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The Indo-Pak relationship is unique due to peculiar nature. There have been a few
neighbours in the world who share mutual history and still maintain fierce
animosity and hostility. Contemporarily, the relationship between Republic of
Korea (South) and Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North) presents
somehow a similar picture.1 Nonetheless, besides number of peace initiatives
taken by Pakistan and many attempts made by both sides, even supported and
facilitated by the great powers; the Indo-Pak relations present a gloomy picture.2
However, the larger part of the quagmire rests on Indian shoulders, as it holds
enormous landmass and relatively larger share of the world power. The objective
of this brief is to understand why such a dilemma has clouded South Asia and how
an unfortunate landscape between the two could be rectified. However, it would
be unfruitful to explore the latter without taking into consideration the set of
events that took place within the span of last four weeks.
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For a detailed account on South and North Korea, please see: Carter Malkasian, The Korean War 19501953 (Oxford, UK: Osprey Publishing, 2001).
For instance, President of Pakistan General Musharraf presented Four Points agenda in resolving the
Kashmir issue. Before him, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif initiated bus service to bring the people from both
sides closer. For a detailed account, please see: P. R. Chari, Pervaiz Iqbal Cheema, and Stephen P. Cohen,
Four Crises and a Peace Process: American Engagement in South Asia (Washington, D.C.: Brookings
Institution Press, 2007).
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Quite recently, on March 22, 2021, the incumbent Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote a
letter to his Pakistani counterpart Prime Minister Imran Khan expressing “On the occasion of the
National Day of Pakistan, I extend greetings to the people of Pakistan.” He added “As a neighbouring
country, India desires cordial relations with the people of Pakistan. For this, an environment of trust,
devoid of terror and hostility, is imperative.”3 Also, it was a second direct communication made by
him, since on March 20, PM Modi stated on his twitter account “Best wishes to Prime Minister
@ImranKhanPTI for a speedy recovery from COVID-19.”4 Moreover, almost a month earlier on
February 25-26, the Director General Military Operations (DGMOs) from both sides “recommitted
themselves to the 2003 ceasefire arrangement at the Line of Control.”5 Major General Nauman
Zakaria from Pakistan and his Indian counterpart Lieutenant General Paramjit Sangha made the joint
statement.6 It would be important to understand the import of these three major developments
between the two nuclear-armed rivals, while keeping in view the geopolitical landscape of the South
Asian region and beyond.
The joint statement issued by the Indo-Pak DGMOs was quick to attract media attention not only
from both sides, but the international observers also paid substantial heed to it. It was argued by a
few that it could be the opening of a new beginning between the two nations and was translated as
a strategic move that could alter the nature of relations. However, one may argue that these were
tactical moves and expecting a strategic shift in relations was merely exaggeration. That said, it is
understood that nations and states use sub-tactical or tactical signalling to reveal their intent.
The direct communications made by PM Modi to PM Khan on March 20 and again on March 22,
need further reflection. Generally arguing, leaders and statesmen extend good gestures
indiscriminately, and PM Modi’s actions must be appreciated. However, international politics is an
arena of competition where every move is precisely calculated and intended to yield the desired
results. It is an imperative to explore that why a leader like Narendra Modi who muted all the IndoPak diplomatic channels and openly acted as a demagogue and a hate peddler “desires cordial
relations with the people of Pakistan?”

3

4

5

6

Kamran Yousaf, “‘India Desires Cordial Ties with Pakistan’, Modi Tells Imran on National Day,” The Express
Tribune, March 23, 2021, http://tribune.com.pk/story/2291023/india-desires-cordial-ties-with-pakistanmodi-tells-imran-on-national-day. (emphasis added).
“Narendra Modi,” Twitter, March 20, 2021,
https://twitter.com/narendramodi/status/1373277949462466560.
Baqir Sajjad Syed, “Pakistan, India Agree on LoC Ceasefire,” DAWN, February 26, 2021,
https://www.dawn.com/news/1609468.
Abhijnan Rej, “India and Pakistan Announce Ceasefire Across Disputed Border,” The Diplomat, February
25, 2021, https://thediplomat.com/2021/02/india-and-pakistan-announce-ceasefire-across-disputedborder/.
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Analysis and Afterthought
The international system is structurally dominated by anarchy.7 The latter acts as an ordering
principle, where every state pursues polices to survive and maintain or increase its share of world
power. It is to be noted that “In the anarchic world of international politics, it is better to be Godzilla
than Bambi.”8 Seen in this context, lying and deception are a necessity for leaders and a “useful tool
of statecraft”9 – PM Modi is no exception. While deconstructing PM Modi’s letter, it appears that the
Indian PM has not moved a single inch from its original position and is still trumpeting the same
mantra. His words “For this, an environment of trust, devoid of terror and hostility, is imperative”
clearly indicate his intentions. Could it be that the Indian offer is essentially aimed at garnering
support from the international community. Some analysts are conjecturing that in the coming few
weeks or so, India might conduct a false flag operation and then blame Pakistan for orchestrating
such an unfortunate event. Moreover, by using its global disinformation mechanisms, it may malign
Pakistan for overturning India’s earnest desire for peace.
Regardless of the Indian motives, it was encouraging to see that on March 18, 2021, the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan Shah Mahmood Qureshi reiterated Islamabad’s firm resolve to hold composite
and comprehensive talks with India at the Islamabad Security Dialogue. The pursuit of peaceful
coexistence is an obligation that both countries must share.
It is a matter of reckoning that since PM Modi came to power in May 2014 and before that, his
tenure as the Chief Minister of Gujarat, he explicitly exhibited virulent narrative against the Muslims
of his very own country. The Muslim genocide in the state of Gujarat in 2002 under Modi is still a
part of the collective memories of the Muslims of India, Pakistan, and elsewhere. Can a man with
explicit hostility towards Muslims be trusted? The onus of proving its good intent is on India. PM
Modi’s newfound desire for peace and cordial relations with the people of Pakistan likely will remain
a dream as long as he aggressively pursues Hindutva ideology and aims to turn secular and pluralist
India into Hindu Rashtra.10
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John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company, 2001),
30.
John Mearsheimer, “Why China’s Rise Will Not Be Peaceful,” September 17, 2004,
http://mearsheimer.uchicago.edu/pdfs/A0034b.pdf.
John J. Mearsheimer, Why Leaders Lie: The Truth about Lying in International Politics (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2011), 99.
For a detailed account on BJP, please see: Muhammad Mujeeb Afzal, Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Indian Muslims (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 2014).
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What would be the future of the Kashmir issue?
It is to be remembered here that the annexation of Jammu and Kashmir by India on August 5, 2019,
was a clear violation of international law, openly defying United Nations Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 38 of January 17, 1948; and UNSCR 47 of April 21, 1948.11 The UNSCR 47 clearly stipulated
that “the question of the accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India or Pakistan should be decided
through the democratic method of a free and impartial plebiscite.”12
If India intends to have cordial relations with Pakistan, then it must immediately lift-off the siege of
oppression against the people of Indian occupied Kashmir. The attempts to alter the demographics
of Kashmir is a blow to the very identity of Kashmiris. India must realise that Pakistan will continue
its enduring moral and diplomatic support for the oppressed Kashmiri people, as long as India
continues its illegal occupation of Jammu and Kashmir and stubbornly eschews the implementation
of UN resolutions.
The sustainable peace between India and Pakistan could only become a reality if New Delhi
relinquishes its illegal occupation of Kashmir and let the Kashmiri people exercise their inalienable
right of self-determination. Also, instead of realizing regional connectivity and becoming a part of
the globally acclaimed China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), India has been evaluating the BRI in
geopolitical terms and is enhancing its partnership with Quadrilateral Security Dialogue.
Conclusions and Policy Recommendations
Any gestures and steps towards peaceful coexistence in South Asia should be welcomed. Peace
provides that necessary space which Pakistan can use to strengthen its fragile economy and
optimally use the recently announced strategic shift from geopolitics towards geoeconomics.
However, Pakistan must also not lower its guard and closely monitor India’s capabilities and
intentions, as the latter can change overnight. Historically, Indo-Pak relationship has remained
overshadowed by Clausewitzian ‘Fog of War’; where mistrust dominated. There is a need to view
Modi’s recent goodwill gestures pragmatically.
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“38 (1948). Resolution of 17 January 1948,” United Nations, January 1948,
https://undocs.org/S/RES/38(1948).
“47 (1948). Resolution of 21 April 1948,” United Nations, April 1948, https://undocs.org/S/RES/47(1948).
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