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After nearly a year of undertaking the complexities behind one of the world’s most 

“intractable disputes,” an American peace plan, also known as the Deal of the 

Century, has been proposed by President Donald Trump in an attempt to resolve 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Authored by Jared Kushner, son-in-law and Senior 

Advisor to the President, alongside Jason Greenblatt, long-time confidant and Chief 

legal officer, David Friedman, the US ambassador to Israel, and Dina Powell, a 

deputy national security advisor, this plan has been in the works since November 

of 2017.1
 

Composed of two major components, the economic aspect of the plan, Peace to Prosperity, has 

been released recently at a workshop hosted in Manama, Bahrain.2 This particular part of the project 

will focus on three initiatives that aim to support the foundation of Palestinian society: the economy, 

the people, and the government.3 Peace to Prosperity will establish a new framework for the 

economy with the goal of economic emancipation, to improve the quality of life through healthcare 
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and education by empowering the populace, and by enhancing the governance through the public 

sector by providing the necessary administrative services for the Palestinian people.4 

However, the Palestinians are not willing to accept financial aid in exchange for their statehood and 

right to self-determination. The primary ordeal that has been going on for centuries has been the 

issue of a two-state solution for the conflict. This proposition involves the establishment of two 

states for two peoples: Israel for the Jewish population, and Palestine for the Palestinian people.5 In 

1993, the Israeli government, alongside the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) agreed on a plan 

to implement this solution as part of the Oslo Accords.6 However, after the publicization of the 

Peace to Prosperity, the PLO has reiterated its rejection of the $50 bn US plan, stating that the 

proposal’s “lack of political vision guarantees its failure.”7 It seems as if Trump refuses to support the 

two sovereign state settlement, and has refrained from condemning Israel’s settlement policy in the 

occupied territories.8 Furthermore, with the steps being taken by the US such as the relocation of 

the embassy to Jerusalem, closing the consulate-general in East Jerusalem which had mainly been 

responsible for the Palestinian people, terminating funding for United Nations Relief and Works 

Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA), and acknowledging Israeli sovereignty over the Golan 

Heights, the ultimate denial of Palestinian sovereignty as a whole is being put into effect on their 

part, and has resulted in the Palestinians seeing the Trump administration as biased in Israel’s favor.9 

This behavior also suggests that the Trump administration does not feel obliged to follow 

international law under which inviolability of the territorial sovereignty of states is protected, and 

where the annexation of occupied territory is a war crime.10 Nevertheless, other stakeholders in the 

region have their own opinions on Trump’s Peace to Prosperity. 

An underwhelming attendance of Arab officials and the complete absence of the Israeli government 

had incurred at the workshop, parallel to the boycott of Palestinian officials entirely.11 Saudi Arabia, 
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the United Arab Emirates and Qatar sent ministers with lucrative responsibilities, while Egypt, 

Jordan and Morocco sent lower-ranking representatives to attend the workshop.12  

The states that are in support of Trump’s plan, which consists of Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and the UAE, 

are prioritizing a confrontation by the threat being posed by Iran, rather than on the Israeli-

Palestinian situation. Saudi Arabia has been a strong ally to America, that has also felt threatened by 

Iran, which is why it has been increasing ties with Israel on the fronts of security and defence.13 

Considering the external threat of Shi’ite Iranian antagonism, and the internal political discourse 

from Sunni jihadists within, the willingness of these states to cooperate with Israel, as well as the 

importance they are placing upon supporting the Trump administration,  allows an explanation to 

their relative openness towards Israel.14 Apart from acting as an Israeli-approved source of funds for 

economic relief in Gaza, Qatar has also been seeking to demonstrate its value to Washington after 

its recent tensions with Saudi Arabia and the UAE, and is thus taking the extra step in engaging Israel 

when compared to other Arab states.15  

However, the lack of progress towards the cause of Palestinian statehood continues to act as a 

major bone of contention and hinders the pace of normalization between the Gulf states and Israel, 

which is why these states are not united on Israeli-Palestinian issues. Countries such as Kuwait and 

Oman made the executive decision to stay away from the workshop in Bahrain altogether.16 Both 

countries chose that particular week of the conference to show their solidarity towards the 

Palestinians. Kuwait is a heretic on this issue, expressing blatant hostility towards the normalization 

of relations with Israel, and fidelity to the Palestinian cause and issued a statement reaffirming its 

commitment to the Palestinian cause of statehood.17 Oman on the other hand, although willing to 

engage with Israel, decided to open a new diplomatic mission to the State of Palestine in the West 

Bank city of Ramallah on the status of an embassy to show the Sultanate’s supportive approach to 

the Palestinian people.18  
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Nevertheless, in light of the progression on the Deal of the Century, it seems as if Trump’s plan will 

conclusively play out the way Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, had envisioned it to be. 

With the title of economic peace, international and domestic attention would be focused instead 

upon investments being made in the Palestinian economy through Trump’s Peace to Prosperity, 

rather than the issue of their right to self-determination, thus ultimately steering away from the idea 

of two sovereign states altogether. And with the actions being taken by the Trump administration, 

which happen to align with the ideology of the Israeli government, they are in a position to 

expropriate and implement their own plans without fear of consequence. This could potentially lead 

to permanent control over East Jerusalem, as well as areas of the West Bank from the Israeli side. A 

push for regime change or the continuation of this one-sided operation which will inevitably lead to 

further human rights violations supported by the US will continue to take place. These actions will 

undoubtedly result in a further divide between the Middle Eastern states. With the US and Saudi 

Arabia being wary of Iran’s capricious behaviour, and the Gulf States rigid opinion on the issue of 

Israeli and Palestine, the next move to be made should be deliberated with utmost 

conscientiousness. If the US ever decides to release the plan’s political component, it must consider 

relegating rights in a democratic and methodical way rather than arbitrarily. Otherwise, an incredibly 

cataclysmic upheaval should be expected within the region. 

 


