
 

CALL FOR BOOK CHAPTERS  

“South Asia: Peaceful Coexistence through Economic Cooperation” 

The India Study Centre (ISC) at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI), is dedicated 

to conduct research and analytical studies on multi-dimensional aspects of India, and to 

promote policy discourse on India’s foreign, security and socio-economic policies and 

implications for Pakistan and the region as well as India-Pakistan relations. 

 

In 2021, the ISC published its flagship book  “India’s Relations 

with Neighbours: Cooperation or Confrontation?” The book is 

available online at Amazon  

 

 

The ISC at the ISSI invites original and unpublished chapters for its upcoming book titled  

“South Asia: Peaceful Coexistence through Economic Cooperation” to be published in the 

first quarter of 2023.  

South Asia is the least economically integrated region of the world and such a quagmire 

is directly impacting the shared future of the region and beyond. The region is rich in natural 

resources including minerals, waterways, metals, energy sources, fertile lands, forests and 

tourist sites. South Asia houses 1.9 billion people, which is around one-fourth of the world’s 

population. In this demographically dense and resource-rich region, peace and prosperity are 

imperative due to economic underperformance, political instability and lack of regional 

connectivity. More specifically, the region has been hostage to the rivalry between Pakistan 

and India since 1947. Furthermore, India being the largest country by size, economy, and 

military power has undermined regional economic integration by presenting itself as a 

hegemon in South Asia. India has also attempted to resolve its conflict bilaterally with regional 

countries. As a result, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and 

South Asian Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) have not been able to enhance regional and 

economic connectivity in the region. 

Interstate economic engagement has emerged as a priority strand of modern-era 

diplomacy. An instructive example is the US-China relationship. Both countries are vying for 

influence across continents, and yet remain engaged in complex economic interdependence. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Indias-Relations-Neighbours-Cooperation-Confrontation-ebook/dp/B09G71FFNW/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1635836331&qsid=260-4937098-8767601&refinements=p_27%3ADr.+Saif-Ur-Rehman++Malik&s=digital-text&sr=1-1&sres=B09G71FFNW&text=Dr.+Saif-Ur-Rehman++Malik


Therefore, economic engagement is an important mechanism that can normalise relations 

between South Asian states. According to the World Bank statistics, it is, however, unfortunate 

that the total trade among the South Asian countries is less than $25 billion. The World Bank 

also estimated that the potential for such a regional trade is well beyond 67 billion USD.  

The lack of regional trade, time and again, flares up the unsettled border disputes and 

negatively affects the strategic stability of South Asia. Also, non-traditional security issues are 

looming over the South Asian region such as climate change, food security, and water security, 

etc. As these issues transcend national boundaries, there is a need to adopt a cohesive regional 

approach to tackle them. A collaborative approach can allow countries in the region to focus 

on technological exchange and resource management. In order to face the ecological challenges 

threatening the region’s food supply and water resources, it is necessary to have a regional 

framework to tackle these issues. 

Scope, Aims, and Objectives 

This  book intends to explore the challenges to regional connectivity and find potential and 

prospects of peaceful coexistence through regional integration in South Asia. The book will be 

published by ISC at the Institute of Strategic Studies, Islamabad.  

The chapters must be based on the following themes: 

● South Asia: Demographic dividend  

● Prospects of regional connectivity 

● Regional trade and economic engagement  

● Economic Cooperation under SAARC 

● Climate Change: Benefits of Collaboration at regional level 

Aspiring authors are requested to send a proposal/abstract of 300 words along with at least 

5 keywords. 

Submission Guidelines 

● 300-word abstract to be submitted by October 15, 2022. It should follow a brief 

intro/bio of the author. This should be reached electronically at arshad@issi.org.pk. 

● The selected authors/abstracts will be contacted/notified by October 20, 2022. 

● The complete chapter is expected by December 30, 2022. 

● All chapters will undergo arduous peer-review and revisions back and forth. 

● The Chicago Manual of Style 16th Edition (Full note) will be used for referencing in 

the book. 

● The desired length of the chapter is 5,000 to 7,000 words including notes; however, 

the editor may solicit longer or shorter ones. 

For further information, please contact: 

Dr. Arshad Ali (Editor), Director, ISC, ISSI. arshad@issi.org.pk 

mailto:arshad@issi.org.pk
mailto:arshad@issi.org.pk


He is the author of Pakistan’s National Security Approach and Post-Cold War Security: 

Uneasy Co-existence (London: Routledge, 2021). 

Dr. Arshad Ali received his Ph.D. from the Department of Politics at the University of Otago 

(New Zealand) in May 2019, Master of Science in Strategic Studies at the S. Rajaratnam School 

of International Studies (RSIS) in Nanyang Technological University (Singapore) in 2013, and 

Master of Science in Economics from Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad in 2007. He is a 

seasoned research and teaching professional. His research interests concern South Asian 

politics and security; the global war on terror; and Pakistan’s foreign and security policy. He 

has published several articles and book chapters in various national and international publishers 

on his area of research interests. He has been invited to contribute a chapter on Pakistan’s 

strategic culture in The Routledge Handbook of Strategic Culture. 

The ISC Team comprises of dedicated yet highly educated and capable individuals having 

commendable research experience in Social Sciences. 

● Ms. Mahwish Hafeez is a Research Fellow at the ISC. She has over 16 years of 

experience in South Asian politics and is a graduate of Fatima Jinnah University with 

a Masters in Defence and Diplomatic Studies. Her research interests  focus on South 

Asian domestic political issues. 

● Ms. Misbah Mukhtar is a Research Associate at the ISC. She is a Fulbright scholar and 

a graduate of New York University (USA), and Government College University, 

Lahore. Her area of expertise is surveillance capitalism, big tech, digital rights and 

overall South Asia. 

● Mr. Muhammad Ali Baig is serving as a Research Associate at the ISC. He is a Ph.D. 

scholar at the Quaid-i-Azam University, and a distinguished graduate of National 

Defence University. He has published internationally with Routledge, Sage, and De 

Gruyter publishers. He focuses on the foreign relations of South Asian nations. 

● Mr. Syed Kasim Masood is a Research Associate at the ISC. He is a graduate of Tufts 

University, USA and Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS). His 

research interests include populist movements in South Asia and regional trade.   

https://www.routledge.com/Pakistans-National-Security-Approach-and-Post-Cold-War-Security-Uneasy/Ali/p/book/9780367709785

