR) and Mr. Babur Suhail, Vice President, Centre for Global & Strategic Studies (CGSS). 

Ambassador Khalid Mahmood, Chairman ISSI welcoming the distinguished speakers and the 

esteemed guests said that it is an occasion of great happiness for the Institute of Strategic Studies 

Islamabad. We have the honor of welcoming three distinguished high officials from the brotherly 

country of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

He said that the peoples of Pakistan and Tajikistan enjoyed close relationship in the past marked 

by geographical proximity, common faith, culture and history. These bonds acquired a new 

meaning and dimension following the emergence of Tajikistan as the new Republic in 1992. 

Given their strategic and economic complementarities, the bilateral relations have since been 

growing in diverse fields: political, economic and defence. The electricity transmission CASA 

1000 project and collaboration in the defense training and supplies are prime collaborative 

activities. Regrettably, mutual trade is not upto its potential and communication links are rather 

weak. The two governments are alive to these deficiencies and are striving to plug them. 

Tajikistan's prospective formal accession to the Quadrilateral Traffic-in-Transit Agreement 

between Pakistan, China, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan will greatly facilitate regional integration. 

We will hear more on the subject from His Excellency Mr. Nizomuddin Zohidi, First Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs as also from His Excellency Ambassador Sherali Jononov and other 

distinguished speakers from Tajikistan and Pakistan on the theme of the seminar. 

Ambassador Mahmood said that water is the source of life. Human existence depends upon 

the continued availability of water.  Unbridled human activity and the impact of Climate Change 

are fast dwindling this precious asset. In fact, the world is already facing a water crisis. 
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According to a United Nations report, one-sixth of the world population does not have adequate 

access to safe water and by the year 2025, half of the countries worldwide will face water stress 

or outright shortages. Climate change, through melting of glaciers, varying rainfall patterns and 

sudden temperature changes, exacerbates the problem of water insecurity. 

The reduced access to fresh water has far-reaching consequences like reduced food production, 

loss of livelihood, and increased economic and geopolitical tensions, especially in volatile 

regions like South Asia. Water security problems are particularly severe in the regions where 

numerous major international river basins lie and are subject to territorial disputes between 

various countries. The connection between environment and economic development is 

significant for sustainable development, and in that respect, water, energy and food are 

inextricably linked. 

Pakistan is a water-stressed country.  There is a loss of habitat that can lead to the extinction of 

some wildlife species due to changes in the watercourse. The reduced water flowing downstream 

also causes the water to be more saline, making it less suitable for certain fish nurseries.   

 Being a lower riparian country to India, Pakistan is dependent upon the upstream ecosystems to 

provide the water supply for irrigation, drinking and generating hydro-power. The extent of 

water diversion by the upper riparian - India - through the construction of dams on rivers 

allocated to Pakistan under the Indus Water Treaty adversely affects groundwater basins and 

downstream ecosystems. Water issues and disputes, if not timely resolved, can lead to a major 

conflict between Pakistan and India having a nuclear dimension. It is, therefore, important that 

the Indus Water Treaty which has served the two countries well is followed in letter and spirit 

and its Dispute Resolution mechanism does not become dysfunctional, as happens to be the case 

at present over the construction of Kishanganga and Rattle dams by India.  

Pakistan, a semi-arid country, loses significant amounts of water due to the lack of storage 

facilities as it has constructed no water storage reservoir on the Indus since the Tarbela Dam was 

built in 1976. There is a need for adequate management of water supplies by Pakistan within its 

borders by starting work on the stalled water storage projects. A focus on development from an 

environment-development nexus perspective is the government’s main priority, as envisioned in 

Vision 2025 plan for sustainable socio-economic development in the country. 
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The international community is gradually waking up to the gravity of the issue. Starting with the 

decision by the UN General Assembly in 1992 to observe the World Day for Water, the 

international community has been active in raising awareness of the growing water scarcity and 

formulating policies, plans and strategies to slow down, contain and possibly reverse the 

impending catastrophe.  

The UN General Assembly and the UN Human Rights Council have affirmed a Human Right to 

water. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) had aimed by 2015 to halve the proportion 

of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation. The following 

Sustainable Development Goals, specifically Goal 6, now calls for ensuring the availability and 

sustainable management of water and sanitation for all by 2030. Water is in fact related to 

several other SDGs including Goal 8 which addresses the promotion of sustained, inclusive and 

sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all. 

International Water Decades have been launched to implement these goals. 

His Excellency Mr. Emomali Rahmon, President of the Republic of Tajikistan has been the 

moving spirit behind all these international initiatives. The world must acknowledge and 

appreciate his vision, sagacity and concern for the future of mankind. He has convened another 

International Conference on the International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable 

Development 2018-2028". It is scheduled to be held in Dushanbe between June 20-22, 2018. 

This Conference will help raise awareness about the timely implementation of the Sustainable 

Development Goal 6 and other water-related SDGs at the global, regional and country levels, 

with the participation of all stakeholders including the private sector. 

We will certainly be benefiting from the  distinguished speakers on their perception and views 

regarding the existential threat of water insecurity looming over the horizon. 

H.E Mr. Sherali Jononov: I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Institute of 

Strategic Studies for the organization of this seminar and warm hospitality. 

We also have a great honor to have with us today First Deputy of Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

the Republic of Tajikistan H.E. Nizomuddin Zohidi and the head of the department of the water 

resources of the Ministry of Energy and Water Resources Mr. Tagoymurodzoda. 
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I am confident the seminar will consolidate the results achieved so far in this direction and put 

forward the new ideas and initiatives that will allow us to move forward significantly in solving 

water problems at all levels focusing on our common and secure future. 

No doubt, global trends have a direct impact on regional and national levels. In this context, 

Central Asia is one of the most vulnerable regions in the world. According to the experts, climate 

change contributes to the rapid shrinking of the glaciers of Central Asia, which are the main 

source of the region's rivers. As a result, the indicator of water availability per capita decreases 

year by year: if in the 1960s this indicator was 8,4 thousand m
3
/year, today it has decreased 4 

times (400%) - to 2.1 thousand m
3
/year.  

Another important aspect of the water problem in Central Asia is the distribution of water 

resources. Under these circumstances, the interstate water cooperation is key for addressing not 

only water problems and socio-economic development, but also peace, stability and security. 

Tajikistan contains about 60% of the water resources of the rivers of the region. At the same 

time, having limited natural resources, the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan is 

compelled to use its abundant water resources to address the country's socio-economic issues. 

Based on this, our development policy is aimed at using water resources in a way that meet the 

national needs taking into account the regional balance.  

Integration of national and regional interests is a very difficult process and it is impossible to 

succeed without an integrated approach. In this context, the introduction of integrated water 

resources management at both regional and national levels is very important. In this regard, the 

Government of the Republic of Tajikistan adopted, in 2015, the Water Sector Reform Program 

for the period 2016-2025 aimed at improving the legal framework and institutional mechanisms, 

developing infrastructure and creating an appropriate database of implementation tools. 

The Republic of Tajikistan is one of the leaders in advancing the water agenda at the global 

level. At the initiative of Tajikistan, the United Nations General Assembly has declared the 

International Year of Freshwater (2003), the International Decade for Action "Water for Life" 

(2005-2015), the International Year of Water Cooperation (2013), and the International Decade 

for Action "Water for Sustainable Development "(2018-2028). 



 
 

P a g e  | 7 

Report-Seminar                                           The International Decade for Action April 26, 2018 

All these initiatives were based on the understanding that water is a key element not only for 

social and economic development, but also for ensuring peace, stability, and development.  

Tajikistan Initiative - The International Decade for Action "Water for Sustainable Development", 

2018-2028 is one of the important initiatives that serves as a timely basis for the further 

promotion of water issues, and the Panel recommends using it as a platform for political 

discussions, sharing best practices and developing partnerships and cooperation. 

The Republic of Tajikistan, as the initiator of the International Decade for Action "Water for 

Sustainable Development" (2018-2028), together with the United Nations and other partners, 

organizes the High-Level International Conference to discuss and make recommendations for the 

successful implementation of the goals and objectives of this Decade. 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite on behalf of the Government of the Republic of 

Tajikistan all interested parties to participate in this international event and contribute to its 

success and also for this seminar. 

Dr. Nizomuddin Zohidi: It is a great pleasure for me to address today’s important gathering. 

At the outset, I would extend my sincere thanks to The Institute of Strategic Studies and the 

Embassy of the Republic of Tajikistan in Islamabad for organizing this seminar on International 

Decade for Action "Water for Sustainable Development, 2018-2028". 

As the distinguished participant of today’s event might be aware, on March 22 this year, the 

United Nations has launched the International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable 

Development, 2018-2028”.  The Decade’s launch event has attracted attention of leaders, policy 

makers and water experts from many regions of the world. Especially, I would like to mention an 

address delivered by His Excellency the President of Tajikistan during the opening ceremony. In 

his speech the President of Tajikistan expressed hope that: 

I quote “I do strongly believe that this Decade will open a new chapter in the United Nations’ 

engagement aiming at seeking for and finding solutions to the most crucial global challenges 

related to the effective use and preservation of water resources.” End of quote.  



 
 

P a g e  | 8 

Report-Seminar                                           The International Decade for Action April 26, 2018 

In this connection, I believe that today’s event will serve to increase awareness towards 

achieving sustainable water resources management.   

Today, it is difficult to imagine a region of the world, where water resources and their role in 

achieving sustainable development are not particularly important. Almost all branches and 

spheres of human activities are tightly connected to water resources. It is well-known, that water 

resources are essential for sustaining human life, activities, nutrition and health, and are 

important for environment and conservation of ecosystems. In general, it can be said that water 

resources are not only an indispensable component of sustainable development, but also a 

bonding medium of sustainable development, which requires an integrated approach to their use 

and conservation for the benefit of future generations. 

Awareness of the key role of water resources in sustainable development did not come 

immediately. This process began about forty-one years ago at the first UN Water Conference in 

Mar del Plata (1977). Since then, a number of initiatives and recommendations have been 

approved within the framework of the UN General Assembly and other UN bodies, which have 

not only helped to expand and deepen knowledge in the field of water resources, but also to take 

practical steps and actions towards achieving sustainable use of water resources. Thanks to 

consolidated efforts of Member States, water issues were included in the agenda of the UN 

Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio + 20), which laid the foundation for the 

development of a standalone sustainable development goal for water resources, as well as a 

number of water-related targets.  

In 2015, within the UN, a number of bold and mutually reinforcing initiatives aimed at 

promotion of timely achievement of the water-related SDGs and targets were proposed. At the 

initiative of the UN Secretary-General and the President of the World Bank a High-level Panel 

on Water (HLPW) was established, with the aim to enhance efforts at improving access to water 

and sanitation and their sustainable management. Among its members, the High-level Panel has 

Heads of State/Government of ten UN member states, who for two years (March 2016-March 

2018) were actively advancing efforts at financing and implementing the sustainable 

development goals and targets related to water and sanitation. 
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At the 7
th

 World Water Forum (Republic of Korea, April 2015) the President of the Republic of 

Tajikistan proposed a new initiative to proclaim an International Decade for Action "Water for 

Sustainable Development".  

Later, in December 2016 the UNGA endorsed this initiative by adoption of the relevant 

resolution. According to this resolution, the International Decade for Action "Water for 

Sustainable Development, 2018-2028" will be aimed at implementing water related goals and 

targets, creating a broad platform for capacity development, building up experience and 

partnership in this field. The new Decade will also contribute to a smooth transition to the 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

We do hope that the Decade and its implementation and monitoring mechanisms will 

significantly help to improve coordination and to increase effectiveness of measures and actions 

towards achieving integrated water resources management. 

It is obvious that path towards an implementation of new tasks and objectives in the field of 

water resources is not going to be easy and smooth. 

Many consider the sustainable development goals and targets related to water resources as overly 

ambitious. Now and then, we hear some skeptics say that we will not be able to achieve the 

water-related goals and targets. In our opinion, achieving these goals is not an easy task. Timely 

achievement of these goals will require concentration and mobilization of efforts at all levels, 

securing commitments with the necessary resources, both financial and technological.  

In this context, we should not stand aside and proceed to deeds right now, to determine scopes 

and possibilities for our further strong and wide-ranging cooperation in the field of water 

resources. At the same time, we should take into account the following factors: 

The first is climate change, which adversely affects the quality and quantity of water resources. 

It undermines our efforts to achieve sustainable development goals. Over the last few decades of 

the past century, more than 1,000 glaciers in Tajikistan have completely vanished. Over this 

period, icecap called “Fedchenko” – largest continental glacier is retreated by almost one 

kilometer and its area is decreased by 11 square kilometers, having lost approximately two cubic 

kilometers of ice. 
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Due to an adverse impact of climate change in recent years in Tajikistan, where 93% of the 

territory is mountainous, there is an increase in the intensity water-related disasters, which cause 

enormous material and moral damage. Natural disasters also jeopardize our efforts to achieve 

sustainable development goals and cause added challenges in reducing poverty. 

The second: population growth and increase in needs of water resources. Demand for water 

resources all over the world is growing at a rapid pace, which, in turn, causes serious tensions 

between different sectors. Tough competition for water resources in terms of increasing 

desperate water shortages can lead to negative repercussions even within individual country. We 

do believe that an introduction of integrated and nexus approaches in water management creates 

new opportunities for the improvement of the existing mechanisms of inter-sectoral and inter-

governmental water cooperation. 

The third: means of implementation. In particular, we mean human and financial resources, 

investments and environmentally sound technologies. Cooperation in the field of education and 

culture of sustainable water management and water consumption could be a critical element of 

our joint efforts. Expansion of public-private partnerships provides new opportunities for 

achieving goals in ensuring access to water and sanitation for all. 

The fourth: trans-boundary component of water cooperation, which plays a central role in 

ensuring peace, stability and development. Today, there are more than 276 international river 

basins in the world, which cover 148 countries, where over 40% of the world’s population live. 

Strong and productive water cooperation can be a catalyst for development. However, the lack of 

such cooperation can cause serious risks and heavy costs, negatively affecting economic and 

social situation in riparian countries. 

Strengthening the institutional capacity of cross-border water cooperation in many regions 

contributes to the harmonious development of all riparian countries. The Central Asian countries 

today are actively promoting a process of regional integration, which, in our view, shall facilitate 

regional cooperation in water and energy issues. 

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that the achievement of sustainable development, 

prosperity and security will be possible only through building up effective and rational water 
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cooperation based on mutual trust, fair consideration of needs and consumption, involvement of 

all stakeholders, as well as the continuous efforts to improve water dialogue and genuine 

partnership. 

To make visible progress in these areas we need to have strong political will, firm resolve, 

sufficient resources and clear enduring decisions. We should find the underlying causes of 

problems, and the right and balanced solutions.  

The International High-Level Conference on the International Decade for Action "Water for 

Sustainable Development 2018-2028" to be hosted by the Government of the Republic of 

Tajikistan in cooperation with the United Nations and other partners in Dushanbe on June 20-22 

this year will focus on the discussion of these and other topical issues of water cooperation. 

Furthermore, Dushanbe Water Conference would be a timely platform for the elaboration of 

specific recommendations how to strengthen efforts in achieving water-related goals and 

objectives in a run-up to the forthcoming UN High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development, which is set to review, inter alia, SDG 6. 

I take this opportunity to invite all of you to attend the upcoming Dushanbe Water Conference.  

Mr. Ghafurzoda Taghaimurod made a PowerPoint presentation which is given below:  
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Dr Muhammad Ashraf in his presentation said that water, food and energy are three important 

components for development. On the topic of water scarcity, he said that Pakistan is only storing 

10 per cent of its waters and with the increase in population and as a result of agricultural 

activities, there is huge pressure on the ground water. The way forward includes increasing 

storage through construction of dams, introducing a ground water regulatory framework and 

controlling population. Hence, Pakistan needs to change its priorities and coupled with political 

will, water crisis can be avoided altogether. His PowerPoint presentation is given below: 
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Mr Babur Suhail said that water is the bloodline of life. Unfortunately, we as humans have not 

been kind with this extremely precious treasure. To preserve life on the planet, we need to 

preserve fresh water. For that matter, at individual and institutional levels, we need to put our 

best in different dimensions. If water is our present, then its conservation is the future. 

Including but not limited to political, financial, ecological and social aspects, water has unique 

dimensions. But foremost is setting policy guidelines at the national level and its implementation 

without any further delay. 

Synchronized National Policy Setting and its Effective Implementation 

Under article 153 of the Constitution of 1973 of Islamic Republic of Pakistan (the 

“Constitution”), Council of Common Interests is formulated. In compliance with its duties under 

Article 154 of the Constitution, 4 members agreed upon “National Water Policy” after 25,834 

Days (70 years, 8 month and 23 days) of independence. There has been the announcement of a 

Water Council under the chairmanship of Prime Minister, which will run the affairs 

encompassed in the recent national water policy. 

There is a great hope that National Water Policy is being made with close coordination among all 

the stakeholders, therefore, it will be implemented without more hurdles. To achieve the 

maximum from this Water Policy, the government should announce other policies and 

frameworks for the agriculture sector and ground water usage in accordance with the best 

international conservatory practices.  In addition, already framed enactments such as pertaining 

to industrial waste be accurately and vigilantly implemented. 

Political and Legal Dimensions 

The Constitution guarantees equal rights and equal opportunities in each and every sphere of life. 

And to make this come true, a lot many things are required from the public sector. Whatever 

legislation is there, it needs to be implemented. 

Before the legislation, those who are major stakeholders, they should be engaged objectively so 

that with the transparent and more informed decision-making process, the new laws and policies 

are implemented.  Taking this route will enhance conflict resolution and we would be able to 
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avoid the examples such as Kalabagh Dam. A properly   documented water data at 

interprovincial level should be exchanged with the spirit of cooperation in a transparent manner 

with fair play. 

Water flow from Western Rivers of Indus Basin is contingent upon the Indus Water Treaty of 

1960 and it should be watched very closely. Being a lower riparian nation, we need to introduce 

more effective, efficient and out- of- box  water   utility, storage   and conservation   policies and 

those should be implemented at all levels.    

Social Dimension 

Social cohesion is based on the willingness of members of a society to cooperate with each other 

in order to prosper in every field of life. Without cooperation  and living and let live policy, no 

society can sustain for long. As per UN Water Cooperation Day of 2013, ensuring equitable 

access to water resources among all social and economic groups are a must. This can be 

materialized if all-natural resources such as water is evenly distributed in time and space for that 

matter. Comprehensive water policy, effective legal framework and across the board 

implementation will p1ay a pivotal role. In addition, efforts need to be made to create awareness 

for the significance of this resource of life, water rights, as well   as responsibilities attached to it. 

Out of ·proportion -growth of population is a matter of great concern and society should pay a 

vital role keeping in mind shortage of fresh water. 

Economic 

We need to have a realistic policy for the economic value of this precious element of life. For 

that matter, in the field of agriculture, its commercial and industrial use should be properly 

charged and revenue generation from this exercise be reinvested in creating water storage 

capacity or any other field related thereto. Equitable sharing of fresh water for common 

economic, social and environmental benefits is extremely necessary. Provisioning of safe 

drinking water  and satisfactory sanitation services  can form  the basis for reducing poverty by 

improving livelihoods, creating jobs for local communities in developing countries, eradicating 

the cycle of diseases that reduce productivity of the people who are living in reduced 

circumstances  and have  very limited access to health services and by re-directing the savings in 
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the health sector to other imperatives ( UNDP, 2006). Therefore, water plays a vital role in the 

economic   growth   and sustainable development of a nation.  As   the world’s freshwater supply 

is finite, demand for water is growing every year due to out of proportion and growing 

population every moment.   

Environmental 

Most part of fresh water we are getting from melting of glaciers.   An ecological imbalance is the 

greatest threat to mankind. With the rise of temperature around the globe, growing sources of 

pollution, cutting of trees beyond imagination, and waste of industrial units are a few added 

factors of the current environmental scenario. Unfortunately, even water quality is deteriorating 

in many areas due to insufficient safeguards in the way it is used by conservative agriculture 

methodologies and in large urban and industrial swelling without proper spatial planning and 

integrated development. 

It is so strange that only one province is working on spatial planning and rest of homeland is 

silent about it. The sixth largest country as far as population is concerned, has no national spatial 

planning and it is suggested 'that the concerned quarters should take appropriate measures 

without delay. 

Conclusion 

Concluding the seminar, the Chairman ISSI, Ambassador Khalid Mahmood said that existing 

water threat is a dire threat to all human activity, which is why it is imperative that this issue be 

addressed as soon as possible. The best way is to raise awareness and find ways and means to 

find better ways to conserve water as soon as possible. Hence, we should all make every effort to 

mitigate the impact of water scarcity, and in fact, to reverse this trend with participation at all 

levels. 

 


