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On May 25, 2022, the Indian National Investigation Agency (NIA) Special Judge 

Parveen Singh sentenced the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front’s (JKLF) Chief Yasin 

Malik to life in prison.1 It was noted that the “Special NIA Judge clarifies all sentences 

to run concurrently and that life term means till the end of life.” Also, the verdict 

delivered “two life sentences and five 10-year jail terms, all to be served 

concurrently.” Previously, he was tried and convicted by the NIA Court in Delhi on May 

19, as “He was found guilty of participating in and funding terrorist acts and 

involvement in criminal conspiracy.”2 The NIA charged Malik that he remained at the 

“fore-front of separatist activities and violence since 1988” and was charged with 

waging war against the Indian state and raising funds for terrorist activities.3 However, 

Malik’s JKLF relinquished the armed struggle against the Indian occupying forces in the 

Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) in the 1990s and envisaged a 

secular outlook for an independent Kashmir. The timing of Malik’s sentencing is very 

important as the delimitation process is underway in the IIOJK and apparently the 

Indian occupying authorities intend to silence the voices of resistance. 

                                                      
1  Suchitra Mohanty and Fayaz Bukhari, “Indian Court Orders Life in Jail for Top Kashmiri Separatist,” 

Reuters, May 25, 2022, https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indian-court-orders-life-jail-top-kashmiri-
separatist-2022-05-25/. 

2  Andrew Clarence and Simon Fraser, “Yasin Malik: Top Kashmiri Separatist given Life in Indian Jail,” BBC 
News, May 25, 2022, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-61575778. 

3  Mohanty and Bukhari, “Indian Court Orders Life in Jail for Top Kashmiri Separatist.” 

 
Image Source: Reuters  

 

ISSUE BRIEF  
INSTITUTE OF STRATEGIC STUDIES ISLAMABAD 

  Web: www.issi.org.pk 

  Phone:  +92-51-9204423, 24 

 Fax: +92-51-9204658 



 

© ISSI 2022 • All Rights Reserved  2 | P a g e  

IB                                      The Persecution of Yasin Malik and the Future of Gandhism in India June 3, 2022 

Soon after the court’s verdict, clashes broke out in the IIOJK, and the occupying authorities 

suspended the internet and other connectivity-related facilities. It revealed that despite India caged 

Malik and illegally banned the JKLF in 2019, it could not stop the people from protesting the erratic 

verdict and calling for his release.4 It is clear as a day that Malik continues to live in the hearts and 

minds of the people of IIOJK and keeping him away from his people could not break their true spirit 

and bond.5  

Guilty Plea Under Duress? 

It can be hypothesised that perhaps Malik has no faith in the transparency of the Indian judicial 

system. As, he is fully aware of the fabricated lawsuits and the following death penalties given to 

Afzal Guru (2013) and Maqbool Bhat (1984). 

Malik pleaded guilty to all the 10 charges brought against him; nonetheless, unfortunately, the NIA 

Special Judge Parveen Singh made insulting remarks on Malik’s plea to follow the Gandhian principle 

of non-violence and observed that “It only took one small incident of violence at Chauri Chaura for 

the Mahatma to call off the entire non-cooperation movement, but the convict, despite large scale 

of violence engulfing the Valley neither condemned the violence, nor withdrew his calendar of 

protests, which had led to the said violence.”6 

It is highlighted by the Indian media that JKLF Chief Malik pleaded guilty to the charges and did not 

went on to face trial. However, metaphorically arguing, if the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

is handed over to NIA or even New Delhi Police for investigating Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination, 

the PM Modi would confidently confess killing not only Gandhi but would also happily plead guilty of 

killing Rajiv Gandhi in less than 48-hours (both incidents being almost 43 years apart). 

Pakistan’s Stance 

Pakistan firmly believes in the sanctity of a human life and all the freedoms and liberties associated 

with that sanctity. Most of the Pakistanis have shown their concern over the illegal life sentence of 

Yasin Malik and reiterated their stance to stand with people of Kashmir. Pakistan’s Prime Minister 

                                                      
4  Zainab, “Photos: Protests in Kashmir over Top Rebel Yasin Malik given Life in Jail,” Maktoob Media, May 

26, 2022, https://maktoobmedia.com/2022/05/26/in-pictures-protests-in-kashmir-over-top-rebel-yasin-
malik-given-life-in-jail/. 

5  “Breaking New Live Updates: Kashmiri Separatist Yasin Malik Gets Life in Jail in Terror Funding Case,” The 
Times of India, May 25, 2022, https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/breaking-news-live-updates-
india-and-world-may-25/liveblog/91774230.cms. 

6  “Everything You Need to Know about Accused Terror Funder Yasin Malik’s Life Sentence,” The Times of 
India, May 26, 2022, https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/news/everything-you-need-to-know-
about-accused-terror-funder-yasin-maliks-life-sentence/videoshow/91815953.cms. 
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Shehbaz Sharif tweeted that “Today is a black day for Indian democracy & its justice system” (Figure 

1).7 Pakistan’s National Assembly “unanimously passed a resolution, expressing solidarity with the 

family of Hurriyat Leader” (Figure 2).8 Malik’s wife Mushaal Hussein Mullick audaciously reacted to 

the decision and criticised the Indian judiciary by calling it as “kangaroo courts” (Figure 3).9 

 
Figure 1: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.10 

 

 
Figure 2: The National Assembly of Pakistan passed unanimous resolution condemning the 

persecution of Yasin Malik.11 

                                                      
7  “Shehbaz Sharif,” Twitter, May 25, 2022, https://twitter.com/CMShehbaz/status/1529456071685066757. 
8  “National Assembly of Pakistan,” Twitter, May 24, 2022, 

https://twitter.com/NAofPakistan/status/1529114741574082566. 
9  “Mushaal Hussein Mullick,” Twitter, May 25, 2022, 

https://twitter.com/MushaalMullick/status/1529434922049495041. 
10  “Shehbaz Sharif.” 
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Figure 3: Tweet by Malik’s wife Mushaal Hussein Mullick.12 

Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) was quick to condemn Indian actions and its Charge 

d’Affaires was immediately called to lodge the protest in Islamabad. A Press Release stated the 

official position of Pakistan on Malik’s conviction and called it “a grossly suspicious and contrived 

case registered under the draconian Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) and Indian Penal 

Code (IPC), dating back to 2017.”13 It also called the charges as “fabricated” and lamented the 

“denial of fair trial and inhuman incarceration despite his deteriorating health, in complete defiance 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights (ICCPR).”14 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) expressed grief over the verdict and noted that Malik 

was “leading a peaceful freedom struggle for many decades” (Figure 4).15 

                                                                                                                                                                     
11  “National Assembly of Pakistan.” 
12  “Mushaal Hussein Mullick.” 
13  “Pakistan Categorically Rejects the Malafide Sentencing of Yasin Malik in a Contrived and One-Sided 

Case,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs, May 25, 2022, https://mofa.gov.pk/pakistan-categorically-rejects-the-
malafide-sentencing-of-yasin-malik-in-a-contrived-and-one-sided-case/. 

14  Ibid. 
15  “OIC,” Twitter, May 27, 2022, https://twitter.com/OIC_OCI/status/1530210231787081734. 
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Figure 4: Tweet by OIC.16 

Indian Statecraft Violence and Gandhi’s Non-Violence 

It is worthy to mention here that in December 2013, in midst of a cold night, the JKLF Chief Malik, his 

wife, and his eighteen-month-old daughter were “thrown out of hotel in Delhi.” They had to wait at 

the roadside for several hours in the chilling winter season only to be rescued by a friend. The JKLF 

issued a statement that “If Delhi gets upset due to our presence there, it should formally introduce a 

law that could prevent the people of Kashmir from visiting the national capital.”17 It also stated that 

“Only due to the person’s political ideology, he was thrown out of the hotel along with his family. 

Such action cannot be legitimised at any level.”18 The 2013 incident involving Malik’s treatment in 

the capital revealed clearly that the Indian statecraft is not hesitant in waging all kinds of violence, 

                                                      
16  Ibid. 
17  “Yasin Malik, Family Thrown out of Delhi Hotel: JKLF,” Hindustan Times, December 2, 2013, 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/yasin-malik-family-thrown-out-of-delhi-hotel-jklf/story-
UPKNvzUYlBwVwZlbmxwAJL.html. 

18  “Yasin Malik Thrown out of Delhi Hotel,” Dawn, December 4, 2013, 
http://www.dawn.com/news/1060370. 
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especially psychological violence against the dissident voices – contrary to its pseudo democratic 

outlook and Gandhian principles. 

It is worthy to mention here that Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violence greatly motivated the 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) terrorist Nathuram Godse to killing Gandhi on January 30, 

1948.19 Furthermore, the rehabilitation of Godse under the BJP rule and celebrating him as a 

national hero are the signs by which we can analyse that Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violence has 

been greatly replaced by the political wing of RSS – the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its 

philosophy of extreme hatred and virulent violence against all non-Hindu minorities, especially 

Muslims. 

In January 2019, Pooja Shakun Pan, a Hindu Mahasabha leader re-enacted the assassination of 

Mahatma Gandhi and praised slogans in favour of his killer Godse (Figure 6).20 This episode alone is 

enough in understanding the future of Gandhism in India. 

 

Figure 6: A picture tells everything. Out of hatred, a Hindu Mahasabha leader Pooja Shakun Pandey 

shooting the effigy of Mahatma Gandhi.21 

Conclusions 

The contemporary India under PM Modi presents an egregious picture of the Indian polity that has 

thrown all the Gandhian values under the bus and is on its way to becoming a Hindu Rashtra (Hindu 

Nation) under the poisonous association of the RSS-BJP and their various affiliated organizations. 

The brutal tactics used by the Indian statecraft, especially against the voices of resistance are 

enough to realise the world that a systematic extermination is underway in India. However, perhaps 

                                                      
19  Muhammad Ali Baig, “Why Was Gandhi Assassinated?,” Daily Times, March 12, 2018, 

https://dailytimes.com.pk/213571/why-was-gandhi-assassinated/. 
20  “Hindutva Leaders at Haridwar Event Call for Muslim Genocide,” The Wire, December 22, 2021, 

https://thewire.in/communalism/hindutva-leaders-dharma-sansad-muslim-genocide. 
21  Ibid. 
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the contemporary international geopolitical environment favours India and the great powers are 

willing to consider such violations of basic human rights as collateral. 

Nonetheless, it is admirable that Pakistan has time and again called the world community to play its 

positive role in resolving the Kashmir Dispute and safeguarding the rights of Kashmiri people. 

Pakistan’s MoFA stressed that the international community is aware of the grave human rights 

violations orchestrated by the Indian statecraft in the IIOJK. The statement stressed the international 

stakeholders to pressurising India from committing heinous crimes against humanity and fulfilling its 

promises and legal obligations “under the international humanitarian law and the Charter of the 

United Nations.”22 

It is notable that the Indian statecraft is on its way to silence the voices of resistance in the IIOJK, as 

it brutally eliminated legendary Kashmiri leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani and veteran Mohammad 

Ashraf Sehrai in 2021.23 Following India’s pattern of behaviour in silencing the voices of resistance in 

IIOJK, it can be assessed here that in the following few months or so, the fate of the remaining true 

leadership of IIOJK is in grave danger. We are likely to witness more fake trials and fabricated 

lawsuits to persecuting the Kashmiri leadership. 

 

 

 

                                                      
22  “Pakistan Categorically Rejects the Malafide Sentencing of Yasin Malik in a Contrived and One-Sided 

Case.” 
23  “Syed Ali Shah Geelani: Kashmir Separatist Leader Dies at 92,” Al Jazeera, September 2, 2021, 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/1/syed-ali-shah-geelani-dies-after-prolonged-illness; Peerzada 
Ashiq, “Jailed Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Chairman Sehrai Dies,” The Hindu, May 6, 2021, 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/tehreek-e-hurriyat-chairman-sehrai-
dies/article34488743.ece. 


