View Point

CPEC: A Ray of Hope for
Balochistan

B

By Dost Muhammad Barrech

alochistan is the largest province of
Pakistan geographically and the smallest
province in terms of population. Its geostrategic location, rich natural resources,
spectacular Gwadar port, and potential as gateway
to Central Asia and Middle East contributes to its
importance.

earning potential if they are provided with improved
linkages with domestic and international markets.

The Gwadar port has finally gotten the recognition it
deserves by becoming the point of convergence in
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and Belt
& Road Initiative (BRI).

Pakistan, on account of Balochistan’s coastal areas
has world’s sixth largest mangroves areas contributing
annually US$ 4 billion to its export earnings. If pragmatic
steps are taken under CPEC mangroves production will
benefit Pakistan in general and Balochistan in particular.

Despite its potential, Balochistan, today, is regarded
as the most backward province of Pakistan, lagging
far behind as far as development indicators are
concerned. However, people of Balochistan are
optimistic about CPEC, as they believe CPEC
would be a game changer and a beacon of hope
that would mitigate their deprivations. CPEC has
immense potential to pave the way for progress and
development of Balochistan. Construction of western
route of Balochistan will live up to the expectations of
the people and will make them realize that they are
the genuine stakeholders of this mega venture.
Enhancing share of Balochistan in CPEC projects
will likely set the path to prosperity and development.
Sustainable extraction of natural resources under
CPEC will usher progress and job opportunities.
Currently, 51 metallic and non-metallic minerals
have been discovered in Balochistan, out of which
29 have to be exploited including gold, copper,
chromites, iron, zinc and lead while non-metallic
minerals extracted are fluorite, magnetite, barite,
coal, and gabbro basalt. If proper and systematic
utilization of the natural resources under CPEC is
harnessed, Balochistan can become the most upscale province of Pakistan.
Furthermore, Balochistan is also called “the fruit
basket of Pakistan” sharing 90 percent national
production of cherry, grapes and almonds, and 60
percent of pomegranate, peach and apricot. Most
considerably, Balochistan produces 34 percent
apples and 70 percent of dates of the country.
However, the farmers can have a much greater

Similarly, improving blue economy of Balochistan under
CPEC will buttress underperforming fisheries sector,
and as a result will increase employment in the area,
improving the living standards of people.

Coastal areas of Balochistan have scintillating
sceneries. Sea beaches of Hammerhead in Gwadar,
Ormara beaches and Astola Island situated in Pasni,
are other untapped areas that need special attention
to bolster blue economy of Balochistan. According to
the World Travel & Tourism Council WWTC’s report,
“Travel & Tourism sectors contributed US$8.3 trillion to
the global economy and supported 313 million jobs in
2017. This was equal to 10.4% of the world’s GDP, and
approximately 1 in 10 of all jobs”. Balochistan’s scenic
beauty and historical sites have the potential to make
travelers pack their bags and hit the newly paved roads.
Lastly, securing the future of Balochistan’s is critical. For
decades the youth of Baluchistan has been overlooked,
but thanks to the initiatives taken by CPEC this resource
will be exploited in the best way possible. Youth of
Baluchistan expects immensely from CPEC in shape of
better job and educational opportunities. Chief of Army
Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa terms the youth of
Balochistan as precious asset of Pakistan and admits
the value of Balochistan and says that “Pakistan is
incomplete without Balochistan”.

.

The more Balochistan progresses, the more it will
guarantee Pakistan’s prosperity. In a nutshell, CPEC
is a ray of hope for Balochistan to eliminate its
deprivations and grievances
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