
1|P a g e  
 

 

 

 

Report – Roundtable Discussion  
with  

“Young Chinese Diplomats” 
 

June 26, 2019 
 

 
 
 

 

 

INSTITUTE OF 

STRATEGIC STUDIES | 
web: www.issi.org.pk 
phone:  +92-51-9204423, 24 
fax: +92-51-9204658 

Rapporteurs: Ali Haider Saleem and Neelum Nigar                                               Edited by: Najam Rafique 



 
 

P a g e  | 2 

Report-RT                                                                   Young Chinese Diplomats June 26, 2019 

The Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISS) hosted a roundtable with young Chinese 

diplomats on 26 June, 2019. The ten-member delegation was led by Mr. Chen Feng. Mr. Wang 

Xie, Political Attache, Chinese Embassy in Islamabad, also accompanied the delegation. 

Honourable Sardar Masood Khan, President Azad Jammu and Kashmir, was the keynote speaker 

at the event.  

Ms. Uroosa Khan, Associate Editor at CPSC gave a brief introduction of ISSI to the delegation 

and enlightened them about the activities and research work carried out at the Institute. 

Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, DG ISSI, welcomed the delegates to the institute and 

thanked President Azad Jammu and Kashmir for accepting his invitation.  

In his remarks, Ambassador Chaudhry stated that Pakistan-China relations are of critical 

importance and central to Pakistan’s foreign policy. He added that China’s role in promoting 

globalization is vital at this period and Pakistan is eager to benefit from China’s approach.  

Highlighting the Kashmir dispute, Ambassador Chaudhry said that Pakistan wants to resolve it 

through dialogue and honour the long standing UN resolutions.  

Addressing the participants, President Sardar Masood Khan said that China has been his second 

home for eight years. He was posted their as third secretary and twenty-two years later returned 

as Ambassador of Pakistan to China. He mentioned that there is an emotional aspect of China-

Pakistan relationship. He added that the expressions about our friendship are not without 

substance. He recalled that in 1960s, Premier Zhou Enlai and Chairman Mao were icons in 

Pakistan as well.   

Elaborating the evolution of this friendship, he stated that both political and military leadership 

has played part in sustain it. Despite political changes in both countries, we have managed to 

strengthen this relationship over the years.  

President Sardar Masood Khan also discussed the implications of President Xi’s belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI). He said that this initiative dwarfs the Marshal Plan and is truly trans-continental. 

He stressed that both countries should cooperate on matters that can benefit entire humanity. He 
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also emphasized that both sides should develop their narrative together since media is very 

crucial nowadays.  

He pointed out that both countries should support each other in confronting challenges. He 

pointed out that the sea lanes will be crucial for economy and security of both the countries. He 

added that Indian ocean is a global common and hostile strategies of India and United States 

need to be tackled.  

On the issues of Kashmir, the President said that it is not about separatism or extremism, rather it 

is about the realization of the right to self-determination of Kashmiri people. Unfortunately, they 

have been denied their right due to India’s scheme. He appreciated the stance of China on 

Kashmir dispute and said that we would welcome China as facilitator to resolve this dispute.   

He also added that Hindutva strategy applied by Indian leadership is destabilising the region. He 

said that international community should look towards cooperation instead of confrontation. He 

called for developing physical, political and social infrastructure to bring countries together. 

In the end, he encouraged young diplomats to make this relationship even stronger in the become 

global citizens in the future. 

After the talk of President AJK, the floor was opened for discussion.  Mr. Chen said that it is a 

great pleasure to come here and learn from Pakistani experts.  He agreed that the China-Pakistan 

relation has entered in a new phase and the leadership on both sides is confident that this special 

relation will develop further in future.  While pointing out to the views of President AJK with 

regards to the resolution of Kashmir dispute, Mr Chen said that he is hopeful that Pakistan will 

resolve the issue with India through peaceful dialogue and China is ready to support the process 

in future. 

Ms. He Lenin also thanked the institute for hosting the interactive session and raised few points. 

She said, one, the second Belt & Road forum held in Beijing last year, has given a strong signal 

about the success of multilateralism and globalisation. She referred to a recently published World 

Bank report which supports the prospects of BRI in contributing to global growth.  
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Mr.  Wan Lei said that both China and Pakistan support multilateralism and have common world 

view. He also put forward questions to the keynote speaker about the prospects of resolving trade 

frictions between China and USA in the forthcoming G20 summit. Also, how does Pakistan see 

the North Korean peace summit. Ms. Wang Sizou asked how should the developing countries 

unite together to face challenges brought by changing global order.  

Later, President AJK, applauded the interests of young diplomats in understanding the global 

issues at present. While responding to the question about the role of G20 summit, he pointed out 

that this G20 comprises of countries, who have always negated the BRI and said that it is 

destructive. So when President Xi-Jinping is attending the G20 summit, he should try to persuade 

the leadership of Japan to disassociate itself from this group, because this group is driven by the 

jingoistic mind-set.  About North Korea, he said that, under Trump’s diplomacy, tensions would 

remain there with much volatility ahead and China should brace itself for the future. 

On confronting challenges, the President said that the world should fight together to ensure 

multilateralism and avoid protectionism. Also the role of UNSC needs to be more democratic 

and responsible.  

Lastly, about his pleasant experiences in China, the President said that he has the fondest 

personal experiences with China and the bond is strong and robust. 

While concluding the talk, Chairman BOG ISSI, Ambassador Khalid Mahmood thanked 

President AJK to share his thoughts with the young diplomats of China and also thanked the 

Chinese delegates to visit the institute. While narrating the depth of China-Pakistan relations, the 

Chairman said that bilateral relations between Pakistan and China have cemented over the years. 

With no common culture and religion, this relation is yet very strong and time-tested as ties are 

based on principles and will always grow stronger. 
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