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In 2018, China hosted its first import expo to encourage imports, show its commitment
to an open economy and counter anti-globalization rhetoric of Trump administration.
China’s rising demand and growing consumption provides Chinese importers and
global exporters plenty of opportunities. Sun Lixing, a researcher at Shanghai Academy
of Social Sciences opines that, “as an import powerhouse, China should have a bigger
say in the global economy.”1 This would help China in maintaining the international
order and extending its economic cooperation with rest of the world.
This year in 2020, the third edition of China International Import Expo (CIIE) was under doubt due to
coronavirus pandemic. But China’s success in controlling its spread and dedication towards opening
its domestic market for foreign products paved the way for successfully hosting the Expofrom
November 5-10, 2020. In the buildup to the 6-day event, Standard Chartered stated that,
“globalization is encountering a headwind; the international situation faces greater instability and
uncertainty, and poses severe challenges for development in all countries. The opening of the CIIE as
scheduled will help maintain unimpeded trade and a stable supply chain.”2
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The opening ceremony of the third CIIE was held in Shanghai. Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered
a keynote speech via video link in which he stated that hosting of the Expo this year demonstrates
China's sincere desire to contribute to global economic recovery amid the pandemic. He added that,
“the CIIE is now an international public good for the world to share, acting as a major platform for
international procurement, investment promotion, cultural exchange and open cooperation”.3
More than fifty thousand private firms attended this year’s event.4 Returnees from past expos as
well as new faces, including nearly 50 Fortune-500 and industry-leading companies, signals a vote of
confidence in China's opening up.5 A wide range of Pakistani products were on display as well.
President of Pakistan, Dr. Arif Alvi addressed the opening ceremony through a special video
message. The Pakistani President expressed appreciation for the organizers of the Expo for arranging
the event in challenging circumstances of Covid-19.6
Consul General at the Consulate General of Pakistan in Shanghai, Hussain Haider said, “the first and
the only expo dedicated to imports, CIIE provides tremendous opportunities to businesses from all
over the world which serves as a very significant engine of trade promotion and development”.7
One Pakistani exhibitor said that, “this is the third time that we've attended the Expo. We have
received tremendous responses in the first and second editions of the CIIE. We got great responses
this time, too”.8 Over the period of six days, Pakistani companies showcased products such as
textiles, sporting goods, surgical equipment, furniture and agricultural products.9
Due to Covid-19, many Pakistani companies missed out on the opportunity to display their products,
but there is plenty of encouragement for Pakistani exporters going forward. Both Chinese and
Pakistani authorities are keen to encourage export of Pakistani products to China. Amid challenges
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and uncertainty, the commitment from both sides to facilitate access to Pakistani products in
Chinese markets is an uplifting development.
Following the CIIE, Pakistan-China Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCJCCI) Everest
International Expo Pvt. Ltd. organized “Offline/Online Pakistan China Industrial Expo 2020” from
November 13-15, 2020 in Lahore. It attracted over 1,000 participants from both the countries.
Agreements worth millions of dollars are expected to be reached between Pakistani and Chinese
industrialists as a result of 448 matchmaking meetings. The event was launched in an innovative
model of “Online + Offline”. All exhibits were physically showed, while B2B meetings were held
online via terminal equipment which was installed on every booth.10 Such innovative events reflect
the eagerness of Chinese and Pakistani traders to explore new avenues and capitalize on CPEC.
Since 2018, the government of Pakistan has taken considerable measures to reduce the current
account deficit and bolster exports. Pakistan’s strong all-round ties with China should be reflected in
the trade volume between the two countries. For several years, the balance of trade was strongly in
favor of China. But after the signing of FTA II and completion of multiple CPEC projects, the outlook
is expected to improve for Pakistan.
China has not only extended support to rest of the world in the fight against coronavirus, but has
also countered anti-globalization trends and is proving to be the main driver behind global economic
recovery. In his keynote speech at the International Seminar on the 75th Anniversary of the United
Nations, State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi stated that, “in the face of increasingly
complex and serious global challenges, no country can stand aloof or deal with them alone.
Multilateralism is the only way forward.”11 This year’s CIIE served as yet another contribution by
China to Pakistani and global economy.
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